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I 
N E reaſon which moved me 
to Write and Print this Little 
Book, was, becauſe, tho* there 
| are many Excelle 1t Heart-affeti 18 
Diſcourles in the World that tends to 
Convert the Sinner; yet I hada delire 
to try this ſimple Method of mine : 
Wherefore I V: ake bold hu: ro Invite 
and Ercourage the 13*cy;! to come to 
| Chriſt for Lite, 
| hav VC Heen Y F ile ”} letf.t 018! t have ob: 
tained Mercy, and I vi ould have my 
Companions in Sin partake of Mercy 
4 too, and therciore 1 have wrt this Lite 
tle Book. 
g The Nation doth ſwarm with Vile 
Ones ow», as ever it did fince It was 4 
| Nation. My L:ttle Book in ſome =_ 
cescan ſcarce Zo from Houic to Houſe 
| A 2 bus 


$u mm _ 


To 7 he 8 CA 1r. 
L but *rwill find a {uwitable Subject to 
ipend it (ell upon. Now lince Chri/# 

Jeſs 18 willing tolavethe Viet, why 
ſhould rhey ot by Namc befomew! hat 
acquainted with it,a; a” b1d come to 
(11m undcr r that Name ? 


A great Sinner, when Converted, | 
iecmsa booty to Jeſus brijt he gets by 
laving ſuch an one; wuy then ſhould 
both Jeſzs loſe his Glory, and the Sin- | 
ner loic his Soul at once, and that tor 
want of an Invitacton ? , 


I have found through God's grace, 
good fucceis in Preac Ting upon this 
Subject, and perhaps 10 I may, by my 


Writ, 3 upon irto0. _ as you lee, 
let down this Net for a draught, the 


{ord ca itch (. me great a8 ſhes by it, for | 
the magnifying « tris Truth. There 
are ſome molt Y ::: 6 all Mens eyes, Þ 


and {ome are iO 11 ther owe cycs too; 
but ſome have thuir Paintings to 
Ihroud their vilenc{s under, yet "they 
are naked and opcn unto the eyes of | 4 


Hm with whom we haveto do: A of 
Or 
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To the Reader. 
for all theſe, God hath tert a Saviour 
Teſs: and toall thefe the Door is 0» 
Peacd, 


Wherefore prethee, Profane Man, 
eve ths little Book the reading. 
Come; Pardon, aint a Part 1 _—_ 
and Glory, cannot be hurtful ro the 
Let not thy Lufts and Folly Fea 
beyond che door of Mercy, fince 1t is 
not lockt nor Bolted up againſt thee. 
AManaſjeh was a bad May, and Mazdalen 
a bac Woman: To! ay nothing of the 

thief upon the Croſs, or of the Mer 
derers of Chrijt;yet they obtained meerey; 


Chrilt willingly received them. 


And Coſt thou :h::k that thoſe once 
{o bad, now they arc In Heaven, repent 
the: there obecauſe they leſt their/75 for 
Cerift when the y Were in thenvrld? 
Cai! Oc believe but that thou thinkeſt 


THCY 1 1LVE Ver irs Foot the ve/f on't. Wh 
$7:/4547, Go thou l kew; ſe: Chriſt at Hea- | 


a LES , lays ro thee, (Come hither + . 
and the D- vl at the Gates of Hel! does 
call thee 79 come to him. Sinner, what 


A3 layeſt 
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lay eſt thou? Whither wilt thou go? 
Don't T0 into the Fre, there thou wilt 
be burned ! Don't let Teſ, 1s loſe his /072- 
778, ſince*ris for thy Salvation; but come 
to him and live. 


One word more and ſoT have done. 
Ser, here thou do{t hear of Love, 
preth ee don? rt provoke it, Ly turning tt ti 
to wantonneſs, He that dics for frohting 
Love, iinks azepeſt into Hell, and will 
there be tormented by the re membrance of 
that ev// morethan by the deepeſt cogte 
tation of all his other fins. Take heed 
therefore, do not make Love thy T or- 
mentor, Otuiner, 


Farewell. 
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GOOD NEWS 


For the Vileſt of Men, 


OR, 
A Help for Deſpairmg Souls, 
Luke XXIV. 47. 


——— Beoinnino at TJerrſalem. 
4 HE whole re runs thus: 
And that cl CE ant rems{f;- 
on of Sins ſhould be ;reacned mm 
bs Name among all N. 10ns, bearing at 
Jeruſalem. 

The Words wcre ſpoken by Chrilt. 
after he roſe from the Dead, and they 
are bere reheaiied afrer an Hiſtorical 
manner, but do cuaczin in them a tormal 
Commiſſion, wir. a etal Clauſe, there- 
In. The Commilli:'a is, as you ſee, for 
the Preaching of the Goſpel, and is ve- 
ry diſtinctly incericd in the Holy Re- 
cord by Meatthe!t, :4 Mark, Go teach 
all Nation, Wc, ; ye into all the Werld 
ans preach ths Cc! unto every Creature, 
AZzat. 
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Matt. 28. 19. Mark 16. 15. Only this 
Clauſe 1s 1n ſpecial mentioned by Zuke, 
who faith, That as Chriſt would have 
the Doctrine of Repentance and Remilſ- 
ton of Sins preached in his Name among 
all Nations, ſo he wonld have the Peo- 
ple of Jeruſalem to have the firſt proffer 
thereof, Preach it, ſaith Chriſt, in all 
Nations : but begin at Jeruſalem. 

lhe Apoſtles then, though they had 
a Comnuſſion ſo large as to give them 
Warrant to go and preach the Goſpel 
in all the World, yet by this Clauſe they 
were limited, as to the beginning ot 
their Miniſtry : They were to begin this 
Work at Jeruſalem. Beginnins at 5Jz- 
ruſalem,. 

Before 1 proceed to an Obſervation up- 
_ on the Words, I muſt (but briefly } 
touch upon two things: Namely. 

I. Shew you what Jerufjalem now was. 

2, Shew you what it was to preach the 

Goſpel to thei. 

For the firſt, Jeruſalem is to be conſi- 
dered of, either, | 

1. With reſpe& to the deſcent of her 
People : Or. 

2, With reſpett to her Preference and 
Exaitation : Or, 


3. With reſpeiX to her preſent State, 


as $0 her Decays. Firſt, 


IT Ed _ 


La 
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” hk. As. 


oz the Uf!eſt of Men, 1 

Firſt, As to her Deſcent : She was from 
Abraham, the Sons of ach, a People that 
God lingled out from the reſt of the Nati- 
ons to ſet his love upon then. 

Sccondly, As to her Prefer:nce, or Exal- 
tation, ſhe was the place of God's Wor- 
ſhip, and that which had in, and with her, 
the ſpecial Tokens and Signs of God's 
Favour and Preſence, above any other 
People in the World. Hence the Tribe 
went up to Jeruſalem to Worſhip, there 
was God's Honſe, God's High Prieſt 
God's Sacrifices accepted, and God's Eye 
and God's Heart perpetually, Pſal. 76. 1 
S421. 1,2, 3,4. % 6% Kmg 
< 3 War. 

Thirdly, We are to conſider Feruſalen 
alſo in her Decays; for as ſhe 1s ſo con 
ſidered, ſhe 1s the proper object of oy 
Text, as will be further ſhewed by anc 
by. 

Jeruſalem, as I told you, was th 
place and ſeat of God's Worſhip, but a1 
decayed, degenerated, and apoſtarized 
The Word, the Rule of Worſhip. wa 
rejected of them 1, and 1n 1ts place the 
had put ard ſet up their own Traditions 
They had rejefted alſo the molt werght 
Ordinances, and put in the room there 
their own little things, ( Mat. 15. M 


”7 
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7.) Jerujalem was therefore now greatly 
back-ſlidden, and bec: ame The | lace w here 
Truth and True Religton was much de- 
faced. 

It was alſo now become the very fink of 
Sin, Seat of Hypocrific, and the Gulf 
wherc crue Relivion W 15 d own2d. Here 
alio now reigned Preſiumnprion,and ground- 
leſs Confidence in 30D, which is the 
bane of Souls. ht Its Rulers, 


Doctors, and I cad:r;, Fovy, Malice, 
and Bla/ phemy v. ntcd ic $16 1&m{kt rhe 
Power of Godin. i, mm all places where It 
was cipted : AS allo aginitthe Fromoters 


h / = i ya L, I 


of it ; Yo2, thcir Lord and Naxcr could 
not eſcape tnem. 

In a Word, TJriſilem was now Dc- 
cotlne the Shambles, che very | Staughter- 

ſhop for Saints. This we: the place 
3 wherein the Prophets, Chrif 4G BIS 
Pcople, were moſt jortihbly periecuted 
and murdered. Yca, 15 hz:rducd at 
this time was this Jeru/arm 5 her $ins, 
that ſhe feared not to : PM 1c Digeelt, 
and to bind her ff by With vencer the 
outlt and dainning c\ 11 of It I» YIRG, when 
{he had murdered the Sor. of God, #75 
Blocd be Vpon us aid or C MIiGTEeN. 

And thovwgh Jeſu Ckriil and Loth by 
Dotrine, Miracles, and Houneis ct 1 
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* {02 the Qtleſt dof Pen, 5 
ſeek to put a =p to their Vilanies; yet 
they ſhut their eye 6, Toy their ears, and 
reſted nor, till, 25 was hinted he fore, 
they had driven him out of the World. 
Yea, that they might, 1t poſſible, have 
extingutſhed his Name, and exploded his 
Dorine out of the World, they againſt 
all Argument, and in de "mite of Heaven, 
its mighty h and, and rndeniable proof of 
11S Refurrection, did hire Souldiers to 
invent a Lye, fins, Huw Diſcifles ſtole 
bim away from the Grave; on purpoſe 
that Men mi; = not count "him the SaVI- 
our of the Wor! , nor truſt in him tor the 
Remiſhon of 26 

he were, ſaith Pau!, contrary to all 
Men: For they did not only ſhut up the 
J2o0r of | _ife avainf} themſelves, but for- 
bad that it ſhoult be opened to any elſe. 
Forbt pla 1, its, farth he, to freach to the 
ay _ that oy ww Ho be == ſ fo fil up 
ner [an alway. 7.7itt. 22. 35 chap. 15. 7,8,9 
: $49. yo” 8.33, 41. 

LUR, 2 2.63, Aat 23. 


Alar. 7.6, 7,8. at. 3.7 
Alat. 27. 18. /1ar.3. 30. Li 

D\”, . 

4 { 2]. p Þ , Z, 23, Chap. 
"bad. 20, 11. 12 


. 20, T1, 12, U33 
IEF. 2. 14, 19, Ut 
Thes 1s the City, and theſe are the Pcople : 
This 1s their Char Fer, and tneſ; are 
their Sins, Nor can there be produced 
thelr 
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their parallel in all this World. Nay, 
what World ! what People! what Nati- 
on, for Sin, and Tranſgreſſion, could, or 
can be compared to Jeruſalem ! Eſpectal- 
ly if you joyn to the matter of fad, the 
Light they finned againſt, and the Pati- 
ence Which they abuſed. Infinite was the 
Wickedneſs vpon this account which they 
commited. 

After all their abuſings of wiſe Men, 
and Prophets, God ſent uuto them John 
Baptiſt, to reduce them, and then his 
Son to redeem them but they would be 
neither reduced nor redeemed, but per- 
ſecuted both to the Death. Nor did 


they, as I ſaid, ſtop here; the Holy Apo- 


ſtles they afterwards perſecuted alſo to 
Dcath, even ſo many as they could, the 
reſt they drove from them unto the ut- 
moſt Corners. 

Secondly, I ceme now to ſhew you 
what it was to preach the Goſpel to 
them. It was, ſaith Luke, ro preach to 
them Repentance and remiſſion of Sins in 
Cbriſts Name, Or as Mark has it, t9 
bid them repent and beiieve the Goſpel, 
Mar. 1. 15. No#. that Repentance is a 
cauſe of Remiſion, bur a ſign of our 
hearty - reception thereof, Repentance 
is therefore here put to intunate, that 

no 


_ 
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fo2 the Citleſk of Men. 7 
no pretended Faith of the Goſpel 1s 
z00d, that 1s not accompanied with 1t, 
And this he doth on purpoſe "cauſe he 
would not have them deceive them- 
ſelves: For with what Faith can he ex- 
pect remitſion of Sins in the Name of 
Chriſt, that is not heartily ſorry for 
them Or how ſhall a man be able to give 
to others a ſatisfatory account of his 
unfeigned ſubjection to the Goſpel, that 


yet abides in his impenttency 


Wherefore Repentance is here joined 
vith Faith in the way of recetiving the 
Goſpel. Faith is that without which 
It cannot be received at all; And Repen- 
tance that without which it cannot be re- 
ceived unfeigardly. When therefore Chriſt 
ſays, he would have Repentance and 
Remiſſion of Sins preached in his Name 
among all Nations; It 1s as much as to 
ſay, 1 will that all men every where be 
ſorry for their fins, and accept of mercy 
at Gods hand throw me, leſt they fall uns 
cer bs wrath in the Judgement, For as 
{ ſaid, without Repentance, what pre- 
tence foever men have of Faith, they 
cannot eſcape the wrath to come. W here- 
fore Paul ſaith, God communds all men 
every where to repent (in order to their 

S1lvation) 


8 
Salvation ) becauſe be bath apromted 7 ay 
in the which he will Judo: the World in 
Righteouſneſs by that man whom be hati 
ordained, Acts 17. 30. 

And now to come to this Cl:2/., Bc- 
ginning at Jerujalem : That 1s, that Chrift 
would have Jernſulem | "avec the | 
ter of the Goſpel. 

17. This cannot be {o commanded 
becauſe they had now aiy more right 
of themſelves thereto than had any cf 
the Nations of the World; tor their 
Sins had diveſted them of all felt-deſer- 
VIngs. 

2, Nor yet, becauſe they ſtood apen 
the advance ground with the worſt of the 
Sinners of the Nattons. Nay, rather 
the Sinners of the Nations bad the ad- 
9 pay of them. For Teruſalen: 
was lons, before ſhe had added this Int- 
quity to ' her lin, worſe than the very 
Nations that God caſt out before the 
Children of Iſrae!, 2 Circn. 33. 

"OS + _ thercfore tollow that this 
Clauſe, tienia at Jeruſalem, Was pur into 
this Comm! Non of meer Grace and Com- 
paſſion ; Even from the overfiowings of 
the Bowels of Mercy. For 1ndecd they 
were the worſt, and fo in the moſt: deplo- 
rable condition, of any People under the 
Heavens: Whatever 


t92 the CHIcHt Wt ns g 
\V hitever thorefore their relation was 
to Abraizain, Iſaac, vi - Jn however 
they formeily tad 22CN Lie e People among 
whom God had placed his Name and Wore 
flip, they were now degenerated from 
God more than the Nations were from 
their 1dols, and were i-come guilty of 
the -heit Sins which the People of 
TIC 4 oaey were capable of committing 
Nay, none can be capable of commit= 
tins of ſuci pardonable Sl Si ns as they come 
mtitecd againſt their Good, when they 
Lew [1s$ G9, and perſecuted Its Name, 
From theſe Words therefore thus ex- 
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the Jerufalem-(irntys 1 the firſt place, 


'0 Good News 


One would a-thought, ſince the Fe- 
ruſalem-ſinners wiere the worſt, and 
greateſt Sinners, Chriſt's greateſt ene- 
mes, and thoſe that not only deſpiſed his 
Perſon, Dodarine, and Miracles, but 
that a lirtle before had had their hands 
up to the elbows in his Heart-bloud, 
That he ſhould rather have ſaid, Go in- 
to all the World, and preach Repentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins among all Nations; 
and after that, offer the ſame to Jernſa! my 
Yea, it had been infinite Grace, if he had 
faid £7. Bur what Grace is this 2 Or what 
Name ſhall! we give it, when he com- 
means that this Repentance and Remiſſion 
of Sins, which 1s deſigned to be preached 
In all Nations, ſhould firſt be offered to 
Ferufalcm, 1n the firit place to the worſt ot 
Sinners : 

Nor was this the firſt time that the 
Grace which was in the Heart of Chriſt, 
thus ſhewed it felt to rhe World. For 
while he was yet a!1ze, even while he was 
yer im Jeruſalem, and percetved even a- 
mong, theſe Jeruſalem-ſrancrs, which was 
the moſt vile amongit them; he {till in 
his preaching did {ignihe that he had a 
deſire that the worit of theſe worlt thould 
in the firſt place come unco him. The 
which he theweth where he faith to the 
better 
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fo2 the Atleſt of Yen, 


{ better ſort of them, The Publicans and 


Harlots enter into the Kingdom of God be- 
fore you, Matt. 21. 13. Alſo when he 
compared Jeruſalem with the Sinners of 
the Nations, then he commands that the 
Jeruſalem-/inners ſhould have the Goſpel 
at preſent, confined to them. Go not 
faith he, into the way of the Gentiles, and 
into any of the Cities of the Samaritans en- 
ter ye not: but go rather to the loſt Sheep 
of the houſe of Iſrael, Matt. 10. 5, 6. chap. 
23. 37. Bur go rather to them, for they 
were in the moſt fearful plight. 

Theſe theretore muſt have the Cream 
of the Goſpel, namely, the firſt offer 
thereof in his Life-time: Yea, when he 
departed out of the World, he left this 
as part of his laſt Will with his Preach- 
ers, that they alſo ſhould offer it fir to 
Teruſalem, He had a mind, a careful 
mind, as it ſeems, to priviledge the worſt 
of Sinners with the firſt offer of Mercy, 
and to take from among them a People to be 
the firſt truits unto God and to the Lamb, 

The fifteenth of Luke alſo is famous 
for this, where the Lord Jeſus takes-gore 
care, as appears there by three Paradles, 
for the loſt Sheep, loſt Groat, and the 
Prodigal Son, than for the other Sheep, 
the other Pence, or for the Son that ſaid 
he 


12 Good I2ews 
he had never tranſgrefſed. Yea, hc (news 
that there is 'oy in Heaven, among, the 
Angels of God, at the rePEntaince of oC 
Sinner, more than ove Niznicty and nine 
Juſt 1 Pe erſons, which need no rejentance, 


Like is. 


After this manner therefore the mind - 


of Cnriit was fet on the Salvation of the 
biggeſt S1Nners in 15 MRP: ongr's But 
joyn to this, this  Clauk 
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fo? the "teſt an Ven. [3 
q /tners : - pou to thoſe that were the mur- 
d derers of Jeſus Chriſt, aa 2. 23; ab 
6 theſe are part of the Sermon: Te took 
$ him, and by wicked vanis have Crucified 
; ", /l.zin him, Yea the next S2:mon 
” and the next, and alio the next to that 
# was preached to the ſol;-tame murderers 
# to the end they m1zht be ſaved, As 3. 
4, 15,16, chap. 4.10, 11. Chap. 5. 30, 
Id cap. 7. J2. 
% PÞut we will return to the rſt SCrmon 
\ that was — iched to thoſe Frruſulem /111- 
$ ns, by which will hz manife# more 
than oreat Grace, it it be duly conft- 
dered, 
For after that Peter and the reſt of the 
| Apoſtles, had 11 their Exhor tation per- 
| {iv aded theſe Wretches ro DENCeVE that 
f they had killed the Prince of Life, and 
atter they nad auly tallon under the ovilt 
tne Murder. {a' THLA, 11e1z ana Brethreg, 
what ſha!l we do?! He rconlics by an unt- 
>4Vcrial Tender to thern all in £eneral, con- 
ng them as Chrift-killers, That if 
| the; mer ſ: ri'y j:Y moat they Had "done, and 
would be Ba; ized tor the Remiliiom of thesy 
fans ta bs Name, they {ſhould recerve the 
giſt f the Holy Gnoft, Ats 2. 37, 38, 
This he faid to them a? thous 
knew that they were {uch tines. Yea, 
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14 Good Jlews 
he ſaid it withont the leaſt ſtick, or Nop, 
or pauie of Spirit, as to whether he had 


beſt to ſay fo or no. Nay, fo = off 


was Peter from making an  ObieRion L 
gainſt one of them, that by a particular 
Clauſe in his Exhorta tion, he endeavont's 

that not one of them may ' eſcape the Sal- 


ee ed - 


-” 


vation offered. Repent faith he, and be | 


Baptized every one of you. | ſhot out ne- 
wer a one of you. For I am commanded 


by my Lord, to deal with you, as it were, 


one by one, 'by the Word of his Salva- 


tion, But why ſpeaks he ſo particulary ? | 


Oh! there were reaſons tor it. The 
People with whom the Apoſtles were 


now to deal, as they were Murderers of 


our Lord, and to be charged in the &C- 
neral with his Blood, ſo they had their 
Vai10us and partic ular acts of Vill: ny in 
the evilt thereof, now lying upon their 
Conſcicncess And the gwlt of theſe 
their vatious and particular acts of wick- 
edneſs, could not perhaps, be preached to 
2 removal thereot, but by this particular 
Applr.ation, Repert every one of youg 
be Bapiizcd every oe of pot, in his Name,for 
theRemiſhon of Sins,and you inall,every one 
of you, receive the Gitt of the Hol ; Ghoſt. 

Object. But ] was one of them tht plot- 
$7 to lake away his Lite ; May*d be Javed 
by him ? Peter. 
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fo! the Ut'cſf of Men, 'T- 

Petey. Every one of you. 

Object. But 1 was one of them that bare 
faiſe lj ttneſs a, airſl hun : Is there Grace for 
mer 

Piter. For every one of you. 

Objet. But / was one of them that cryed 
out, Crucifte, Cructfi:; him; and tht defared 
that Barabbas the Afurderer micht ive, tas 
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16 Good News 
Kepent and be Baptized evciy one of you, 11 
the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſion 
of Sins, end ye ſhall receive the Gift of the 
Hvly Ghoft. Oh ! what a blefied Every oze 
of you, is here! How willing was Feter 
and the Lord Fejws, by his Miniſtry, to 
catch theſe Murderers with the Word of 
the Goſpel, that they might be made 
Aonuments of the Grace of God! How 
unwilling, I ſay, was he, that any of theſe 
Mould eſcape the hand of Mercy ! Yea, 
what an amazing wonder 1s it, to think, 
that above all the World, and above every 
body 1 m t, Th eſe ſhonld have the firſt of- 
fer of Mercy! Beginnmg at Jeru'alem, 

But was there not ſomething of monzent 
in this Clauſe of the Comiſſion ? Did _s 
Peter, think you, fee a great dcal 1n 1t, th 
he ſhould thus begin with theſe m11, at r 
thus offer, ſo particularly, this Grace to 
each particular man of them ? 

But, as I told you, This is not all. 
Theſe Jeruſalem-ſtnners mult have this of- 
ter again and again; Every one of them, 
muſt be offered it over and over. Chriſt 
would not take their firſt rejection for a 
denial; nor their ſecond repuHMe for a de- 
nia]: But he will have Grace offered once, 
and twice, and thrice, to theſe Jernjavonr 
fanners. Is nut this amazing Grace ! hs 
W 
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far the CITE DEP, 17 
| not He pt off, Theſe are the Szners, 
that are ſinners mdeed, They are Sinners 


of the biggeſt forr, conſequently {uch 
as Chriſt Can, if th Fc Con nvert and be ſaved, 
beſt ſerve > his ends and deſig! "ns vuPon. OF 
Wjich more anon 

vid Wiat a road - hon_ 18 
Ch rift is minded t 'e the 'orld 
and to ſhew that be actetin not hke tk! 
Children of men. "Tht 15 that which he 
ſaid of old, / will not rxecute the fierce- 
neſs of my wrath, ] will not return to deſtroy 
Frbraim, for ] am God and nit 1 lan, Hol, 
11. 9, This 1s not th- minner of Men ; 
Men are ſhorter winded ; Men are foon 
moved to take Vengea CC, and to right 
themſclves in a way of Wrath and Indig- 
nation, But God is full of Grace, full of 
Patience, ready to Foreive, and one that 
delights in Mercy. All this 1s ken in our 
Text. The b:zgelſt thinners muſt Firſt be 
offered Mercy ; they mult 1 ſay, have the 
Cream of the Gof) "el offercd nt ito them. 

But we wlll a Iittle proceed. In the 
Third Chap ter we find, that they wha 
eſcaped Converting by the firſt Sermon, 
are called upon again, to accept of Grace 
and Forgliyenets for their _ COm- 
mitted upon this Son of God. You. 
have killed; yea, you have denyed the 
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had killed Tg and 
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hs Q"tleſt of Wen. C 
him, 1 - ki; buſineſs was ta beſtow npon 
thc Ay nentance and Forg:ve :ofs of $10s, 


T% true, after they began to Kul 
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of them {ſo hankered after the Converuon 
of the Jews, thar they pmo_ the Go- 
ipel only to them, Alſo the Apoſtles till 
made their ab xde at Fe ruſalem, 1n hopes 
that they m1znt vet ler down their Net 
for another draug ht br theſe Jeruſalems 
ſianers, Neither did Paul and Barn abas, 
who were the Miniſters of God to the 
Gentiles, but offer the Goſpel in the e firit 
rlace to thoſe of them that for their wic- 
redacſs were ſcattered like Vagabo nds a- 
mong the Nations. Yea, and wnen they 
rendered Rebzilion and Blaſ hemy tor 
their Service and Lv Ve 3 they replyed, 1 
mas necellury that the Ii/ora of Gt of {howld 


J. 
me w__ | X ho 
mY is DGa%)e DvECN [OREN [0 them, Its L « 8s. 
F 
» oe © —_— 
ans , > «a 


Nor was this their Preaching unſuc- 
cefoful among theſe People :. But the Lord 
Jeſus fo wrought with ths \Word thus 
[10 0, that thouſands of them came 
flocking to him for Mercy. ' hree thou- 
C324 of thein cloſed with him at the firlt; 
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and afterwards two thouſand more ; for 
now they were in number about five thou- 
fand ; whereas before Sermons was Prea- 
ched 10 theſe Murderers, the number of 
the Diſciples were nt ab.ve a Lundred and 
twenty, As 1. 15, hap. 2, 41. Chap. 4. 4. 

Alſo among theſe People that thus 
flocked to him for Mercy, there. was a 
great company of the Pruſts, chap. 6. 7. 
Now the Prieſts were they that were the 
greateſt of theſe bi:geſt Sinners; they 
were the Ringleaders, they were the In- 
ventors and Ringleaders in the miichief, 
"T was they that ſet the People againſt 
the Lord Jets, and that was the cauſe 
why the uproar increaſed, until Filate had 
glven Sentence upon him. The chuf 
Preiſis and Flders, ſays the Text, per- 
ſracrd (the Pevple) the muititur'e, that 
to: y ſhould as Baraboas, and defiroy Jeſus, 
Nat. 27. 20. And yet behold, the Prieſts, 
yea, a greut COMPiny of the Prieſts, became 
obrarent to the [Fa'h, 

Oh the Greatneſs of the Grace of 
Chriſt ! Thar he ſhould be thus in love 
With the Souls of the Jervſalem {1rners / 
hat he ſhould be thus delizhted with 
the Salvation of the YJeruſlom-f1r 7:07's 
Thar he ſhould not ovly will that his Go- 
ſpcl ſhould be offercd thei, bur that it 
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for the Atleſf of Ben 21 
ſhould be offered unto them firſt, 
and before other Sinners were admitted 
to a hearing of it; Begin at Jeruſa- 
lem 

Wasthis Doctrine well bclieved, where 
would there be place for a doubt, or a 
tear of the Damnation of the Soul, it the 
Sinner be penitent; How bad a Lite fo- 
ever he has lived, how many ſoever in 
number are h1s fins ! 
But this Grace 1s hid from the Eyes of 
en, the Devil hides it from them 
or he knows It 18 alluring ; he knows It 
4 an attracting Vertue in it. For this 
IS it, that above all Arguments can draw 
the gout io God, 

| cannot help it, but mult let crop 
another Word; he firſt Churco, the 
Tervjaiem - Church, froin whence the 
Golpel was to he ent into all the Wor bl; 
Was a Church made wp of Terulal m-ſin- 
ners. T hele creat Sinners were hcre the 
moſt ſn1nne Monuments of the ExXCcedung 
Grace of God 

Thus vou jc 6 | have-proved the Do- 
Grincs and that, r.ot only by ſhewing you, 
tit this was ne pr:Ctice Cc: the Lond 
Jr jus Chi 1a kis Life-time © bur his lth 
V4 1i!, when t& went uy to God ;, faying. 
$8417 to preach at Teruſalomn. 
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Yea, it is yet furcher maniicſted, in 
that when his Miniſters firſt bezan to 
preach there, he joynec his Power to the 
Word, to the Conv erting of thouſands 
of his Berrayers and Murderers; and alſo 
many of the Ringleading P1 ieſts, to the 
Faith. 

. ſhall now proceed, and ſhall ſhew you, 

. The Reaſons of the point, 

2. And then make ſome Application of tl 
whole. 

The Obſervation you know, 18 this, 
Feſus Chriſt would have mercy ffercd tn the 
firſt place to the birceſt Sinners, to the 
Feruſalem-ſmancrs:;, Ireach Repentance, and 
remiſſion of fins, in my Nome, among all 
Nations, Beginning at Jeruſalem. 

The Reaions of the'Potnt are, 

Firſt, Becauſe the biggeſt Sirners bye 
moſt need thereof, Ho thit has motc ned, 
Reaſon | lays, ſhovid be helped firſt. 1 
meaiu, when a helping, havd 1s otiercd, 
and now It 1s, For thc Gotpel of the 
Gracz of God is ſent to vp the World, 
Atfs 16., 9. Bur the biggeſt Sinner has 
moſt need. Therefore in reaſon, when 
Mercy i ſent down from Heaven tO M cn, 
the worlt of men houid have the fiſt of- 
fer of it. Begin at Jeruſalem, 1 his Is 
$2 reaſon which the Lord £b1 ft nimſelt 

TENETS, 
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for the Ct'eff of Men, »Þ 23 
ren{ers, why in his Life-time he left the 
beſt, and turned him to the worſt ; why 
he lat ſo looſe from the Righteous, and 
ſtuck ſo cloſe to the Wicked, The whole, 
faith he, have no need of the Phyſician, but 
the (ich, T came wot to call the righteous, 
b;t anners to rt Penrance, Mark 2. ty, 10, 3 

Above, you read. that the Scyibes and 
Phiifees ſaid to his Diſciples, How 15 


F 


thyit De eatety and arinketi; with Publi- 


cans and Sinners Alas, they qid not 


.2:v the reaſon. But the Lord renders 
him one, and juch an one as 15 both na- 
rural and cogent; Saying, Theſe have 
need, moſt n ed. [heir great neteſſity 
requires that 1 ſhould be moſt tricndly, 
and thew my grace firſt to them. 

Not that the other were ſinlefs, and fo 
had a» need of a S2viour : Bnt the Publr- 

ms and their Companions, were the 
bi: zeſt finners, they were, as 00 view, 


/ y 
worſe then the S rifve and therefore 
reaſon ſhovid be helped firſt, becavfe 
they had molt n<(d Of a $viour, 

Mea that ate aq the 01417! to dye, have 
Ore neal of the Ph; inc1 than the? 
Fat BRIE hot now and rnen tronbled V iti 
1 Heart-tainiinog Ava 1 he Pribit- 
cans and Sinners were, as it were, Mm Fig 
Nola C3 Lat, Vcath 1 LW da VAT 
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of them down ; and therefore the Lord 
Feſus receives them firſt, offers then 
mercy hrſt. The whole have no nect of toe 
Phyſician, but the ſick. 1 came not to call 
the rightequs, but ſarers to Yehentance. 
The Sick, as | ſaid, 1s the biggeſt Sinner, 
'hether he ſees his Diſeaſe or not. He 
- ſtained from Head to Foot, from Heart 
to Life and Converſation, This man in 
every mans judgment, has the moſt nced 
of mercy. There is nothing attcnds 
him from B-d to Board, and trom Board 
to Bcd agiin, but the viſible cheratters, 
and obvicns ſymptoms of eternal dam- 
natzon, this therefore is the man that 
has need, moſt necd, and therefore: in 
reaſon ſhould be helped 1:1 the firlt place. 
Thus 'twas with the Pcople concerned 
in the Text, they were the worſt of /en- 
mers, YFeruſalem- fannne's, ſinners of the 
bi2geſt fi7e, and therefore ſach as had 
the greateſt need : Wherefore they mult 
have mercy offered to them, before 1t 
be offered any whc:re clſe in the World, 
Begin at Jeruſalem, offer mercy fir{t to a 
Feruſalem-ſinner: This man has moſt 
need, he 1s fartheſt trom God, ncareſt 
zo Hel], and fo one that has moſt need, 
4 his mans ſins are in number the moſt, in 
&ry. 108 loudegt, In wiight the be avieſt, and 
confequently 


\ 
\ 


fo? the Qtirft of Een, 26 


conſequently will fink him ſooneſt: 
\\herefore he has moſt need of mercy. 
"Chis man is ſhut up in Satans hand, fait- 
eſt bound in the cords of his fins; one 
that Juſtice is whetting his Sword to cut 
off, and therefore has moſt need, not 
only of mercy, but that it ſhould be ex- 
rended to Þim 1n the firſt place, 

But a litrle further, to ſhew you the: 
true nature of this Reaſon, to wir, 
That Trſus Ch ift would have mer cy offer'd 


j 


1n th; fi ſt pl.xce to the b:2gelt Mmuers, 


Firft, Mercy arifeth from Bowels and: 
Compaſſion from Pity, and from a feel- 

g of the Condition of thoſe in mif: TY. 
In oft 's Love mid im hs Pity, he faveth us." 
And again, Tye Lord 1 Mir al, very pitt: 
ful. and of 4Yeal mercy, [ta. O3J. 9. Jam: 
$3; 

Now where Piry. and Compaſſion 15, 
there 1s vearning of Bowcis; and where 
there 1s that, there 15 a readinets to iclp, 
Arid, I ſay again, The more deplrable 
and dre. «ful the Con dition 1s, the more 
directly doth Bowels and CompJIthon) 
turn themliclves to ſich, and offer help 
and deliverance, A!l rhis flaws from 
our ht vCripty :re proof, I cane to cult 
them that have need; to Cail them firſt, 

wile 
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Y/ while the reſt look on, and murmur. 
How {hall 1 ve thee up, Ephraim ? E- 
phraim was a Revolter from God, a man 
that had given himſelf up to Deviliſm : A 
company of men, the ten Tribes, that wor- 
ſhiped Devils, while Judah kept with his 
| God. But bow [ball [ crvetl, wr. Frbraim ? 
How ſhall I deliver thee, Iſral ? Ho w {hall I 
| make thee as Admmah ? tow Al I ſet thee as 
Zebritm? (and yet thou art worſe than 
they : nor ias Suma"te committed haif thy 
| fins. KEER, 16. 42, 4/7, 3. 42, SO, "7B 
Wy beart 1s turned witiia me, and wy Te= 
pentings are kinnicd toc ether, Hof, 11, 8. 
But where do you ſi: that ever the 
Lord did thus row] in his Bowels for. 
and after any Sclt-rightcous man f No, 
no. they are tic Pablicans and Harlots, 
Idolaters and YJerttfaiem-[1imers, for whom 
his Bowels thus yearn and tunible abour 
within him. tor ai! pour Worms 
they have moſt nec of mercy. 
Had not tle good Sairaritam more 
Com! ſhon for thai inan that 
hieves, (tho! h that tail viis Occetton- 
ed by bis going from the place where 
hey worſhipped Gca, to 7T:.v0, tne 


p, 


af Ih b- _ 4; Lo brat: Tora 
Cur: 7d City) rhan.we rcad he had {c1 
1 p ' P j c 3 e 7 4  } 
any other. befid Fis Wire Wis for 


an . . - 
him. .liis Oy! yas tor tum, by Feaſt for 
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fo2 the Ciieſt of £524, 27 
him; 15 Peni:y his -C are, anc his Swad- 
ling-ban 's for him ; for atzs, Wretch ! 
he had moſt need, Luke 10. 30, 31, 32, 
2 39 3+, 35- Beg 

Zacheus cho Publican, the coef of the 
Publicans, one that had made himſelf 
the richer by wronging ot others; the 
[ord at that time finglech him out from. 
all the reſt of his brother Publicans, 
and that in the taco 0 gh many Phariſees, and 
proclaimed in the andience of f them all, 
1 hat that day hates was Come to his 
nouſe, Znie 1g. 1, 2, , Hl TR: Shs. * 

The Woman allo that | bee 1 bound 
down by Satan for civ ces years toge- 
ther, his compulſion pl ntting him upon } 
if, he loo{-d her, ng 12N tho le that * 
ſtood by ſnarled at him yo ſo doing, 
Luke. CJ. © » 12, ] 3. 

And W ny tho \Woman of $ Y.apera, and 
why Nami the S;77a7, rathcr than Wi- 
dows and Lepers 11 Ifracl; but becauſe 
their conditiuns were more deplorable, 
(for that) they were moſt forlorn, and 
tarthe{t tron: help? [«&, h 25, 27. 

But I fay ; WY all rh eſe, tyus named 2 
why have we not a Catalog e of ſome 
Holy men that were fo in ls OWN eyes, 
and in the tudgment of the Worid 2 Atas ! 
it at any time any of them are menticn= 
«l. 
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ed, how ſeemingly coldly doth the Re- 
& cord of Scripture preſent them to us ? 
% Nicodemu, 2 Night-Profeſlor, and Si- 
mon the Phariſee, with his Fifty Pence ; 
and their great ignorance of the methods 
of Grace, we have now and then touch- 
ed upon. 

Mercy ſeems to be ont of his proper 

Channel when ir deals with Sclt-righte- 
ous men; but then it runs with a full 
ſtream, when it extends it SENG the big- 
. geſt liners. AS God's mercy 15 not re- 
gulated by Man's goodrefs, NO! ONtaln= 
ed hy Man' » Worthin Ty 10 nor Mncn {et 
tout by ſaving of any ſuch. But more of 
-£,211S anon, 

And here let me ask my Peaner 1 Que - 
"ſtion : Suppoſe that as thou art walking 
;by ſome Pond- lis le, 0100 thouldit ef; 'y in 
it four or five C' il ren all in danger of 
drowning, and cone in more danper than | 
call the reſt; judge a ch has moſt need | 
'to be heljcd our firſt? 1 know th uu | 
wilt ſay, he that 1s nent drowni; Up | 
Why. this IS the Cale ; the 03 &4CT S171er. | 
the nearcr diowning ; therctore the bj g- 
ger ſinyer, the more need of mercy; Yea, | 
of help by mercy in the fiſt place. And 
to this our Text agrees,. when 1t laith, 
Beginning at Teruſalem. Let the Yeruſa- 
; Ker 


| 
x 
_ 
| 
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lem ſmner, ſays Chriſt, have the firſt 
offer, the firſt invitation, the firff tender 
of my grace and mercy, tor he 1s the big- 
geſt ſinner,and ſo has moſt need thereof. 

Secondly. Chriſt ]:f1s would have mer- 
cy offered in the firſt place to the biggeſt 
{linners, becanſe w hen thev, any of them 
receive Ir, it redounds moſt to the fame of 
his Name, 

Chriſt Jeſus, as you may perceive, has 
put himſelf under the term of a Phyſt- 
cian, a Door for curing of Diſeaſes :. 
And you know that Applauſe, and a 
Fame, 1s a: thing that Phyſicians. much 
defire, That 1s 1t that helps them to Pa- 
tients, and that alſo that will help their 
Patients to commit themſelves to their 
Skill for Cure, with the more conhdence 
and repoſe of Spirit. And the beit way 
for a Doctor or Phyſician to get them- 
ſclves a Nanic, 1s in the firſt place to 
take in hand, and Cure ſoine ſuch 2s all 
others have given off for io{t and dead. 
Phyl1c13ns get neither Name nor Fame 
by pricking of Weais or picking out 
Thiſtlcs, or by laying of Plaiſters to the 
{cratch of a Pin, Every old Woman can 
do this. But if they will have a Nzme 
and a Fame, if they will have it quickly, * 
tney mult, as I ſaid, do ſome great and 
cleſperate 


] 
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deſperats Cures, Let them fetch one to 
Life that was Dead; let them recover 
one to his Wits, that was Mad; ” 
them make one that was born Blind, 
See; or let them give ripe Wits 00 2 
Fool; thcſe are notable Cures; and he 
that can do thus, and if he doth thus firlk, 
he ſhall have the Name and Fame he de- 
fires; he May lye a Bed till Noon. 

Why, Chriſt Jeſus forgiveth - Sins for a 
N-me, and fo begets of himfclt a good 
Report in the hearts of the Children of 
men. And theretore in reaſon, he muſt 
be willing, as alſo he did comm: and, that 
his mercy ſhould be offered firſt: to the 
biggeſt Sinners. 

1 will forgive their ſis, tniquities, and 
tr.mſgreſſuons, ſays he, an [ it ſhall turn to 
me for a name of Foy, "and a Þr uſe, and an 


| Flonour, before ail the N.ti ons of the earth, 


{ Jer, 


33. 0, 9. 

And hence it is that at his firſt 2PPCat= 
ing he took upon him to do fuch mighty 
works. He got a Fame theicby:; hc 
got a Name therchy, Mat. 4. 23,24. 

When Chriſt had caſt the legion oi De- 
vils out of the man of whom you read, 
Mark 5, Fe bid him go home to his 
Friends and tell ir, Go home, faith he, to 
thy Friends, and tell them how great m_ 
G0 


[4 


the World : 
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* God ns done for thee, and has had compaſ- 


/f2on one thee, Mark 5.19. Cbrijt Jeſus 
jeeks a Name, and delireth a Fame 1n 
2nd therefore, or the bet- 
ter to obtain ther, he commands that: 
mercy ſhould firſt be proflered to the big- 

gelt ſinners, becauſe by the ſaving of 
one of them, he makes all men marvel. 
AS "tis faid of the man laſt mentioned, 
whom Chriſt cured toward the beginning 
of his SUDARTY : And be departed, {ays 
the Tetit and began to publiſh m Decas 


ys polls, bow preat things Jeſus had done for 


hb: and all men 4d mwyel, Ver. 20. 
When John to! id © vrijt, that they ſaw 
one caſting out Devils in his Name, and 
thy forb: d him becauſe he followed not 
with them: Whit is the anſwer of Chriſt ? 
Forbil bim not, for there is no man which 


ſnail do a mir, cle in my Name, t'at cant 
lrg! 1) 'ly ſpe iY CVi! of me, No, they will 
rather cauſe his Praiſe to be ncard, and 
his Nam: to be magnitied, and fo put 
GLory on the heid of Chriſt. 

Bur w2 will follow a little our Meta= 
phor: Corift, as 1 ſaid, has put himſelf 
under the term of a Phyſician ; Conſe- 


quently he deiireth that his Fame, as 9 
the Salvation of finncrs, may fſpread a- 
broad, that the World may ſee what he 
Cai 
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but has, as Phycians do, put out his 
Bills, and publiſhed his doings, that 
things may be read and talked of; Yea, 
he has moreover in theſe his bleed Bills, 
the Holy Scriptures, I mean, incerted 
the very Names of Perſons, the places 
of their abode, and the great Cures that 
by the means of his Salvations he has 
wrought upon them to this very end, 
Here 1s, tem, Such a one by my grace 
'-' and redeeming Blood, was made a Monu- 
i ment of everlaſting Life: And ſuch a 
/ - one by my perte&t Obedience, became 
an Heir of Glory, And then be produ- 
ecth their Names, 

Item, | ſaved Lct from the gvilt and 
damnation that he had procured to him- 
ſelf by his mceſt. 

Item, 1 ſaved David from the Venge- 
ance that belonged to him for mmit- 

- ting of Adultery and Murder, 

Here is alſo Solomon, MManaſlth, Pe- 
ter, Magdalen, and many others made 
mention of in this Book. Yea, here are 

5 their Names, their Sins, and their Salva- 
© tions recorded together, that you may 
L read, and know what a Saviour he 5 
(_ an 


can do. And to this end, has not only? 
coinmanded that the bizgeſt ſ11nners 
ſhould have the firſt offer of his mercy; | 


fo2 the Ci'rſt of Men, 33 
| and do him honour in the World. For 
aly tw hy are theie things thus recorded, but to 
IerS 2 ſhew to Sinners what he can do, to the 
©Y 2 praiſe and glory of bis grace ? 

MIS And it is obſerv ible, as 1 faid before, 
Nat & we have but very little of the Salvation 
9, I of little ſinners mentioned in Gods Book, 
''*> | becauſe that wonld nor have anſwered the 
ed deſign, to wit, to bring glory and fameto 
©5 F the Name of the Son of God. 

at | What ſhould be the reaſon, think you, 
dy | why Criſt ſhuuld fo calily take a denial 


in z of the great ones, that wear the Gran- 
_ f dure of the World, and ſtruggle fo hard 
a for Hedge creepers ms Highway men, 
p F ( as that Parable, Ly ke ſcems to im- 


port he doth ) but to ſkew forth the riches 

! of the glory of of his Grace to h1s praiſe ? 
} his, 1 1a :Y, 15 ONC Reaſon to be 1urec. 

They that had their Grounds, their 

yoke of _ and their marriage Joys, 

were tnvitcd t 0 Come, but they made 

' their excuſe, ara that ierved the turn, 

But when he comes to. ocal with the 

worſt, he fath ys 1115 Servants Wo Ye 

7 cut and bring them in hither, Go ous 


_— 


\ quickly and bring is bither tbe poor, the 
| maimed, the halt, and the blind. And they 
aol And he ſaid apain, Go cut into the 
I a ways, and Hecges, "and 'Compel them to 
come 
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come 11, that my houſe may be filled, Luk, 
14. 18,19, 23, Theſe poor, lame, matm- 
cd, blind, ETIIIPer, and high-way- 
men, Muſt come in, 17u* be forced 1n. 
Theſe, it ſaved, will _ his Merits 
ſhine. 

When Chriſt was cruc) Iſed, and hanged 
vp vetween the Farth and Heavens, 
there was two Thieves crucified with 
hin; and, behold, he lays hold of one 
of them, and will have him away with 
him to Glory, Was not this a itrange 
act, and a Ci{play of unthought-of grace ? 
Were there none but Thieves there, or 
were the reſt of that company out of his 
reach? Could he not, think you have 
ſtooped from the Croſs to the Ground, 
and have laid hold on ſome honeſter man 
1t he would ; Yes, doubtleſs, | Oh, bur 
then he wonld not have agate 15 
Grace, nor ſo have purſucd }13 own de- 
fizns; nemely, to get to himſelf a Pt 411C 
and a namc : But now he has dune It tO 
purpole. For who that ſh tall read this 

rory, but muſt confuis that the Son: of 
God iS full of graccs for a vroof of the 
riches thercot kc left bchind hm, When 
upon the Croſs, he took the '] hic 4 away 
with hm to glory. Nc can this one act 
of his be buried: It will be ta!lked*ot to 


the 
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the end of the World to his praiſe, 
Aien [hall ſpeak of the might of thy terrible 
atts ;, and will declare thy greatneſs. They 


ſnall abundantly utter the memory of thy 


great yoodneſs, and [hell ſing of thy righte- 
ouſneſs. They ſhall ſpeak of the" glory of 
thy Kingdom, and taik f thy power. To 
mate known to the Sons of men, his mighty 
atts, and the glori us Majſty of bis King= 
dom, P1al. 145. 6, 7, 8,9,10, 11, 12. 

When the \Vo1d of Gud came among 
the Conjurers and taoſe Sooth-ſayers, that 
you read of Af. 19. and had prevailed 
with ſome of them to accept of the grace 
of Chriſt, the Holy Ghoſt records it with 
a boaſt, tor that it would redound to his 
pratie; ſaying, 

And mM A4ny of rem that uſed CUY1OUS 
Arts, brought their Foo's together and 
burred them bef re all men, and counted 
the price of them, and foviid it fijty th u- 
ſand preces of Stlyey, $1 tii'ghiily grew 
the Word of God ani prevaiied, ACtS 19. 
19, 20. It wrenched out oi the ciutches of 
Satan, ſome of thoſe of whom he thouzhe 
limſelt moit ſure, So mirchtily grew the 
Word of ©od, It grew mightily. it 1n- 
croached upon rhe Kingdom of the Ne- 
vil! Ir puriued him, and took the prey 2 
It forced him to lct go his hold ! Ir 

Drought 
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brought away captive, as ”:1{oners taken 
by torce of Arms, ſome of the mot va- 
ltiant of his Army. It fetcht back trom, 
as it were, the Confines of Hell, fome of 
thoſe that were his moſt cri ality, and that 
wich Hell had beea at an azreement. It 
made them come and contet; thar deeds, 
and burn their Books b:fore all mei:: So 
mightily grew tne Word of God, and pre» 
YVaiied. 


T hus therefore you ſce why Chriſt will 
have Mercy offtercd in the fir(t place to the 
bizgeſt tlinners. They have moſt need 
thereof; and this 1s the moit ready way 
to cxtol his rame that rideth upon the 
Heavens to our help. Bur, 

Tririly, Chrilt Jeſus would have Mer- 
cx offered in the wh place to the biggeſt 
>mners, Becauſe by tre Forgiveneſs and 
Saivation, others, hearing of it, will be en- 
couraged the more to Come to him for Life, 

For the Phyſitian by curing of the moſt 
deſperate at _ ſirſt, doth rot only get 
himſelt a Name, but beets Enco! urage- 
meat in the minds cf other diſeaſed folk 
to come to him tor help. Hence you rea 
of our Lord, that after, through his ten- 
der imercy, he had Curcd 1 many of great 
Diſeaſes, his..Fame was ſpread abro:d : 
They 
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Tbey broug ht unto him ail ſick People that 
were taken with divers Diſeaſes and Tor- 
ments, and thoſe which were poſſeſſed with 
Devils, and thoſe which were Lunatich, and 
thoſe that had the Paifie, and be healed 
them; and there followed bim great multi= 
tudes of People from Galilee, and Decapo= 
Iis, and Jeruſalem, and Judca, and from 
be eyond Jordan, Mat. h+ 2h, 24; 

See here, He firſt by working, gets 
himſelf a Fame, a Name, and Renown, 
and now men take Encourag zement, and 
bring from all quarters their Dileaſed tc 
bir, being helped by what they iid 
heard. ro believe that their Diſ.aſed 
ſhould be healed. 

Now, as he did with thoſe outward 
ures, ſo he does in the proffers or ..1s 
ye nd Mercy ; ho proffers that in the 
irit place to the M2gett Sinners, that 
nll may taze Heart to come 00 him to 
Ne faved. 'I will 21vc you 4 Scripture or 

| mean, to {124 A 1 thit Chriſt by 


* 2# 


tw 
con dhe ng that his Mercy ihwuld in t 2 
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ners, has a deſtpo, therchy to encouruge 
ry ATP _ . * . : FF 
and provoke otlizrs 19 come alſo rg 
101 for IVICYCY. 


G0 07, faith Paul, wr.0 1s rich 171 A: 'Th. 


jor bus gyeat love wherewith be Iced ws, 
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ye are ſaved) and bath raiſed us up toge- 


places 1m Chriſt Jeſus. But why did he 
do all this? That in the Apges- to come he 
might ſhew the exceeding Riches of bis + 


Chriſt Jeſus, Ephel. 2. 4, 5, 0, 7 


to the Ages to come, the exceeding Riches | 
of his Grace in his kindneſs to them tho- | 
row Chriſt Jeſus. And why to ſhew by | 
theſe, the exceeding Riches of his Grace | 
to the Ages to come thorow Chriſt Jeſus ? | 
But to allure them, and their Children þ 
alſo to come to him, and to partake of} 
the ſame Grace thorow Chriſt leſus, 

But what was Paul, and the Epreſran- « 
Sinners? (of Pau} we will ſpeak anon) 
Theſe Ephbeſaan-Sinners, They were men 
dead in Sins, men that walked according, 
to the dictates and motions of the Devil, | 
worſhippers of Dianz, that Effeminate! 


and ſtrangers to all good things, ſuch as 
were rar off from that, as 1 ſaid, and con- 
ſequently in a moſt deplorable — 
As the Jeruſalem-Sinners were of the 
higheſt 


even when we were dead in our (ins hath ' 
quickened us together with Chriſt, (by Grace * 


ther, and made us ſit together in Heavenly \ 
Grace in his kindneſs towards us thorow 


See, here's a deſign, God lets out his y 
Mercy to Epheſus of deſign, even to ſhew | 
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higheſt ſort' among the Tws, ſo theſe 
Epbeſtan- Sinners were of the higheſt ſort 
among the Gentiles, (Epbeſ. 2. 1,2, 3. A@s 
9. $6 Ee. 2. 114 13.) 

W herecfore as by the Feruſalem- Sinners, 
in ſaving them firſt, he had a deſign 
to provoke others to come to him for 
Mercy; ſo, The ſame Gelign 1s here ſet 
on foot again, in his calling and convert- 
ing the Epbefran-Sinners ; that in the Ages 
to come he raight ſhew the exceeding 
Riches of his _— ſays he, 1m bis kind- 
neſs towards us throw Criſt J«iſus. There 
1s yet one hint behind. *Tis ſaid that God 
javed theſe FOR bs !t Ve, T hat 15, as Þ 
think, for the {erting forth, for = com- 
mendations of þ1z love, bs abies rance of 
his love In the Fcarts and min hs of them 
-oy ſhouid come attcr. As who ſhould 

ay, God hes had Mercy upon, and been 
G! \CLOuS tg Y tat he mt 2ht " ky 9 
others for their encour2gcment, that they 
have ground bo Come tO vim LO be ſaved. 


bj bent ( © '04 far TS C1 CFO: 5 Aer "ts 10 C7. 
courale anotucr | great Swincr to come to him 
for F-- ercy. 


He ſaved the Thief, to encourage Thieve 
to come to him for Mercy. He ſaved 
Magdalen, to encourage other /lagaalens 


C þ 4 Salis, 
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Sat, to encourage Sauis to come to him 


| jor Mercy. And this Paul himſelf doth ' 
i Jay, For this cauſe, ſaith he, = 


Mercy, that in me firſt Jeſus Chriſt might 
ſhew forth all long ſuffering for a Pattern to 
them which [| ould hereafter believe on him 
to life everlaſiing, 1 lim. 1. 16. | 

How plain are the words! Chriſt 1n | 
ſaving of me, has given to the World ak 
Pattern of his Grace, that they might ſee, ; 
and believe, and come, and be ſaved. 
T hat they that are to be born bereafier, | 
might bclieve on Jeſus Chriſt to hte ever- 
iaſting. 

But what was Paul? Why he tells you | 
bimſelf, 7 am, ſays he, the chief of Sinners ; 
[ was, ſays he, a Flaſphemer, a Perſecutor, 
an infurious Perſon : But ] obtained Mercy, 
t Tim. 1-14, 15. Ay, that's weil for you . 
Paul ,, but what advantage have we thete- , 
by? Oh very much, ſzith he ; Fer, for þ 
this cauſe I obtained Mercy, that in me þ / 
Fir, Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew all Jong, ? | 
ſuffering tor a pattern to them which ſhall / 
believe on him to life ever laſting. þ 

Thus therefore you ſee this third | 
Reaſon is of ſtrength, namely, That Je- | 
fas Chriſt would "have | Mercy offered 1n | 
the rſt _ to the biggeſt Sinners, be- * 
cauſe, by their For giveneſs and Salvation, | 
others, | 
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others, hearing of it, will be encouraged the 
more to come to him for Mercy. 

It may well therefore be iaid to God, 
Thou delighteft in Mercy, aiid Mercy pleaſes 
thce, Mich. -0 + 4 

But who believes that this was Gods 
deſign in ſhewing Mercy of ol 2 Namely, 
T hat we that come atter might take .cou- 
rage to come to him tor Mercy ; or that 


| Jeſus Chriſt would have Mercy offered in 
the firſt place to the biggeſt Sinners, to 


ſtir up others to come to him for Life. 
This 15 not the manner of men! O God! 

But David ſaw this betimes, therefore 
he makes this one Argument with God, 
That he would blot out his Tranſgreſli- 
ons, that he would forgive his Adultery, 
his Murders, and horrible Hypocrifie, Do 
it, O Lord, ſaith he, do it, And then will 
I teach Tranſy { ſors thy ways, and Sinners 


' ſhall he Converted unto thee, Plal. 51. 7, 8, 
FT Wer. ® > - + WEN 


He knew that the Converſion of Sinners 
would be a work highly pleaſing to God, 
as being that which he had deſigned be- 
Lin he made Mountain or Hill : Where- 


' fore he comes, and he ſaith, Save me, 


O Lord; if thou wilt but fave me, L will 


4 fall in with thy delign. I will help to 


bring what Sinners to thee I can, And 
C3 Lord. 
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Lord, I am willing to be made a Preacher 
my ſelf, for that 1 have been a horrible 
Sianer; Wherefore, it thou ſhalt forgive | 


= 7 —_ 


my great Tranſyreſſions, I ſhall be a fit 
main to tell of thy wonderous Grace to 
others, Yea, Lord, I dare promiſe, that } 
if thou wilt have Mercy upon me, it ſhall 7 
tend to the glory of thy Grace, and alſo |, 
to the increaſe of thy Kingdom ; for l 
will tell it, and Sinners will hear orft. 
And there 1s nothing is —_— with the 
by hearing Sinner, as Mercy : and to be in- * 
% A6tm'd. that God is willing to beſtow it 7 
upon him. 7 will teach Tranſzreſſors thy \ 
ways, and Sinners ſhafl be Converted unto | 
thee. ; 
Nor will Chriſt Jeſus miſs of his deſign 
in profering of Mercy in the firſt place to # 
the biggeſt Sinners. You know what *' 
work the Lord, by laying hold of the Wo- 
man of Samaria, made among the People 
there.. They knew that ſhe was a Town- q 
Sinner, an Aduicreis, Yea, one that af- ' 
ter the moſt aucacious manner, lived in 
Uncleanneſs with a m2n thit was not lier | 
Husband. But when ſhe, from a turn up- 4% 
on her Heart, went 1nto_ the Cirr:, ang 
/ faid to her Neighnours, Come: Oh 
{ how they came! hovr they flocked out of 
the City to Jeſvs Chriſt ! Then tory went 
out 
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# out of the C'ity, and came to him, and many 
of the Samaritans (Pecaple perhaps as bad 
4 as her {c]t) believed on him, for the ſaying 
Fl the woman, which teſtified, ſaying, He 
told me all that ever I did ( John 4. 39. ) 
# That word, He told me all that cver 1 
# aid, was a great Argument with them ; 
, for by that they gathered, That tho he 
* knew her to be vile, yet he did not de- 
{piſe her, nor refuſe ro ſhew how willing 
& he was to communicate his Grace unto 
4 her: And this tetched over, firſt, her, 
* then them. 
| This woman, as I faid, wasa Samaritan- 
! Sinner, a Sinner of the worſt Complexion. 
For the Jews abhorred to have ought 
+ todo with them (wverſ. 9g. ) wherefore none 
> more fit than ſhe to be made one of the 
+ Decoys of Heaven, to bring others of theſe 
Samatitan-Wild-Fowls under the Net of 
the Grace of Chriſt, And ſhe did the 
k work to purpoſe, Many, and many more 
of the Samaritans believed on him, Yerſe 
40, 41, 42. The Heart of man, tho ſet 
* on Sin, will, when 1t comes once tO a Per- 


. Twalion that God is willing to have Mercy 


upon ns, incline to come to Jeſus Chriſt 
) for life; witneſs thoſe turn-a-ways from 
# God, that you alſo read of in Jeremab ; 
for after they had heard three or four 
C4 times 
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tamcs over, that God had Mercy for Back- 
ſliders, they broke ont and ſaid, Behold, 
we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord our 
God. Or as thoſe in Hoſea d1d, For in thee 

the Fatih nies Jud mercy. ( Jer. 3. 22. Hol. 
34. 1, 2, 3. ) 

Mercy, and the revelation thereof, 1s 
the only Antidote againſt Sin. "Tis of a 
thawing nature : twill loſe the Heart that 
1s Irozen up in $in: yea, *twill make the 
Unwilling willi, ng to come to Jeſus Chriſt 
for Life. 

Wherefore do you think was it that. Je- 
tvs Chriſt told the Adulterous woman, 
and that before ſo many Sinners, That 5? 
bad not Condemned hcr, but to allure her, 
with them there preſent, to hope to find 
tavour at his hands. ( As he alſo ſaith in 
anotner Place, I came not to Judge, but to 
Save the Werld ) for might they not thence 
moſt rationally conclude, That it Jeſus 
Chriſt had rather ſave, than damn an 
Harlor, there was e! nCOUragement for 
them to come to him for Mercy ? 

I heard once a ſtory from a Souldier, 
who with his Compuny hid laid Siege 
againſt a Fort, that ſo long as the Belieg- 
ed were perſw aded their Foes would ſhow 
them no favour, they Fought like Mad- 
men; but when tiicy ſaw one of their 
Fellows 
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Fellows taken, and received to favour, 
they all came tumbling down from their 
Fortreſs, and delivered themſelves into 
a: Enemies hands. 

| am perſwaded, did men believe that 
there is that Grace and Willingneſs in 
the Heart of Chriſt to ſave Sinners, as the 
Word imports there is, they would come | 
tumbling into his Arms: But Satan has 
blinded their Minds, that taey cannot ſee 
this thing. Howheit the Lord Jeſus has, 
as I ſaid, that others mighr take Heart 
and come to him, given out a command- 
ment that Mercy ſhould 1n the firſt place 
be offered ro the biggeſt Sinners. Begrn, 
taith he, at Jeruſalem. And thus I end 
the third Reaion, 

Fourthly, Jeſus Chriſt would have Mer- 
cy offered in the firſt place to the biggeſt 
Sinners, Becauſe that 1s &he way, if they re- 
cerye it, moſt to weaken the Kingdom of 
Satan, and to keep it lowejt in eanry Age 
of the Wor'd. The biggeſt Sinners, they 
aye Satans Conels, and Capt, ines, the 
Leaders of his People, and they that moirt' 
jitoutly make Head againſt the Son of 
God. Wherefore les theſe firſt be con- 
quered, and his Kingdom wilt be weak, 
When UHſhooſ/eth hadeloſt his -4brer, his 
Kingdom vas inade weak,. nor did he ke 
(5 but. 
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but tottering then upon his Throne. So 
when Satan loſeth his ſtrong men, them 
that are mighty to work Iniquity, and 
dextrous to manage others in tne ſame, 
then 1s his Kingdom weak (2. Sam. 3.) 
Therefore I ſay, Chriſt doth offer Mercy 
in the firſt pl: Ce TO ſuch, the more to 
weaken his Kingdom. Chriit jeſus was 
glad to ſee Satan fall like Lightning from 
Heaven, that 1s ſuddenly or headlong ; 
and it was, ſtrely, by caſting of him out 
of itrong Poſſſlions, and by recovering 
of ſome notorious Sinners out of his 
Clutches, ( Luke 10. 17, 18, 19.) 
Sampſon, when he would pu!! down tlie 
Philiſtians Temple, took hold of the two 
main Pillars of it, and breaking them, 
down came the Houſe. Chriſt came to 
deſtroy the werks of the Devil, and to 
deitroy by converting Grace, as 'well as 
by redeeming Blocd, Now Sin ſwarms 
and heth by Legions, and whole Armies, 
in the Souls of the biggeſt Sinners, as In 
Garriſons : Wherefore rhe way, the moſt 
Cire&t way to deſtroy it, 1s firſt to deal 
With ſuch Sinners, by the Word. of his 
Goſpel, and by the Merits of his Paſſi- 
On. 
For Example, tho 1 ſhall give you but 
2 luucly one; Suppoſe a Family to ve 
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very Lowzy, and one or two of the Fa- 
mily to be in chief the breeders; the way, 
the quickeſt way, to clear that Family, or 
at leaſt to weaken the ſo ſwarming of 
thoſe Vermine, 1s, in the firſt place to 
ſweeten the Skin, Head, and Cloaths of 
the chief breeders: And then, though all 
the Family ſhould be apt to breed them, 
the number of them, and ſo the greatneſs 
of that Flague there, will be the more 
impaired, 

Why, there are ſome People that are 
in chief the Devils Sin-brecders 1n the 
Towns and places where they live. The 
Place, Town, or Family where they 
live, muſt needs he horrible lowijie, and as 
it were, eaten up with Permin: Now ler the 
Lord Fejus in the firſt place cleanſe theſe 
creat Breeders, and there will be given 
a nip to thoſe ſwarms of Sins that uſe 
to he committed jn ſuch places through- 


- out. the Town, Houſe, or Family where 


ſuch fn-breeding Perſons uſed to be, 
[ ſpeak by Experience; 1 was one of 
theſe lowzy ones, one of theſe great 


| ſin-breeders; I inf.Qted all the Youth of 


the Town where I was born with all 
manner of yourhtul Vanities, The neigh> 


* boyrs counted me ſo, my praiſe proved 


ms 
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me ſo: Wherefore Chriſt Jeſus took me 
firſt; and taking me firlt, the Contagion 
was much allayed all the "Town over. 
When God made me figh, they would 
harken, and enquiringly ſay, What's the 
matter with John? They alſo gave their 
yarious opinions of me: But as I faid, 
Sin cooled, and failed, as to his full car- 
7ier. When I went out to ſeck the 
Bread of Life, ſome of them would fol- 
low, and the reſt he put into a muſe at 
home. Yea, almoſt the Town, at firſt, 
at times, would go out to hear at the 
place were 1 found good: Yea, young 
and old for a while had ſome reforma- 
tion on them; alſo ſome of them per- 
ceiving that God had mercy upon ime, 
came crying to him for mercy too. 

But what need | give you an Inſtance 
of poor I; | will come to Aanaſ/ch the 
King : So lony as he was a ringleading, 
Sinner, the great Idolater, and chiet for 
Deviliſm, the whole Land flowed with 
wickednels ; For he made them to fin, and 
Yo worſe than the Heathen that dwelg 
rcund about theai, or thar was caſt out 
tron before them. But when God con- 
vVertcd nim, the whole Land was reforim- 
td, own went the Groves, the Idols, 
and Aliars of Bout, and up Went tine Re- þ 
| pon | 
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tigion in much of the Power and Purity 
of it. You'll ſay, The King reformed 
by Power. I anſwer, doubtleſs, and 
by Example too; for People obſerve 
their Leaders; as their Fathers did, fo 
did they, 2 Chron. 33. 2 King. 17. 41, 
This therefore is another Reaſon, why 
Jeſus would have mercy offered in the 
firſt place to the bizgeſt linners, becauſe 
that is the beſt way, if they receive it, 
moſt to weaken the Kingdom of Satan, 
and to keen it poor and low. 
And do you not think now, that if 
God would but take hold of the hearts 
of ſome of the molt notorious in your 
Town, in your Family, or Countrey, ; 
that this thing would be verified before 
your faces? It would, it would, to the 
loy of you that are godly, to the making 
of Hell to ligh, to the great ho 
ang, of Sin, the glory of Chriſt, and the | 
joy of the Anvels of God. And Mint- | 
ters ſhould therefore, that this Work 
might go on, take advantages to Per- | 
{wade with the bigg<ſt Sinners to come 
into Criſt, according to my Tet, and 
their Commillions; Beginning at TJerus | 
falem. 
Fifthly, Teſus Chriſt would have mercy | 
oftered 1a the fff place to the biggeſt 
Unners 
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me ſo: Wherefore Chriſt Jeſus took me 
firſt ; and taking me firit, the Contagion 
was much allayed all the Town over, 
When God made me figh, they would 
harken, and enquiringly ſay, What's the 
matter with John? They alſo gave their 
yarious opinions of me: But as I faid, 
Sin cooled, and failed, as to his full car- 
rier., When I went out to ſeck the 
Bread of Life, ſome of them would fol- 
low, and the reſt he put into a muſe at 
home. Yea, almoſt the Town, at firſt, 
at times, would go out to hear at the 
place were 1 found good : Yea, young 
and old for a while had ſome reforma- 
tion on them; alſo ſome of them per- 
ceiving that God had mercy upon ie, 
came crying to him for mercy roo, 

But whar need | give you an Inſtance 
of poor I; | will come to Manaſ/th the 
King : So long as he was a ringleading 
Sinner, the great [dolater, and chiet for 
Deviliſm, the whole Land flowed with 
wickedneſs ; For he made them to fin, and 
do worſe than the Heathen that dwelg 
rcund about then, or thac was caſt out 
tron before them. But when God con- 
veatcd him, the whole Land was reform- 
td, Down went the Groves, the Idols, 
and Aliars of: Baci, and up Wenr true Re- 
11810 
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tigion in much of the Power and Purity 
of it. You'll ſay, The King reformed 
by Power, I anſwer, doubtleſs, and 
by Example too; for People obſerve 
their Leaders; as their Fathers did, {6 
did they, 2 Chron. 33. 2 King. 17. 41. 
This therefore is another Reaſon, why 
Jeſus would have mercy offered in the 
firſt place to the biggeſt ſinners, becauſe 
that 1s the beſt way, if they receive it, 
moſt to weaken the Kingdom of Satan, 
and to keen it poor and low. 
And do you not think now, that if 
God would but take hold of the hearts 
of ſome of the moſt notorious in your  . 
Town, in your Family, or Countrey, | 
that this thing would be verified before 
your faces? It would, it would, to the 
Joy of you that are godly, to the making | 
of Hell to ſigh, to the great ſuppref- 
ang of Sin, the glory of Chriſt, and the 
joy of the Anvels of God. And Mint | 
iters ſhould rherefore, that this Work 
might go on, take advantages to Per- | 
{wade with the biggeſt Sinners to come 
into Cniiſt, according to my Teit, and 
their Commiltions; Beginning at Jerus 
falem. 
Fifthly, Jeſus Chriſt would have mercy | 
offered in the firſt place to the biggeſt 
4nners: 
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ſinners. Becauſe ſuch, when converted, 
\ are uſually the beſt helps in the Church a- 
gaimſt tempt ations, and fitteſt for the ſupport 
+ of the feeble minded there, Hence, uſnal- 
ly, you have ſome ſuch in the firſt plan- 
tation of Churches ; or quickly upon it. 
Churches would do bur forrily, if Chriſt 
Jeſus d1d not put ſuch Converts among 
them; they arc the Monuments and Mir- 
rors of Mercy. The very ſight of ſuch 
a Sinner in God's Houſe, yea, the very 
thought of him, where the ſight of him 
cannot be had, 1s oft-times greatly for 
the help of the Faith of the ſechle, 

When the Church's ( ſaid Paul) that 
were in Judea, beard this concerning me, that 
he which perſecuted them in time paſt, now 
preached the Faith which once he deſtroyed, 
" They glorified God in me, Gal, 1, 20, 21, 22, 
23, 24 | 

Glorified God | How 1s that 2 Why, 
they praiſed him, and took courage to 
believe the more in the mercy of Get : 
For that he had had mcrcy on fuch a 
great. inner as he, They glorthed God 
'F imme ] They wondred that Grace ſhould 
'be ſo rich, as to take hold of fuch a 
['Wretch as 1 was; and for my ſake be- 
[lieved in Chriſt the more, 
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There are two things ihit great f10- 


# ners are acquainted with, when they 


come to divulze them to the Saints, that 
are a great relief to their Faith. 

The Conteſts that they uſually have 
with the Devil at their parting with 
him. 

2, Their knowledge of hts Secrets in 
11s _workings. 

For the Firſt, The biggeit finners have 
uſually great conteſts with the Devil at 
their partings; and this 1s an help to 
Saints. For ordinary Saints find after- 
wards what the vile ones find at firſt; 
but when at the opening of hearts the 
one finds himſelt to be as the other, the 
one is a comfort tothe other, The leſſer 
fort of ſinners find but little of this, till 
after they have been ſome time in pro- 
feſſion; but the Vile Man meets with 
his at the beginning. Wherefore he, 
when the other is down, is ready to rel] 
that he has inet with the ſame before 
For 1 ſay, he has had it before. Satan 1s 
10th to part with a great Sinner, Whar, 
my true Servant -( quoth he ) my old Ser- 
vant, wilt thou iorlake me now 2 Having 
ſo often ſoid thy ſelf to me to work 
wick2dneſfs, wilt thou forluke me now ? 
Thon horrible Wretch, doit not know, 
that 
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that thou haſt ſinned thy ſelf beyond the 
reach of Grace, and doſt think to find 
Mercy now ? Art not thou a Murderer, 
a Thief, a Harlot, a Witch, a ſinner of 
the greatelt ſize, and doſt thou look for 
mercy now ? Doſt thou think that Chriſt 
will foul his fingers with thee ? 

*Tis enough to mike Angels bluſh, 
ſaith Satan, to fre fo vile a one knock 
at Heaven pates for Mercy, and wilt thou 
be ſo abominable bold to do it ? Thus Sa- 
tan dealt with me, ſays the great Sinner, 
when at firſt I came to Jeſus Chriſt. And 
what did you reply, ſaith the Tembpted ? 
Why, I granted the whole Charge to be 
true, ſays the other. And what, did you 
diſpaiv 2 or how ? No ( faith he ) I faid, 
i am Magdalere, am Z: hers, | am 
the Thicf, I am the Aarlot, | am the 
Publican, I am the Prodigal, and one of 
ChriſFf's Murderers : Yea, "worſe than 
any of theie, and yet God was fo far off 
from rejecting of me ( as 1 iound atrer- 
wards) that there was mulick and dan- 
cing in his Houſe for me, and for Joy that 
I was come home unto him. Oh bleſſed 
be God for Grace, (lays the other) for 
iben 7 bypc there 15 favour for me. 'Vea, as 
I roid you, ſuch a one 15 2 continual Sne- 
Racle in the Church; for every one by, 
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to behold God's grace, and wonder 

Secondly, And as for the Secrets of 
Satan, ſuch as are Suggeſtions to que- 
ſtion the Being of God, the truth of his 
Word, and to be annoyed with deviliſh 
Blaſphemics: None more acquainted 
with theſe than the bigzeſt ſinners at their 
Converſion ; wherefore thus alſo they 
are prepared to be helps 1a the Church 
to relieve and comiort the other. 

| might alſo here tell you of the Con- 
teſts and Bartels that ſuch are engaged 
in, wherein they find the bufiettings of 
Gatan, above any other of the Saints. At 
which times Satan aſſaults the Soul with 
darkneſs, fears, frightful thoughts of 
Apparittons; now they {weat, pant, cry 
out, and ſtruggle for lite. 

The Angels now come down to behold 
the ſight, and rcjoyce to ſee a bit of Duſt 
and Aſhes to overcome Principalites and 
Powers, and Might, and Dominions. 
But as I ſaid, when theſe come a little 
to be ſetled, they are prepared for help 
for others, and are great Comforts unto 
them. Their great (ins give encourage- 
ment to the Devil to aflault chem, and 
by theſe temptations Chriſt takes advyan- 
tage to make them the more helptul to 
the Churches, 

The 
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The biggeſt ſinner, when he 1s Con- 
verted and comes into the Church, ſays 
to them all, by his very coming in, Be- 
old me, all ycu that are Men and Women 
of a low and timerous ſpirit ; yet whoſe 
hearts are narrow, for that you never had 
the advantage to know, becauſe your fins 
are few, the largeneſs of the grace of God, 
Benold, I ſay, in me, the exceeding riches 
of bis grace! I am a Pattern ſt forth be- 
fore your faces, on whom you may look and 
tate heart, This, I ſay, the great ſinner 
can fay, to the exceeding comfort of all 
the reſt, 

Wherefore, as I have hinted Þcfore, 
when God intends to ſtock a place with 
Saints, and to make that place excellent- 
Iy to flouriſh with the riches of his grace, 
he vuſvally begins with the Converſion of 
' fome of the moſt notorious there-abouts, 
and lays them as an Example to allure 
others, and to build up when they are 
converted. 

"Twas Paul that muſt go to the Gen- 
tiles, becauſe Pal was the moſt out- 
Tapious of all the Apoſtles, in the time 
of his unregeneracy : Yea, Peter muſt be 
he that after his horrible fall, was thought 
fitteſt, when recovered again, to com- 
fort and ſtrengthen his Brethren, See Luke 
$2. 31, 32. SOINC 
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Some muſt be Pillars in God's Houſe, 
and if they be Pillars of Cedar, they 
muſt ſtand while they are ſtout and ſtur- 
dy ſticks in the Forreſt, before they 
are cut down, and planted or placed 
there, 

No Man, when he buildeth his Houſe, 
makes the 'principal parts thereof , of 
weak or feeble Timber; for how could 
ſuch bear up the reſt ? but of great and 
able Wood. Chr'k Jeſw allo goeth 
this way to work, he makes of the big- 
geſt Sinners, Bearers and Supporters to 
the reſt. This then may ſerve for ano- 
ther Reaſon, why Jeſus Chriſt gives out 
In Commandment, that Mercy ſhould 1n 
the firſt place be offered to the big goeſt 
Sinners, Becauſe ſuch when Converted, 
are uſually the beſt nlps tm the Church a= 
gamſt Temptations, and fitteſt for the jupport 
of ihe feeble-nanded there, 

Sixthly, Another Reaſon, why Jeſus 
Chriſt would have Mercy offered i in the 
firſs place to the bivzgeſt Sinners, 1s, Be- 
cauſe _ when Converted, are _ to "eas 
121 10{ 

This a agrees both with Scripture, and 
Reaſon. Scripture ſays fo. To whom 
much 1 Forgiven, the ſame Loveth much, 
To whom little 1s Fergiven, toe ſame Loveth 
little, 
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little, Luk. 7. 47. Reaſon ſays ſo. For 
as it would be the Unreaſonableſt thing 
in the World, to render Hatred for Love, 
and Contempt for Forgiveneſs; ſo? twould 
be as ridiculous to think that the recep- 
tion of a little kindneſs ſhould lay thc 
{ame obligations upon the Heart to Love, 
as the reception of a great deal. I 
would not diſparage the Love of Chriſt ; 

I know the leaſt dram of it, when ic 
reaches to Forgiveneſs, is great above all 
the World ; But comparatively, t there 1s 
greater ext entions of the Love of Chriſt, 
to one, than to another: He that has 
moſt Sin, if Forgiven, 1s partaker of the 
greateſt Love, of the greateſt Forgive- 
neſs. 

I know alſo, that there are ſome, that 
from this very Dodtrine ay, Let us do Evil, 
that Good may come ; and that turn the 
Grace of our God into Laſciviouſnek.. 
But I ſpeak not of theſe, Theſe will nei- 
ther be ruled by Grace nor Reaſon. Grace 
would Teach them, if they knew 1t, to 
deny Ungodly Courſes; and ſo would 
Reaſon too, if it could truly ſenſe the 
Love of God, Tim. 2. 11, 12. Row. 11.1. 

Doth it look like what hath any Cohe- 
rence with Reaſon or Mercy, for a Man 
to abuſe his Friend? Becauſe Chriſt ye 
Or 
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for Men, ſhall I therefore Spit in his Face ? 
The Bread and Water that was given by 
Eli/l.2 to his Enemies, that came into the 
Land of J7/-ae] to take him, had ſo much 
influence upon their Minds, tho" Feathens, 
that they returned to their homes with- 
out hurting tim : Yea, it kept them from 
coming again in a hoſtile manner into 
the Coaſts of Iſrael, 2 Kings 6. 19, 20, 
21, 3.30 
But to forbear to Illuſtrate till anon 
one reaſon why Chriſt Jeſus ſhews Mercy 
to Sinners, is that be might obtain their 
Love, that he may remove their baſe af- 
fetions, from baſe objefts, to himſelf. 
Now if he loves to be loved a little, he 
loves to be loved much; but there 1s not 
any that are capible of loving much, 
ſave thoſe that have mnch forgiven them. 
Hence *tis ſaid of Paul, That he labour- 
ed more than them all, to wit, with a 
Izdour of love, becauſe he had been by 
$1n more vile againſt Chr;ft than they all, 
1 Cor. 1s. He it was that Perſecuted 
the Church of God. and W ited ir, Gal. 
t. 13. He, of then! all, was the only 
raving Bedlam ag:11it the Salnts: And 
being exceeding Mad, ſays he, againſt 
them, 1 Perſecuted them ever: to ſtrange C1- 
ties, Acts 26, 11. 
T tus 
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This raving Bedlam, that once was ſo, 
is he that now ſays,  laboured more than 
them all ; more for Chriſt than them all. 

But Paul, what moved thee thus to do? 
The love of Chrif?, ſays he. It way not 
I. but the grace of God that was with 
me. As who ſhould ſay; O Grace! 
"Twas ſuch Grace to ſave me! *Twas 
ſuch marvelous Grace for God to look 
down from Heaven vpon me, and that 
ſecured me from the wrath ro come, that 
I am captivated with the ſenſe of the 
Tiches of it. Hence 1 a&, hence 1 la- 
bour; For how can I otherwiſe do, fince 
God not only ſeparated me from my Sins 
and Companions, but ſeparated all the 
powers of my $oul and Body to his Ser- 
vice? I am therefore prompted on by this 
exceeding love, to labour as I have done, 
yet not I, but the __ of Gd with me? 

Oh! 1 ſhall never torget his love, Por 
the circumſtance, under which 1 was, 
when his love laid hold vupon me, I was 
going to Damaſcus With Letters irom the 
High Prieſt to make Havock of God's 
Pcople there, as I kad made Havock of 
them in cther places. Thcile bloody 
Letters were not impoſcd upon me, 1 
went to the Fitgh Prieit and defired them 
of him, A&s 9. 1,2, And yet he ſaved 
me .: 
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me ! I was one of the men, of the chief 
men, that had a hand in the blood of his 
Mar yr Stephen, yet he had mercy on me ! 
When I was at Domaſom, I ſtunk fo hor- 
ribly like a Blood-ſucker, that I became a 
Terrour to all thereabout. Yea, Ana- 
nias ( good man) made interceſſion to 
my Lord againſt me, yet he would have 

mercy upon me ! Yea joyned mercy to 
mercy, until he had made me a monu- 
ment of Grace. He made a Saint of me, 

and periwaded me, that my tranſprefſi- 
ons were forgiven me. 

When 1 bezan to preach, thoſe that 
heard me were amazed ; and ſaid, Is not 
this he that deſtroyed them that c: led on this 
Name wm Jeruſalem, and came hicher foy 
that intent, that be might bring them tound 
to the High Pricjt ? Hell doth know th at 
I was a Siane1 -: Heaven doth know that 
I was a Sinner ; The World allo knows 
that I was a Sinner, a Sinner of the great= 
eſt ſize; but 1 obtained mercy, Ads 9g, 


Shall not this lay az Obligation upon 
me? Is not Love of the greateſt force 
to oblige ? Is 1t not {trong as Death ? 
Cruel as the Grave, and hotter than the 
Coais or Juniper ! Hath it not a moſt ve- 
hement flame ? Can the Waters quench 
it; 
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it? Can the Floods drown it? I am un- 
der the force of it, and this is my conti- 
nual cry, What ſhall I render to the Lord 
for all the Benefits which he has beſtowed 
upon me? 

Ay ! Paul, this 1s ſomething, thou 
ſpeakeſt like a Man, like a man affe&ed, 
and carried away with the love and grace 
of God. Now this ſenſe, and this af- 
feion, and this labour, giveth to Chriſt 
the love that he looks for. But he might 
have converted twenty little ſinners, and 
yet not found, for grace beſtowed, So 
much love in them all. 

I wonder how far a man might go 
among the Converted Sinncrs of the 
ſmaller ſize, before one could find one 
that ſo much as looks any thing this way- 
ward, Where 1s he that 1s thus under 
pangs of love for the Gr:ce beſtowed 
upon him- by Jeſus Chrift ? Excepting 0n- 
ly fome few; you may walk to the 
Worlds end and find none. But, 48 71 
ſaid, fome there arc, and ſo there has 
been in every age '0i the Church, great 
ſinners, that have kad mvch {orgiven 
them. And they love much up01 this ac» 
gw wy 

efus Chriſt therefore knows wh at he 
to when he lays hold on tis ncarts 
of 
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of linners of the biggeſt fize. He knows 
that ſuch an one will love more than ma- 
av that have not finned half their fins. 

[ will tell you a Story that I have read 

of Martha and 7Mary; the Name of the 
Book I have forgot. I mean of the Book 
in which I found the Relation ; but the 
S thing was thus: 
S <Martha, ſaith my Author, was a very 
4 holy Woman, mnch like Lazar, her 
Brother ; but ary was a looſe and wan- 
ton creature. Marthz did ſeldom mils 
good Serinons, and Lectures, when ſhe 
could come at them in Jeruſalem bnt 
Aary would frequent the houſe of Sports, 
and the company of the vileſt of Men 
tor luſt. And though Af:rthe had often 
dciired that her Silter would go with her 
to hear her Preachers: Yea, had often 
entreated her with Tears, to do lt, yet. 
could ſhe never prevail ; for {til Mary 
would make her excuſe, or reject her with 
diſdain for her Zcal and Precifeneſs in 
Religion. 

Atter Aa'tha had waited Iong, tried 
many ways to bring her Siſter to good, 
F and all proved ineffetual, Ar laſt, ſhe 
| comes upon her' thus: Siſter, quoth ſhe, 

i pray thee. go with me to the Temple to day, 
' to Lear one preach a Sermon, What kind 
, D Ot 
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o1 Preacher 13 h-, ſaid ſhe ? Aartha re- 
Fiied, [t 15 one jcins of Nazareth, be s 
the hanajor:-(t may that ever you ſaw with 
JG C50o, O.:! he fr mes 1 Becaitty, aig 
15 & moſt excellent Pre «cher, 

Now what does ary? After alittle 
pauſe, but goes up 1:9 Der Chamber, 


and with her Pins and her Clouts, decks} 
up her ſelf as fine as her fingers could 8 
make her. This done, away ſhe goes, | 
not with her Siſter Martha, bat as much 
vnoblerved as ſhe could, to the Sermon, 


Or rather to Sce the Preacher. 


The Hour and Preacher being come, 
and ſhe having obſerved whercabout the 
Preacher would ſtand, goes and ſets her 
ſelf ſo in the Temple, that ſhe might be 
{ure to have the full view of this excel- 
lent Perſon. So he comes in, and ſhe 
looks, and the firſt glimps of his Per- 
fon pleaſed her, Well, Jew addreſſeth 


himſelf to his Sermon, and ſhe looks 


carneſtly on hit. | 

Now at that time, ſaith my Author, 
Jeſus Preached about the loſs Sheep, the 
icſt Groat, and the prodigal Child. And 
when he came to ſhew what care the 
Shepherd took for one loſt Sheep, an 
how the Woman ſwept to find her Piece 
whicy 
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which was loſt, and what Joy there was 
at their finding; ſhe began to be taken 
by the Ears, and forgot what ſhe came 
about, muſing what the Preacher would 
make on't : But when he came'to the Ap- 
plication, and ſhewed that by the loft 
Sheep, was meant a great Sinner; by the 
Shepherds care, was meant God's love 
for great Sinners; and that by the Joy of 
the Neighbours, was ſhewed what Joy 
there was among the Angels in Heaven 
over one great Sinner that repenteth ; 
She began to be taken by the Heart, And 
as he ſpake the'z laſt words, ſhe thought 
he pitched his innocent Eyes juſt upon 
her, and looked as it he ſpake what was 
now faid, to her. Wherefore her heart 
began to tremble, being ſhaken with at- 
fection and fear; then her Eyes run 
down with tears apace; wherefore ſhe 
was forced t> hide her face with her 
Handkerchief, and fo fat ſobbing and 
crying all the rcſt of the Sermon. 

Sermon being done, np ſhe gets, and 
away ſhe goes, and withal, inquired 
where this Jeſus the Preacher dined that 
day ? And one told her, at the houte of 
Simon the Phariſee, So away goes ihe, 
firſt to her Chamber, and there ſtrips her 
ſelf of ker wanton Attire; thea talls up- 
D2 on 
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on her knees to a«k God foroir-ncfs fos 
all her wicked hfe, This done, in a 
modeſt drr'is ſh: gors to Smon's houſe, 


where ſhe fings Jeſus ſet at [;i-ner, + £0 


ſhe gets behind him, and weers, ard 
grops her tcars upon his Feet like Rain, 
and waſhes them, and wipes them wi-h 
the Hairs of her Head. She alſo kiſed 
His Feet with her Lips, and anoinr«d 
them with Oyntment, When S:m04 the 
Phariſee perceived what the Woman did, 
and being 1znorant of what it was to be 
forgtven much (for he never was for- 
given more than Fifty Pence.) He be- 
gan to think within himſelf, that he had 
been miſtaken about Tejus Chriſt, becauſe 
he ſuſtered ſuch a Sinner as this Woman 
was, to rouch him. Surely, quoth he, 
this Man, it he were a Prophet, would 

not. let this Woman come near him, for 
he 18a Town Slaner, ( fo 1gnorant are all 
Self-rightcous men: of the way of Corij; 
v-ith Sinners ) Bur Icfſt Afary ſhould be 
diſcouraged with fome clowniſh carriage 
of this / Phariff ce, and fo deſcrt her good 
bc cginnings, « and hcr new ſteps which ſhe 
now had oe 'n ro take towards eternal 
Life, Jeſus began thus with Simon: St- 


wn, ſaith he, 1 have ſomewhat to ſay | 


#unis tree, Aid. he faith, Haſte. ſy on. 
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There was, ſaid Jeſus, a cor 'ain Cre/itor 
bad tw Debtors, the one owed him Five 
pundred Pence, and tbe other, Fifty, Ans 
when they had nothing to pay, be frankly 
forgave them both. Tell me therefore which 
f tnem will lowe hi;a mojt ? SIMON anſwer = 
4 and ſaid, 1 ſuproſe he t9 whom be for- 
cave moſt, And he ſaid unto bym, Thots 
br rizhily ridged. And he turned to the 
Woman, and ſaid 4at9 Simon, Secft thor: 
this Woman? TI entre! into thy bovwſe, 
thou gave me no Water for my Feet: But 
ſhe bath waſhed my Feet with tears, and 
wiped them with the hairs of her "head. 
Thou gaveſt me 19 kiſs, bitt this Woman, 
fance the time I came in, hath wot ceaſed to 
_ ry Feet, My FHlead with Oyl thou 
atdje not anoint, but this Woman hat 
cinted my Feet with Oyntment, Where 
for ] ſay unto thee, Her Sins mich are 
may, arc ſourgiven, for ſhe loved wich; 
It to whom little is jorgiyen, t''e ſame 
loveth —_ e. AN 11 ve f aid unto ber, Thy Sits 
uy for | UK. 39, 3/9 38, 39, 4-3 
+1, 42, RH 
Thus you have tine Story, It I come 
ſhort jn any Circumſtance, I bez Pardon 
©: thoſe that can correct me. *Tis three 
or four and twenty Years fince ] faw tne 
Book, yct I have, as far as my memory 
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will admit, given you the relation of the 
Matter. However, Luke, as you fee, 
doth here preſent yon with the Subſtance 
of the whole. 

Alas! Chrift Feſus has but little thanks 
for the ſaving of little Sinners. To 
whom little us forgiven, the ſame loveth 
little He gets not Water for his Feet, 
by his ſaving of ſuch Sinners. There 
are abundance of dry-eycd Chriſtians in 
the World, and abundance of dry-eyed 
Duties too : Duties that never were wet- 
ted with the tears of Contrition and 
Repentance, nor ever {weetned with 
the great Sinners box of Oyntment. and 
the reaſon 1s, ſuch ſinners have not great 
fins to be faved from ; or if they have, 
they look upon them in the diminiſhing- 
£iaſs of the Holy Law of God, But I 
rather believe that the Proteſlors of our 
days want a due ſenſe of what they are; 
for verily, for the generality of them, 
both before and fince Converſion, they 
have been finners of a Juity fi7c: Bur if 
their Eyes be holden, it Convictions are 
not ſhown, if their knowledze of their 
tins is but like to the eye-1t1zht in twi- 
light, the Heart cannot be affected with 
that grace that has laid hold on the man, 
and fo Chriſt Jeſus ſows much, and has 


little coming in. Wherctore 


fo2 the Cfleft of rn. 67 
Wherefore his way is oft-times to 
ſtep out of the way, to Jericho, to Samas 


? Bris, to the Countrey of the Gaddarens, 


to the Coaſts of Tyre and Sidon, and alſo 
to Mount Calvary, that he may lay hold 
of ſuch kind of Sinners as will love him 
to his liking, Luke. 19. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 
8, 9, 10. Jobn 4. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,8, 9, 19,0. 
Mark 5- 1,2, 3, 44 5+ 6, 7, S, 9, 10,11, 
12, 13,14, 15,16, 17, $1, 19, 20. Matt, 
I5. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. Luke 
23. 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 49,41, 42z 


43. 

But thus much for the Sixth Reaſon, 
why Chrift Jeſus would have Mercy offer- 
cl] in the firſt place to the biggeſt Sin- 
rers; to wit, becauſe ſuch ſinners when 
converted, are apt to love tim moſt. 
The Feruſalem-ſinners were they that 
out-ſtript, when they were Converted, 
in ſome things, all the Churches of the 
Gentiles, They were of one heart, and of 
ene Soul, neither ſaid any of thim, that 
ought of tre things that they poſſeſſed was 
toe onn:; neither was there any among 
tem that lacked, fir as many as were poſſej- 
ſors of Lands, or Houſes, ſold them, and 
brou, bt the price of the things that were 
fold, and laid them down at the Apoſtles 
feet, &c. ACts 4. 32, 33, 34, 35- Now 
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will admit, given you the relation of the 
Matter. However, Luke, as you fee, 
doth here preſent yon with the Subſtance 
of the whole. 

Alas! Chrift Jeſus has but little thanks 
for the ſaving of little Sinners. To 
whom little us forgiven, the ſame loveth 
little He gets not Water for his Feet, 
by his ſaving of ſuch Sinners. There 
are abundance of dry-eyed Chriſtians in 
the World, and abundance of dry-eyed 
Duttes too : Duties that never. were wet- 
ted with the tears of Contrition and 
Repentance, nor ever {weetned with 
the great Sinners box of Oyntment. and 
the reaſon is, ſuch f{inners have not great 
fins to be ſaved from ; or if they have, 
they look upon them in the diminſhing- 
giaſs of the Holy Law of God. But I 
rather believe that the Proteſlors of our 
days want a dne ſenſe of what they are; 
for verily, for the generality of them, 
both before and ſince Converſion, they 
have bcen finners of a Juity fi7c: Bur if 
their Eyes be holden, it Convictions are 
not ſhown, if their knowledze of their 
fins 1s but like to the eye-1tzht in twi- 
light, the Heart cannot be affected with 
that grace that has laid hold on the man, 
and fo Chriſt Jeſus ſows much, and has 
little coming in. W herctore 
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Wherefore his way is oft-times to 
ſtep out of the way, to Jericho, to Samas 
ria, to the Countrey of the Gaddarens, 
to the Coaſts of Tyre and Sidon, and alſo 
to Mount Calvary, that he may lay hold 
of ſuch kind of Sinners as will love him 
to his liking, Luke. 19. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 75 
8, 9, 10. Jobn 4. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,8, 9, 19, Oc. 
Mark 8. 1,2, 3, 4, $: 6, 7, % 9» 1% 1s 
12, 13,14, 15,16, 17, $1, 19, 20. Matt. 
I5. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. Luke 
23. 33, 344 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 49,41, 423 
43. 
Bute thus much for the Sixth Reaſon, 
why Chrift Jeſus would have Mercy offer- 
cl] in the firſt place to the biggeſt Sin- 
rers; to wit, becauſe ſuch ſinners when 
converted, are apts to love tim moſt. 
The Feruſalem-ſtnners were they that 
out-ſtript, when they were Converted, 
in ſome things, all the Churches of the 
Gentiles, They were of one heart, and of 
ene Soul, neither ſaid any of thim, that 
ought of tre things tbat they poſſeſſed was 
toeir onwn:; neither was there any among 
tnem that lacked, fir as many as were poſſeſ- 
ſors of Lands, or Houſes, ſold them, and 
brou, ht the price of the things that were 
fold, and laid them down at the Apoſtles 
feet, &c. AQs 4. 32, 33, 34, 35- Now 
D.4 how 
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fhow-me ſuch another Pattern if you can 
But why did theſe do thus? Oh ! they 
were Jeruſalem-ſanners, Theſe were the 
Men that but a little before, had kil- 
led the Prince of Life, and thoſe to whom 
he did, thar notwithſtanding, ſend the 
firſt offer of Grace and Mercy. And the 
{enſe of this, took thein up betwixt the 
Earth and the Heaven, and carried them 
on in ſuch ways and methods, as could 
never be trodden by any ſince. They 


talk of the Church of Rome, and ſet” her 


1n her Primitive ſl ate, as a Pattern, and 
Tiother of Churches; K _ the Truth 


Conve rts, that out- aid all the Chy "CCS 
Taat ever Was, 

Seventhly, Chriſt Jeſus would have 
Mercy offered in the firſt Place to the 
viggelt tnners, becanſe Grace, when it 15 
ecerved by fuck, Jinds mattcr to line 

#11071 716"e fr «Cty than it tin S 111 othcr frn- 
rcrs, Great _ NCrs arc tke the &ry 
I]ovcr, or hike 2 at Condics, which bu 
belt : and ſkines with big ” Jig, | lay 
not this down  ] "yp hole Real 
beiore, to ſhew, that when great $1n- 
ners arc Converted, they will be cncou- 
ragement to others, though that 1s true; 
but, to fhewgthat Chriſt has a dclight to 
F Icc 


cans 
hey 
the 
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ſee Grace, the Grace we receive, t# 
(bine. We love to ſee T hings that bear 
a good Gloſs, yea, we chuſe to buy _ 
kind of matter to work upon, as will, 
wrought up to what we intend, caſt that 
Iaſtre that we deſire. Candles that burn 
not bright, we like not: Wood that 1s 
green W 711 rather \mother and ſputter and 
{moak, and crack, and flounce, than caſt 
a brave light and pleaſant heat. Where- 
fore great Folks care not much, not ſo 
mueh for {ach kind of things, as for 
them that will better an{wer ther ends. 
Hence Chriſt delires the biggeſt Sins. 
nerg 1n him there is Matter to work by, 
to Wit a great deal of fin; for as by 
e Tallow of the Candle; the Fire takes 
Callin to burn the brighter : ſo by the 
in ap the Soul, Grace takes occaſion to 
/hine the clearer. Little Candles ſhine 
but little, for there wanteth matter tor 
the Fire to work upon ; but in the great 
Sinner, here is tnore matter for Grace to 
work by. Faith ſhincs, whea it work- 
ch towards Clrift, through the ſides of? 
many and great Tranſzreilors ; and” fo 
acces Love, for that myvch 35 forgi, "EN, 
And what matter can be found in ths 
Soul for Humility to work by fo well, : 
by 2a light that 1 have cen and am an 
25 aDominae : 
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abomingble Sinner ? And the ſame is to he 
ſaid of Patience, Meekneſs, Gentleneſs, 


Self-denial, or of any other Grace, | 


Grace takes occaſion by the vileneſs of 
the man, to ſhine the more; even as by 
the ruggedneſs, of a very ſtrong Diſtem- 
per, or Diſeaſe, the vertue of the Me- 
Uicine 1s the beſt made manifeſt. Where 
Sin abounds, Grace much more abounds, 
Rom. 5. 20, A black ftring makes the 
Neck look whiter ; great Sins makes 
Grace burn clear. Some ſay when Grace 
and a good Nature meet together, they 


do make ſhining Chriſtians; but I fay, Þ 


when Grace and a great Sinner meets, 
and when Grace ſhall ſubdue that great 
Sinner to it ſelf, and ſhall operate after 


its kind in the Soul of that great Sin- | 


ner, then we have a ſhining Chriſtian ; 


an k © p-_ 


y wt as Aa wad of PA 


| 
; 


: 


Witneſs all thoſe of whom mention was | 


made before. 

Abraham was among the idolaters 
when in the Land of 4ſ[yria, and ſerved 
dols with his Kindred on the other fide 
of the Flood, Jof. 24. 2. Gen. 11, 31. 
þet who when called, was there in the 
World, in whom Grace ſhone fo bright 
aS in him ? 


fexe the Word 05 God came to m_— 
ut. 
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JT he Theſſalonians were Idolaters, be- | 


fo2 the Utleſf of Men. m1 © 
but when they had received it, they be» 
came examples to all that did beleive, in 
Macedonia and Achaia, 1 Thef]. 1.6, 7, 
8, 9, 10. 

God the Father, and Jeſus Chrif® his 
Son, are for having things ſeen, for ha» 


ving the Word of Life held forth. They 


| light not a Candle that it might be put 


under a Buſhel, or under a Bed, but on 
a Candleſtick, that all that come in may 
ſee the light, Matt. 5. 15. Mar. 4. 12. 
Luk. $. 16, chap. 11. 33. 


And I ay, as I ſaid before, in whom 
is It like fo to ſhine, as in the Souls of 
great finners ? 

When the Jewiſh Phariſecs dallied 
vith the Goſpel, Chr:;t threatned to 
take it from them, and to give it to 
the barbarous Heathens, and Jdolaters. 
Why ſo? For they, faith he, will bring 
forth the Fruits thereof in their ſeaſon. 
Therefore I ſay unto you, The Kingdom of 
God ſhall be taken from you, end given to 
a Nation bringing forth the fruits thereof, 
Mat. 21. 41, 43. 

I have often marvelled at our Youth, 
and ſaid in my heart, What ſhould be the 
reaſon that they ſhould be ſo generally 
at this day debauch:d as they are! For 
they 
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they are now Profanc to atna7ement: 
And ſometimes 1 have thought one thing, 
and ſometimes another : That is, why 
God ſhould ſuffer it fo to be. Ar aft 1 
have thought of this : How if the God 
whoie ways are Paſt ſinding out, ſhould 
faffer it ſo to be now, that he might 
make of ſome of them the more glori- 
ous Saints hereafter. I know Sin 1s of 
the Devil, but it cannot work in the 
world without permiſſion: And if it 
happens to be as I have thought, it will 
not be the firſt time that God the Lord 
hath caught Satan in his own delign, 
tor my part, | believe that the time 1s 
at hand, that we ſhall ſee better Saints 
in the World, than has been ſeen 1n it 
&his many a day. And this Vileneis that 
at preſent does ſo much ſwallow up our 
Youth, is one cauſe of my thinking fo : 

For out of them, for from among them, 

when God ſers to his Hand, as of old, 

Fon ſhall ſce what penitent 'ones, what 
trembling ones, and what admirers of 
Srace, will be found to profeſs the Gof- 
pel, to the glory of God by Chriſt. 

Alas! We are a company of worn- 
out Chriſtians, cur oor 15 In the Wane; 
we are much more black than white, 
more dark than light; we ſhine but a 
little; 
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little; Grace in the moſt of vs, 1s de- 
cayed. But I ſay, when they of there 
debariched ones that are to be faved, 
ſhall be brought in; when theſe that 
look more like Devils than Men, ſhall be 
CR” to Chr ft (and I believe ſe- 

eral of them will ) then will Chriſt be 
a. Grace adored, the Word pri- 
7ed, Srons Paths better trodden, and 
Men in the purſuite of their own Salva- 
tion, to the amazement of them that 
are lett behind. 


Juſt before Chr:/t came into the Fleſh, 
the World w as Degener ated as It 1s now 
The generality of the Men in Jeruſalem 
were become cither high and famous for 
Hypocriſe, or hlthy baſe in their Lives. 
The Devil alſo was broke looſe in hide- 
ous manner, and had taken poſſeſſion of 
many: Yea, I believe that there was 
never Generation before nor ſince, that 
could pc ſo many poſeſled "with 
"Devils, deformed, lame, blind, and in- 
fected with monſtrous Diſeaſes, as that 
Generation could, But what was the 
reaſon thereot? 1 mean the reaſon from 
God? Why one (and we may ſom up 
more in that anſwer that Chr: gave to 
his Diſciples concerning him that was 
born 
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God might be made manifeſt in them, 
and that the Son of God might be glo- 
rified thereby, Toh, 9. 2,3. chap. IT. 4. 
Now if theſe Devils and Diſeaſes, as 
they poſſeſſed Men then, were to make 
way and work for an approaching Chriſt 
in Perſon, and for the declaring of his 
Power, why may we not think that now, 
even now alſo, he is ready to come by 
his Spirit in the Goſpel to heal many 
of the Debaucherics of our Age ? I can- 
not believe that Grace will take them all, 
| for there are but few that are ſaved: But 
| yer It will take ſome, even ſome of the 
worſt of Men, and make Bleſſed ones 
of them. But O! how theſe Kinglea- 
ders in Vice, will then ſhine in Vertue | 
' They will be the very Pillars in Charches, 
they will be as an Enſign in the Land; 
The Lord their God ſhall ſave them in that 
day, as the Flock of his People, for they 
ſhall be as the Stones of a Crown, lift up as 


who are theſe? Even Idolatrous Epki arm, 
and backſliding Judah, Ver, 13. 

I know there is ground to fear, that 
the Iniquity of this Generation will be 
purſued with heavy Judgments: But 
that will not hinder What we have 4 

poſe 


> 
» 


- born Blind) was, that the Works of 


_ en Enſign upon the Land, Zech. 9. 16. But - 
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poſed : God took him a glorious Church 
out. of Bloody Jeruſalem, yea, out of 
the chief of the Sinners there, and left 
the reſt to be taken and ſpoiled, and 
ſold Thirty for a Penny, in the Nations 
where they were Captives. The Gol- 
pel working gloriouſly in a place, to 
the ſeizing upon many of the ringleading 
Sinners thereof, promiſeth no ſecurity 
to the reſt, but rather threatneth them 
with the heavieſt and ſmarteſt: Judge- 
ments; as in the Inſtance . now given, 
we have 2 full demonſtration ; but 1n 
defending, the Lord will defend his Peo- 
ple; and in faving, he will fave his In- 
heritance. 

Nor docs this ſpeak any great com- 
fort to a decayed and backiliding fort 
of Chriſtians, for the next time God 
rides Poſt with his Goſpel, he wall 
leave ſuch Chiiſtians behind him. But 
| fay, Chriſt is reſolved to ſet up his 
Light in the World; yea, he 1s delight- 
ed to fee his Graces ſhine, and there- 
fore he commands that his Goſpel ſhould 
to that end, be offered in the firſs place 
to the biggeſt Sinners; for by great 
Sins it ſhineth moſt ; Theretsre ke faith, 
Begin a4 Jeruſalem, 


Eigntbly, 
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Eighthly, And laſtly, Chriſt Teſus will 
have Mercy to 'be offered j Ig the firſt place 
to the biggeſt Sinners, Far that by that 
means the ns that are left bend, 
will be at the Judgment, the more left with- 
out excuſe, 

God's Word has two edges, it can 
cut back-ftroke and fore-ſtroke. If it 
doth thee no good, it will do thee 
hurt; *Tis-the favour of Life unto Life 
to thoſe that reccive< it, but of Death 
unto Death to them that refuſe jr, 2 Coy, 

15, 16. But this 15 not all, the tender 
of Grace to the biggeſt Sinners, In the 
firſt place, will not only leave the reſt, 
or thoſe that refuſe it, in a deplorable 
condition, but will alſo {ton their mouths, 
and cut off all _— to excuſe, tt 
that day. If 7 had not come and ſpoken 
unto them, faith Chriſt, they had not bad 
Sin; but now they have no cloke for thy 
fn, for their ſin of perſevering i Im- 
penitence, John 15. 22. 

But what d1d ne ſpcak to them - Why 
even that which 1 have told you; tO 
wit, That he has in ſpecial, a delight i 
faving the biggeſt Sinners. He fpake 
this in the way of his Doctrine, he ipal.e 
this in the way of his Practice, even to 
the pouring out of his la; bycath veiore 
them, Zh. 23. 34. NV 
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Now fince this is ſo, what can the 
Condemned at the Judgement ſay for 
themſelves, why Sentence of Death ſhould 

10t be palled upon them ? I ſay, what 
excuſe can they make for themſelves, 
when they ſhall be asked why they did 
not in the day of Salvation come to 
C'iri/t to be ſaved ? Will they have ground 
to ſay to the Lord, Thou waſt only for 
ſaving of little Sinners, and therefore 
becauſe they were fgreat ones, they durlſt 
not come unto him; Or chat than hadſt 
= compaſſion for the biggelt Sinners, 

therefore I dicd in deſpair ; wii] theſe 
be excuies for them asTthe Caſe now Rend- 
eth with them ? ls rhere not cvery 
where in God's Book a flat contradiction 
to this, in multicudes of Premites, of 
Invitations, of þ,v:; _ es. and tine like £ 
Alas; alas! there wii! then be there mul- 
lions Of Sis to Ba this Pica ; rea- 
dy 1 fay, to ſftird up and fay, O! de- 
ceived World, Heimen ſwarms with ſuch, 
as was, when they wire tm the World, to 
the fill as bad as you. 

NOW 4 Willi Kit all plea Or £xc! 
why they fhonll nor per ith in their 
yea, the Tex: {2ys, they ſhall ſce tnem 
there; Ther: {hall be weeping, W211 yore 
tall fee Abrah.im, and Jjaic, and Jacob, 

. and 


_ 
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and all the Prophets in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and you your ſelves thruſt out, 
And they ſhall come from the Eaſs, and 
from the Weſt, and from the North, and 
from the South, and ſhall ſit down in tn 
Kmgdom of God, Luk. 13. 28, 29, Out 
of which company it is eafie to pick 
ſuch, as ſometimes were as bad People 
as any now breathe on the face of the 
Earth. What think you of the firſt Men, 
by whoſe fins there are millions now 1n 
Hell? And ſo I may ſay, what think you 
of ten thouſand more belides ? 

Bur if the Word will not ſtifle and 
gagg them up, I ſpeake now for ampli- 
fication ſake, the view of thoſe who are 
ſaved ſhall. 

There comes an JInceſtuous Perſo! to 
the Barr, and.pleads that the bigneſs of 
his Sins was a barr to his receiving, the 
Promiſe ; But will not his mcuth be ſtopt 
as to that, when Lt and the Inceſtugus 
Corinthian thall be fet before him, Gen, 
19. 33, 34, 35, 3% 1 CO. $5. 1,2. 

There comes a Thief and fays, Lord ! 
my /in of Thejt, I thought, was ſuch a5 could 
not be pard:med by thee ! But when he fnall 
ſee the Thief that was ſaved on the 
Croſs, ſtand by, as clothed with Heau- 
keous Glory, what further can he A 
avie 


% 
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able to obje&? Yea, the Lord will pro*® 
duce ten thouſand of his Saints at his 
coming, who ſhall after this manner exe- 
cute ]uJgment upon all, and ſo conwmce 
all that are ungodly among them of all 
the hard ſpeeches which ungodly ſanners 
have ſpoken againſt him, Jude 15, 16. And 
theſe are hard ſpeeches againſt him, To 
fay that he was not able or wiliing to 
ſave Men, becauſe of the greatneſs of 
their ſins, or to ſay that they were diſ- 
couraged by his Word from Repentance, 
becauſe of the heinouſacſs- of their of- 
fences. 

Theſe things, 1 ſay, ſhall then be con- 
futed ; He comes with ten thonſand of 
his Saints to conſute them, and to ſtop 
their months from making objections 
azainſt their own eternal damnation. 

Here is Alam tle deſtroyer of the 
World ; here is Let that lay with both bys 
Daughters; here 18 Abraham that was 
ſometimes an Jdslater, and Jacob that 
was a Supplunter, and Ruben that lay with 
his Fathers Concubine, and Judab thet lay 
with his Davgitcr-in-Law, and Levi and 
Simeon that wicke4'y flew the Sechemites ; 
and Aaron that made an Idol to be Wor- 
ſhipped, and that proclaimed a Religi- 
ous Feaſt unto ir, Here is alſo Raves 
the 


29 
the Harlot, 


Baſtard fo Pawid,. 


Alas, alas ! 


Without Which, 


I ſay, 


5 gig 
GI07 Jews 
anc Batnſhcba that bare 
Here 1s S9/omon that 


Canaans Daughter, of Mary Magdalcn, 
ot Matthew the Pub lican, and of Grd - 
on and Sampſon, and many broulancs 
more, 


what will theſe $S11- 


without goubt, 


a 


great Backſlider, and Aanaſſeth that 
| man of Blood, and 2 Witch. Time ||. 
| would fail to tell you of the Woman ot | 


ners do, that have, through their unbe- 
liet, ecliſped the glorious Jarrenefs of 
the mercy of God, and gave way to 
deſpair of Salvaiion becauſe of the big- 
neſs of their ſins ! 

For all theſe, though now glorto 
Saints in Light, were ſometimes Sinners 
of the bigs oft liz”, who had lins that 
were of a notorious hz; Yet now, 
lay, they are in their ſhining and hea- 
venly Robes before the Throne of God 
and of the Lamb, Blcfling for ever and 
evcr, that Son of Goa tor their S1va- 
tion, who dycd fo; 0; Tree; 
admiting that ever it thould come 1nto 

» thcir Hearts Once tO think of coming, 10 
God by Chriſt; Burt above al blcſing 
God for oCanring of them lizht to 1Ccc 
thoſe incouragements 15 Js 1 eltament 3 


they had 
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heen daunted and funk gown nader volt 
of Sin and Deipair, :s their f-ilow 11 
ners have done. 

But now they alſo are all Wirneſſes 
for God, and for his Grace, againit an na- 
belioving World; for as I faid choy 
ſh i11 come to convr.ce the World of their 
Speeches, their hard and nabelicving 
"—_ that they have ſpoken concern- 
1:12 the mercy of God, and the merits 
of "the Paſſion of his blefied Son Jeſus 
Criſt. 

But will it not, think you, ſtrangely 
put to tilence all ach thoughts, and 
words, and reaſoning ; of LIC Ungodly 
before the Barr of God? donvrick I 
will; yea, and will lend them away from 
nis preſence ailo, with the greateſt guilt 
that poſlibly can faſten vpon the Conſci- 
ences of Men. 


For - what wall Ring like this? T have 
through mine own F*-- '{h, narrow, un- 


worthy, WE Oratoing thoughts of the 
love and ability of Cl»!7 to fave me 
brought my icit to crerlaſting rune. 
"115 rene, E was a horridle linger, not 
one in a hundred aid live { ile alite as 
I]. but this hou! not have rept me from 
cloli: 1 with Jeſus Corif ; 1 ſee now that 
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were as bad as I have been; but they 
were ſaved by Faith, and 1 am damned by 
Unbelief. 

Wretch that I am! why did not I 
give glory to the Redeeming Blood of Fe- 
ſis? Why did 1 not humbly caſt my Soul 
at his bl. {ſed foor-ſtool for Mercy ? Why 
did I judge of his ability to lave me 
by the voice of my ſhallow reaſon, and 
the voice of a guilty Conſcience ? Why 
betook not I my ſelf to the holy Word 
of God ? Why did I not read and pray 
that I might underſtand, ſince now I 
perceive. that God ſaid then He giveth 
liberally to them that pray, and upbraideth 
not Jam. 1. 5. 

"Tis rational to think, that by ſuch 
Cogitations* as theſe, tie unbeleving, 
World will be torn in pieces before 
the Judgment of Chriſt ; Eſpecially thoſe 
that have lived where they did or 
might have heard the Goſpel of the 
Grace of God. Oh! that jaying, It 
ſhall be more telcrable for Sodom at the 
Judgment, than for them, will be better 
uugeritood, See Dyke 15, 8, 9, 10, 
F1, 1. 

This Reaſon therefore ſtandeth faſt ; 
Namely, That Chriſt, by offering mer- 
cy 1a the oſt place to the biggeſt Sin= 
Nets, 
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nere. Tow, will ſtop all mon bs of the im- 
penite:'t at the day of TYuizement, and 
cnt off a; excu{e that ſha'l be :ttempred 
to p2 made ( from the rhoughts of rhe 
greatneſs of their Sins) why they came 
nct to him. 

I have often thought of the day of 
Judgment, and how God will deal wich 
ſinners at that day: And I believe it 
will be managed with that ſweetneſs, 
with that equicableneſs, with that excel- 
lent Righteouſneſs, as to every fin, and 
circumſtance, and aggravation thereof, 
that men that are damned, before the 
Judgment is over, ſhall receive ſuch con- 
viction of the righteous Jndgment of 
God upon them, and of their deſerts of 
Hell fire, that they ſhall in themſelves 
conclude that there is all the reaſon in 
the world that they ſhould be ſhut out 
of Heaven, and go to Heil-hre ; Theſe 
ſhall £ away into everlaſting five , "Matt. 


og this will tear, T hat they have 
mitt of Mercy and Glory, and obtained 
everlaiting damnation through their uns 
belicf. But it will tear but th emſelves, 
but their ow# Souls; they will gnalh up- 
on themſelves : For in that Mercy was 
offerec! to the chief of them 1a the firſf 
place, 
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Place, and yet they were damned for 
re\"&ing of it: They were damned fot 
0 LU KM ; what .they had a propriety in; 
, torſaging their Own Mercy. 
"Jna thus much tor the Reaſons, 1] 
\7 1 conclude with a word of Applica- 
LON, 


— — — —— 


The APPLICATION. 


FP, Would Jeſs Chriſt have Mercy 
offered in the ff place to the big- 
geſt ſinners ? Then this ſhews us how to 
make a right judgment of the reart of 
Chriſt to Men. Indeed we have advan- 
tage to gueſs at the zoodnefh of his * 
Heart, by many things; as by his taking 
our uature upon him, his dying for us, 
his ſeading his Word and Miniſters to 
us; and all that we might be ſaved. 
But this of bez LIE to offer mercy to Je- 
ruſalem, 1S that which heichtens all the 
relt ; for this doth not only confirm to 
us, that Love was the cauſe of his d Ing 
for us, but it ſhews us yet mo: the 
depth of that Love : He might have dyed 
for us, and yt, have extenc led the benefit 
of his death to a tew, as one might 
call them, of the beſt-conditicyui-ho- 
ners, 
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ners, to thoſz who ( thought they were 
weak, and ſo could not ur 1in ) yet 
made not a trade o' linat1g; To hoſe 
that i1nned not laviſhii-ly, Tarre are 
in the World, as one m+y ca:l ioem, the 
moderate Sinners ; the Sinners that /nix 
Righteouſneſs with their Poliu*ions; tac 
ſinners thar, though they b- .1nners, do 
what on their part lies, ( ſom? that are 
blind would think fo) that rhey might 
be ſaved. 1 ſay, it had been Love, 
great Love, if he had dyed for none but 
ſuch, and ſent is love to ſuch: But 
that he ſhould ſend out conditions of 
Peace to the bigzelſt of Sinners! yea, 
that they ſhould be offered to them firſt 


«Hoof all! (for ſo he means when he ſays, 


Begin et Jeruſalem) This is wonderful ! 
this ſhows his heart to purpoſe, as glſo 
the heart of God his Father who ſent 
him to do thus. 

There 1s nothirg more incident to 
Men that are awake in their Sculs, than 
to have wrong thoughts of God; 
Thoughts that ar narrow, and that 
pinch and pen up his Mercy ro ſcanty 
and beggarily concluſions, and ridged 
legal conditions ; juppoling that it 1s 
E rude and an intrenching upon his Mas 


F jcſty, to come our flves, or t0 1nvire 


= oth 


95 Good Nets 


others, until we have ſcraped and waſh- 
ed, and rubbed off as much of our dirt 
from vs as we think 1s convenient, to 


make us {omewhat orderly and hand- | 


ſome in his ſight. Such never knew 
what theſe Words meant, Begin at Je- 
ruſalem. Yea, ſuch in their hearts have 
compared the Father and his Son to nig- 
gardly rich Men, whoſe Money comes 
rom them like drops of bloed. True, 
ſays ſuch, God has Mercy, but he is 
loth to part with it. You muſt pleaſe 
him well, if you get any from him : 
He is not ſo free as many ſuppoſe, nor 
is he ſo willing to ſave as ſome pre- 
tended Goſpellers imagine: But I ask 
ſuch, If the Father and Son be not un- 
ſpeakably free to ſhew Mercy, why 
was this Clauſe put into our. Commil- 
tion to preach the Goſpel ? Yea, why 
did he ſay, Begin at Jeruſalem? For 
when men, through the weakneſs of their 
wits, have attempted to ſhew other rea- 
ſons why they ſhould have the firſt prof- 
fer of Mercy, yet I can prove ( by ma- 
ny undeniable Reaſons) that they of 
Jeruſalem (to whom the Apoſtles made 
the firſt offer, according as they were 
commanded ) were the biggeſt Sinners 


th..* ever did breath upon the face of 
God's 
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God's earth (ſet the unpardonable {in 
alde ) upon which my Doctrine ſtands 
like a Rock, T hat Jeſus the S51 of God 
would have Mercy in the firit place of- 
fered to the biggeſt Sinners: And if 
this doth not ſhew the heart cf the Fa- 
ther and the Son to be inhnite b free in 
beſtowing forgiveneſs of Sins, I conteſs 
my ſelf miſtaken. 

Neither is there, ſet this aſide, ano 
ther Argument like it, to ſhew us the 
wi] lingnefs of _ to ſave Sinners: 
For, as was faid before, all the reſt of 
the ſigns of Chris mercitulnels might 
have been limitted to Sinners that are fo 

and ſo qualified ; but when he jays, Be- 
gin at Jeruſalem, the Line 1s ſtretched 
out to the utmolt, no man can Imagine 
beyond it, and 1t 1s _ here to pinch 
and pare, to narrow, nd ſeek 2 bring 
It Within ſcanty es for he plainly 
ſaith, Begin at Jeruſal:m, The biggeſt 
dinner, 1s tne bizzelt Sinner; the biggeſt 
is the Jer uſal-m-ſrnner. 

'Tis true, he ſaith that Repeatance and 
Remijſuon of firs muſt £0 together ; bur yet 
Remifſion is ſent to the chief, the Feru- 
ſalem-finner, nor doth Repentance lel- 
ſen at all the Jeruſalem-ſmuers crimes , 
it diminiſheth none of his 11S, NOT cauſce 
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that there ſnonld be fo much as half a 
one the fewer: It only puts a ſtop to 
the Jeruſalem-/inncys courſe, and makes 
him willing to be faved freely by Grace ; 

and for time to come to be governed by y 
that bleſſed Word that has brought the 
Tidings of good things to him. 

Beſides, no man ſhews himſelt willing 
to be ſaved that repenteth not of his 
deeds, for he that goes on ſtill in his 
treſpaſſe:, declares that he is reſolved 
to prrſue his own dantnation further, 


Learn then to judge of the largeneſs of 
God's heart, and of the heart of his Son 
Teſus Chriſt, by the Word : Judge not 
thereof by feeling, nor by the reports of 
thy Conſcience ; Conſcience ts ofr-times 
here befooled, and made to go quite be- 
ficles the Word : *T was judging without 
the Word that made Davida ay. I am 
caſt off from God's cyes, . and ſhall- periſh 
01:0 day by the band of Saul, Plal, 31. 22. 
SSL 297.1; 

The Word had told him another thing ; 
namely, that he ſhould be King in ts 
ſtead, Our Text ſays alſo, that 7: ſus 
Chit bids Preachers in their preaching 
Repentince and Remiſhon of Sins, Begin 
firſk at Jeruſalem: | hereby declaiing 
| molt 
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moſt truly, the infinite largencſs of the 
mercif::1 heart of God and his Son, to 
the ſinful Children of 

Judge thou, | lay, da of the 
goodneſs of the heart of God and his 
Son, by thn1s Text, 20N4 by other of the 
ſame import 3 ſo ſault thou nor diſhonour 
the grace of God, nor needlelly fright. 
thy ſelf, nor vive away thy Faith, nor 
eratifie the Devil, nor loſe the benefit of 
his Word : | ſpeak now to weak Believers, 


Secondly, Would Teſus Chriſk have 
Mercy offered in the firſt place to the big- 
gelt Sinners, to the Jeruſalem ſinners ? Then, 
by this alſo, you muſt learn to judge of the 
ſufficiency of the merits of Chriſt; not. 
that the Merits of Chriſ# can be compre- 
hended, for that they are beyond the 
Conceptions of the whole World, being 
called The unſearchable riches of 'C briſt ; 
bur yet they may be apprehended to a 
conſiderable degree. Now the way to 
apprehend them moſt, is to conſider 
what offers, after his 'Reſurretion, he 
makes of his Grace to Sinners ; for to 
be ſure he will not offer beyond the Ver- 
tue of his Merits; becauſe, as Grace is 
dhe cauſe of his Merits, ſo his Merits 
re the baſis :ad bounds, upon and by 
E 3 Which 
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which his Grace ſtands good, and 1s let 
out to Sinners. Doth he then command 
that his Mercy ſhould be offered in the 
firſt place io the bizgeſt Sinners ? It de- 
clares that there is a ſufficiency 1n his 
Blood to fave the biggeſt Sinners. The 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt clcanſeth trom all 
Sin, And again, Be it knowa unto you, 
Aten ard Brethren, That through. this Man 
( this Man's Merit $) 1s preached to you 
the forgiveneſs of Sins, and by him All that 
belic Ve are juſl fied from 4 All things from 
wich they cculd not be juſtified by the Law 
f of Mofes, AQts 13. 28. 

Obſerve then thy Rule to make Judge- 
ment of the Sufficiency of the bleſſed Me- 
Tits of thy Saviour; if he had not been 
able to have reconciled the biggeſt Sin- 
ners t9 his Father by his Blood, he would 
not have ſent ro them; have ſent to them 
in the firſt place the Do&trine of Remiſ- 
tion of Sins; for Remiſſion of Sins 1s 
throvugh Faith in his Blocd : We are juſti- 
fied freely by the Grace of God, throngh 
the Redemption that is in the Blood of 

Chriſt. Upon the ſquare, as I may call 
it, of the worthineſs of the Blood of 
Chriſt, Grace acts, and offers F Foretve- 
neſs of Sin to Men, Epbeſ. 1. 7. Chap. 2. 
3, 14. Coloſ. 1. 20, 21, 22, 


Hence 
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Hence therefore we mult gather, T hat 
the Blood of Chriſt is of infinite value, 
for that ke offereth' Mercy to the big- 
geſt of Sinners : Nay forther, lince he 
offereth Mercy in the firſt place to the! 
bi2geſt Sinners; Conitdering allo that 
this firſt a&t of his, is that which the 
World will' take notice of, and expect 
it ſhould be continued unto the end; Al- 
ſo it is a diſparagement to a Man that 
ſeekes his own Glory in what he under- 
takes, to do that for a ſpurt, which he 

cannot continue and hold out in: This 

is our Lord's own Argument, He began 
to build, {aith he, but was not able ts finiſh, 
Luk. 14. 28, 29, 30. 

Shouldeſt thou hear a Man ſay, I am 
reſolved to be kind to the Poor, and 
ſhould begin giving with handfuls of 
Guinea's, you would conclude that either 
he is wonderful rich, or muſt ſtraighten 
his hand, or will ſoon be at the bottom 
of his Ric hes, Why this 15 the Caſe, 
Chriſt at his Reſurrection gave tt out 
that he would be good to the World; 
and firſt ſends to the biggeſt Sinners, with 
an intent to have Mercy on them. 'Now 


. the biggeſt Sinners cannot be ſaved but 


by abundance of Grace, 'tis nor a little 
that will fave great Sinners, Rom. 5. 17. 
E 4 And 
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And I fay again, fince the Lord Jeſus 
mounts thus high at the firſt, and ſends 
to the Feruſalem-frrners, that they may 
come firſt ro partake of his Mercy; It 
foliows that either he has unſearchable 
Riches of Grace and Worth in himſelf, 
or elſe he muſt ſtraighten his hand, or 
his Grace and Merits will be ſpent be- 
fore the World's at an end. But let it 
be believed, as ſurely as ſpoken, he 1s 
ſtill as full as ever! He is not a jot the 
poorer for all the Forgiveneſſes that he 
has given away to great Sinners; Alſo 
he is ſtil} as free as at firſt, for he never 
yet cailed back-this Word, Begin at the 
Teruſalem-ſinners, Ard as l ſad, ſince 
his Grace is extended according to the 
worth of his Merits; I conclude, that 
there 15 the ſame vertue in his Merits to 
ſave now, as there was at the very be 
ginning. 

O the the Riches of the Grace of Chriſt ! 
Oh the Riches of the Blood of Chriſt ! 

Thirdly, Would Jeſus Chriſt have Mer- 
cy offered in the firſt place co the big- 
zeſt tinners, Then here 15 encouragement 
for you that think, for wicked hcarts and 
lives, you bave not your fellows in the 
World ; yet to come to him. 


There 


fo2 the Citleft of Yen. 93 
There is a People that therefore fear 
leſt they ſhould be reje&ted of Jeſus 
Chriſt, becauſe of the greatneſs of their 
ſins; whenas you ſee here, ſuch are ſent 
to, ſent to by Jeſw Chriſ® to come to 
him for Mercy; Begin at Jeruſalem: 
Never did one thing anſwer another 
more fitly in this world, than this Text 
firteth ſuch kind of ſinners. As Facs 
anſwereth Face in a Glaſs, ſo this Texs 
anſ{wereth the neceſſities of ſuch ſinners. 
\What can a Man ſay more, but that he 
ſtands in the rank of the biggeſt ſinners ? 
Lct him ſtretch himſelt whether he can, 
and think of himſelf to the utmoſt, he 
can but conclude himſelf to be one of 
the biggelt Sinners: And what then 
Why the lext meets him in the very 
Face, and faith, Chri} offereth Mercy 
to the biggeſt Singers, to the very Jeru- 
falem-Stmers, What more can be ob- 
xected? Nay, he doth not only offer 
to ſuch tis Merov, bur to them *tis com- 
mancied to be ajtered 1n- the fr:ft- place 
Begin at Jeruſalim, Preack Repentance 
and Remifſſan of Sins among, ali Natt- 
ons, besinimng ot Jeruſalem 13 not here 
Inconragen ent. tor thoſe that think, for 
wicked Hearts ara Inves, they have. 563 
their fetiows in the World ? 
E 5 ObjeRion. 
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Objection. But I bave a Heart 45 bard 
as a Rock, 

Anſwer, Well, but this doth but prove 
thee a biggeſt ſinner. 

Ohjeat. But my Heart continually frets 
goamſt the Lord. 

Anſw. Well, this doth bur prove thee 

a bigge [t ſinner. 
Obj-t. But I have been deſperate in ſan- | 

| 
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fu! courjes, 

Anſw. Well, ſtrand thou with the num- | * 
ber of the bizzeſt ſinners. 

Objet. But my grey Head is found in } 
$he way of witkeduc/s. 

A ſw. Wei] thou art in the rank of the 
__—_ ſinners, | 

Ubjett. Zut 1 have nt oly a baſe Heart, 
but 1 have liv:d a Cebauch-d lije, 

Anſ. wtand thou alſo among thoſe that 
are cailed the 1pgeſt ſinners. And what 
then? Why the Text ſnwoops you all; 
you cannot objca& your f{eives beyond the 
Text: It has a particular mellage to the 
biggeſt /1:iner, | (ay, it [worps you all, 

Object. But I am a Kejrobate, 

Anſ. Now tiinu talkeft bke a fool, and 
medleſt with what thou rnderſt:ndeſt 
rot :. No fin, but the fin of fm l Impent» 
tence, can Prove a Man a Reprobate. 
And: 1 az ſure thon haſt not. arrived as 
Ve 


rd 
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yet unto that: Therefore thou under=W 
ſtandeſt not what thou ſayeſt, and makeſt 
groundleſs concluſions againſt thy ſelf, 
Say thou art a Sinner, and 1 will hold 
with thes. Say thou 2 art a great ſinner, 
:1d I will fay fo too. Yea, ſay thou art 
one of the biggeſt ſinners, and ſpare not ; 
for the Text yet 1s beyond thee, 1s yet 
betwixt Hell and thee; Begin at Jeruſa- 
lem, has yet a ſmile upon thee: And 
thou talkeſt as if thou waſt a Reprobate, 
and that the greatneſs of thy fins do 
prove thec ſo to be; when yet they of 
Tertſalem were not fuch, whoſe fins '£ 
dare ay, were ſuch, both for bigr efs:. 
and heinouſneſs, as thou art not ca! »ble 
of committing beyond them ; unlef ow 
afrer thou halt received Convicti 3n that 
the Lord 7ejus Is the only Savior |. of the 
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Unbelief, and ſo were yet capable of 


Light, and to ſtand to ir, puts a man 
beyond the T ext indeed, A@. 3. 14, 15, 
ROFL 3 TW. 1. 13. 

But I ſay, what is this to him that 
would fain be ſ&ved by Chrii ? His fins 
did, as to greatneſs, never yet reach to 
the nature of the ſins that the linners in» 
tended hy the Text, had made thewielves 
guilry of, He that would be ſaved by 
Chriſt, has an honourable eſteem of him, 
but they of Jeruſalem preferred a Mur- 
derer before him; but as for him, they 
cried, Away, away with him, "tis not ht 
that he fhould live. Periap, thou wilt 
obj<a, That thy ſelf haſt « A times 
preferred a ſtinking Luft before him. | 
aniwer, Be ir 1o, it 1s but what 1s com- 
mon to Men to do; nor doth the Lord 
Feſws make ſncha fooliſh Lite a Bary to 
thee, to forbid thy comirg to him, or a 
Fond to his Grace, that it might be kept 
from thee; but 2dmius of thy Repen- 
tance, and offereth  hin.ſelf unto thee 
freely, as thou ſtz! adett among, the Jeru- 
ſalem-/ -fanner5. 

Take rhercfore incouragement, Man ; 
Mercy is, dy the Text, held forth to the 
viggelt ſinners. Yea,” put thy felt into 
116 
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the number of the worſt, by reckoning 
that thou mayeſt be one of ghe firſt, and 
mayeſt not be put off till the biggeſt ſin- 
ners are ſerved : For the biggeft ſinners 
are firſt mwvited;, conſequently, if they 
come, they are like to b- the firſt that 
ſhall be ſerved. *Twas fo with Feruſa- 
lems YJeruſiem-ſmners were they that 
were firſt, mvited, and thoſe of them that 
came firſt, ( and there came three thou- 
ſand of them the firſt day they were in- 
vited, how many czme afterwards, 
none can tell ) they were firſt ſeryed 

Put i” thy Name, Van, among the ge 
geſt, leſt thou art made to wait till they 
are ſeryed. You have ſome men that think 
themſelves very cunning, becauſe they 
put up their Names in their Prayers a- 
mong them thar feign it, laying, God, 7 
thank thee, I am not ſ bad as the worſt ;, 
but believe it, if they be ſaved ar all, 
they ſhall be aved is the 1: [t place, The 
firſt in their own eyes ſhall be ſerv d laſt, 
and the laſt, or worſt, ſhall be fi: \ The 
Text inlnaates it, B-gmn at Jer:ſrlem ; 
and Reaſon backs it, tor they have mot 
necd. Bchold ye thercioie, how Gud's 
ways arte above cms; we: are 10r fer= 
ving the worſt laſt, Gol is. for ſerving 
the wergt finite, The Man at the Pool, 
that 
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that to my thinking was longeſt in his. 
D:ſeaſe, and moſt helpleſs as to his Cure, 
was firſt healed, yea, he only was healed ; 
for we read that Chriſt healed him, but 
we read not then that he healed one more 
there; Job, 5. 1.2, 3,4, 5,6, 7.8, 9. 

Wherefore it thou wouldſt ſooneſt 
be ſerved, put in thy Name among the 
very worſt of ſinners. Say, when thou 
art npon thy knees, Lord ! here is a Jeru- 
falem-ſmnner ! a {inner of the biggeſt ſize! 
one whoſe burden 1s of the greateſt bulk 
and heavieſt weight! one taut cannot 
ſtand long without finking into Hell, 
withont thy ſupporting hand! Be not 
thou far from me, O Lori: O my ſirength 
_ thou to help me. 

I fay, put in thy Name with Aagda- 
ten, with A7ana}| '<, that thon mayeſt 
fare as the tees and the Manaſſeh- 
ſinners do, The Man 1n the Goſpel wy 'e 
the deſperate condition of his Child, an 
argument with Chrift io Laſten bis Cie : 
Sir, Come down, faith ie, ce my Child 
die, Joh. 4. 49. And CÞriſt regarved is 
haſte, ſaying, Go thy way, thy Son irvith, 
Ver, JO, tt. iſt mp [1 CS baſie Dawid 
was for ſpecd; Deliver me ſrecdily ; 
hear me ſrccaily, ariver Mme \ any 
Pal. 31. 2.. Pal. 6g. 1 Pal. 102. 2. 
Bur 
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But why ſpeedily? I am in the Net, I 
am in trouble, my days conſume like ſmoke, 
Pſal. 31. 4. Pſal. 69. 17. - Pſal. 102, 3, 
Deep calleth unto deep, neceſſity calls 
for belp; great neceſſity for preſent 
help. 

Wherefore I ſay, be raled by me in 
this matter; feign not thy felt another 
Man, if thou haſt been a filthy /anner, but 
go in thy colours to Jeſus Chriſt, and put 
thy ſelf zamong the moſt Vile, and let 
him alone to put th.e among the Children, 
Jer. 3. 19. Confeſs all that thou know- 
eſt of thy ſelf; I know thou wilt find it 
hard work to do thus; eſpecially if thy 
mind be legal; bur do it, leſt thor! ſtay, 
and be deferred with the lir:Je finners, 
until the great ones have had their alms, 
W hat do you think David intended when 
he faid, his Wounds ſturk and were 
corrupted, but to baſien Cod to have mercy 
upon bim, and not to defer hs Cure, Lord, 
faies he, / am troubled, I am bowed down 
greatly, I go mourning a'l the day ions, I 
ain feeble, and ſore broken by reaſon of the 
diſquictment of my Leart, Pſal. 38. 3, 4, 
$2 ©, 7- 

David knew what he did by all this, 
he knew that his making the worlt of his 
Caſe, was the way to ſpeedy heip, _ 
that. 
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that a feigning and diſſembling the mat- 
ter with God, was the next wzy to a de- 
murr, as to his Forgiveneſs, 

| have one thing more to offer tor thy 
encouragement who deemeſt thy telf one 
of the biggeſt tnners; And rhar is, Thou 
art as it were, calls d by thy Narae, in 
the fir place to come in tor Mercy. 
Thou Man of Feruſn':m, hearken to thy 
Call; Men do ſo 1n w unts of Jodicature, 
and preſently cry ou:, Here, $r; and 
then they ſhoulder oe croud, 2nd {ay, 
Pray give way, | am called into the 
Court, Why, this is thy Caſe, thon 
great, thou Jeruſalem: ſinner; be of good 
chear, he-calleth thee, /AMa rk 10. 46, 47, 
48, 49. Why fr reſt thou ſtill Ariſe ; 
why frandelſt thou ſtill 2 Come, Man. Thy 
Cail ſhould pive rhee authority to come, 
Begin ot Si is thy cali and autho- 
rity to come. Wherefore np, and ſh--ul- 
der it, Man: Say, Stund anay Levil, 
Chrift caiis me: ſtand away T 'ubelief, Chriit 
calls me : Sand away all ys my diſcoura- 
g1g \ppr* e4enlions, tor my v: aviour Calls 
me to him to receive of his Merc M-n 
will dc thus, as I faid, in Courts below ; 
and why fhouldſt nor thou approach tous 
to the Court above. The 'erudfaiom-frne 


mer is firlt in Thought, firſt in Commſhon, 
ki 
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firſt in the Record of Names, and there- 
fore ſhould give attendance with expeQa- 
tion, that he 1s firſt to rectve Mercy 
of God. 

Is not this an incouragement to the 
biggeſt ſinners to make their Applicati- 
on to Chriſt for Mercy ? Come unto me all 
ye that labour and are beavy laden, doth 
alſo conſirm this thing, thar is, that the 
biggeſt ſanner, and he that has the biggeſt 
burden, is he who is firſt invited. Chriſt 
pointeth over the Heads of thouſands, as he 
lits on the Throne of Grace, direaly to 
ſuch a Man; and fays, Bring in hither 
the maimed, the halt, and the blind ; Let 
the Teruſalem-/anner that ſtands there be- 
hind, come to me. Wherefore ſince CbriſF 
ſays Come, to thee, Iet the Angels make 
a lane, and let all Men give place, that 
the YJeruſalem-ſinner may come to Jeſus 
Chriſt for Mercy. 

Fourthly, Would Jeſis Cbriſ® have 
Mercy offered in the firſt place to the 
biggeſt ſinners 2 Then come thou Profane 
Wretch, and let me a little enter ant argu- 
ment with thee; Why wilt thou not come 
to Jeſus Chriſt, ſince thou art a Jeruſa- 
iem-(1mner ? How canſt thon find in thy 
neart to ſet thy ſelf againſt Grace, againſt 


ſuch Grace as offereth Mercy to thee ? 


A What 
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Wh-t Spirit poſſeſſeth thee, and holds 
thee "ack from a fincere cloſure with 


thy Saviour ? Behold God groanivgly: 


complains of thee, ſaying, But Iſrael 
would none of me, When I called, none did 
enſmer. Pſal, $1. 11, Ia. 66. 4. 

Shall God enter this Complaint againſt 
thee? Why doſt thou put him off ? why 
doſt thou ſtop thine car 2 Canſt thou de- 
fend thy felf2 When thon art called 
to an account for thy neglects of ſo great 
Salvation, what canſt thou anſwer? Or 
doeſt thou think thou. ſhalt eſcape the 
Judgment? Ab. 2. 3. 

No more ſuch Chritts ! There will be 
no more ſuch Chriſts, finner ! Oh! put 
not the day, the day of Grace, away from 
thee! If it he once gone, "twill never 
come again, Sinner. 

But what -is it that has got thy Heart ; 
and that keeps it from thy Saviour? 
Who in the Heavens can be compared unto 
the Lord? Who among the Sons of the 
Mighty can be likened unto the Lord & Plal. 
89. 6. Halt thou, thinkeſt thou, found 
any thing fo good as Jeſus Chriſt ? 1s 
there any among thy Sins, thy Compa- 
nions, and fooliſh Delights, that Iike 


Chriſt, can help thee in the day of thy 


diſtreſs? Behold, the greatneſs of oy 
ins 


fir 
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ſins cannot hinder; let not the ſtubborn- 
neſs of thy Heart hinder thee, Sinner, 
ly Objection, / am a ſhamed. 
«1 Anſwer, Oh! don't be aſhamed to be 
44 J ſaved, Sinner. 
Object. But my Old Companions will 
Ut mock me. 
1 Avſ. Oh! don't be mocked out of 
c- FEtcrnal Life, Sinner. 
df Thy ſtubbornneſs affefts, afflits the 
ar gHearr of thy Saviour. Careſt thou not 
r for this? Of old, He beheld the City, 
16 Yard wept over it, Canft thon hear this, 
and not be concerned? Luke 16. 41, 42. 
e FShail Chriſt weep to ſee thy Sou! going 
t Jon to deſtruction, and wilt thou ſport 
n thy ſelf in That way ? Yea, ſhall Chriſt, 
r Fthat can be cternally Happy without 
thee, he more afflicted at the thoughts of 
z the loſs of thy Soul, than thy ſelf, who 
' Fart certainly eternally miſerable if thou 
9 EF negledteſt to come to him ? 
q Theſe things that keep thee and thy 
- Saviour, on thy part, aſunder, are but 
| Bubbles; the leaſt prick of an affliction, 
will let out, as to thee, what now thou 
" | thinkeſt is worth the venture of Heaven 
to enjoy, 
j Haſt thou not Reaſon? Canit thou not 
{0 much as once ſoberly think of thy dy- 
ing 


-—O— ” 
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ing hour? or of whither thy ſinful lit: 
will drive thee then? Haſt thon nol ygy 
Conſcience? or having, one, 1s it rockedBner 
ſo faſt aſlecp by Sin, or made {ſo wearyfal 
with an unſucceſsful calling upon thee car 
that-it is laid down, and cares for the: yet 
no more? Poor Man, thy ſtate 1s to bel;h1 
lamented. Hat no Judgment ? Art not 
able to conclude, that to be ſaved, bs 
better than to burn in Hell; and that fn 
Eternal Life, with God's favour, 1s bet-B1f 
ter than a Temporal Life in God's dil-Ngrn 
Pleaſure ? Haſt no affettion but what 1s 
bruitiſh? what, none at all 2 No affecti-l;c 
on for the God that made thee ? What, th 
none for his loving Son that has ſhewed xy 
his love, and dyed for thee ? Is not Hea-YG 
ven worth thy affection 2 O poor Man'!ÞBf, 
which is ſtrongeſt, think'ſt thou, God org; 
thee ? If thou art not able to overcome 
him, thou art a fool for ſtanding out a-H., 
gainſt him; Mat. 5. 25, 26. It a fear-NN.; 
ful thing to fall into the hands of the Li- 
ving God. He will gripe hard, his Fiſt Yr, 
Is ſtronger than a Lions Paw; take heed 
of him, he will be angry if you deſpiſe 
his Son ; and will you ſtand guilty in your 
Treſpaſſes, when he offereth you his 
Grace and Favour ? Exod. 34. 6, 7. Heb. 


10.-209, 30, 31. 
hot Fs Now 


fo2 the Utleſt of Yen. 

Now we come to the Text, Beginning 
at Jeruſalem, This Text, though- it be 
now one of the brighteſt Stars that ſhi- 
neth in the Bible, becauſe there 1s in it, as 
full, if not the fulleſt offer of Grace that 
can be imagined, to the Sons of Men ; 
yet to them that ſhall periſh from under 
this Word, even this Text wlll be to 
{uch, one of the botteft Coals im Hell, 

This Text therefore will ſave thee, or 
nk thee; there is no fhitting of It: 


IOS 


[if it ſaves thee, It will ſet thee high; if it 


ſinks thee, it will ſet thee low. 

Burt, I ay, \Why fo unconcerned ? Haſt 
no Soul : Er doſt think thou mayeſt loſe 
wy Soul, and fave thy /clf ? Is it not pl- 

had it otherwiſe been the Will of 

God that ever thou waſt made a Man, 
for that thou ſertelt fo little by thy 
Soul ? 

Sinner, Take the Invitamen; Thou 
art called upon to come to Chriſt : Nor 
art thou calied vpon but by order trom the 
Son of God, thovgh thou ſhouldeit hap- 
Pen to Co: ne of the biggeſt tinners : For 


8 he has bid us offcr Mercy, as to all the 


World in xener:!, fo in the {Girlt place, 
To the Sinners of "Feruſalem ; or to the 

biggeſt ſinners. 
. Fijthly, Would }eſus Chriſt have Mer- 
CY 
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cy offered in the firſt place to the biggeſt 
ſinners ? Then this ſhews how unreaſonabli 
a thing it 1s, for men to deſpair of Mercy, 
For thoſe that preſume, 1 ſhall lay ſome-YLa 
thing to them aiterward. thi 

I now ſpeak to them that Deſpair. cor 

There are four jorts of Deſpair. TherePte! 
is the deſpair of Devils; There is the 
deſpair of Souls in Hcll; T here is theſWc 
deſpair that is grounded upon Mens De-$10 
ficiency; And there 1s the deſpair thatÞ#'g 
they are perplexed with that are willing 4 
to be ſaved, but are too ſtrongly born joe 
down with the burden of their fins; Fr, 

The deſpair of Devils, the Damned's £2" 
deſpair, and that deſpair that a Man has ſay 
of attaining of Life, becauſe of-his own! * 
Deficiency, are all reaſonable. Why for 
ſhould not Devils and Damned Souls de-$u 
ſpair 2 Yea, why ſhould not Man deſpair" 
cf getting to Heaven by his own abili- nel 
ties? 1 therefore am concerned - only >" 
with the fourth ſort of Deſpair, to wit, all, 
with tbe deſpair of thoſe that would be ſa- ſon 
ved, but are too ſtrongly born down with the W 
burden of their ſins. 4 

I ay therefore to thee that art thus, N&% 
And why Deſpair 2 Thy deſpair, if it was bop 
reaſonable, ſhould flow from chee, be- £/74 
cauſe ſound in the Land that is beyond the 
Grave; 
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rave; or becauſe thou certainly knowſt 
that Chriſt will not, or cannot fave thee. 
But for the firſt, thon art yet 1n rhe 
Land of the Living; and for the ſecond, 
thou haſt ground to believe the quite 
contrary : Chriſt is able to ſave to the ut- 
termoſt, them that come to God by 
him; and if he were not willing, he 


[would not have commanded that Mercy 


in the firft place ſhould be offered to the 
biozeft fanners, Beſides he hath ſaid, 
And let him that 1s athirſt come, and who- 
ſoever will, let bim take the Water of Life 
Freely ;, that is, with all my heart. What 
ground now is here for Deſpair ? If thou 
ſayeſt, The number and burden of my fins. 
[ anſwer, Nay: That is rather a ground 
for Faith ; becauſe ſuch an one above all 
others, is invited by Chriſt to come unto 
nim, yea, promiſed Reſt and Forgive- 
neſs if they come, att. 11, 28, What 
ground then to deſpair? Verily none at 
all. Thy deſpair then is a thing unrea- 
ſonable, and without footing in the 
Word. 

But I have no experience of God's love; 
God hes given me no comfort, or ground of 
hope, thoush 1 have waited upon bim fr it 
many 4 day. 


1 how 
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Thou haſt experience of God's love, 
for that he has opened thine eyes to ſce 
thy ſins; and for that he has given thee 
Celires to be ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt. For 
by thy ſenſe of Sin thou art made to ſee 
thy poverty of Spirit, and that has laid 
thee under a fure ground to hope that 
Heaven ſhall be thine hereatter, 

Alſo thy dekires to be ſaved by Chr, 
has put. thee under another Promiſe, ſo 
there 1s two to hold thee up in hope ; 
though thy _nqyng burden be never {9 
heavy, Matt. 5. 3,6. As for what thou 
ſayeſt, as to God's filence to thee, per- 
haps he has ſpoken to thee once or twice 
already, but thou haſt not perceived it, 
Job. 33. 149 15. 

However thou haſt Cir! Crucifed, 
ſet forth before thine cycs in the Bible, 
ang an OO to come unto him, 
though thou be Jeruſa'em: ſanxer, tho 
thou be a bigge!? Gr ard ſo no ground 
to deſpair, Whar if God will be {ilent 
to thee, 1s that ground of deſpair ? Not 
at all, fo long as there 1s a promile in 
the Bible that God will in no wiſe cait 
away the coming tinner, and fo long as 
he invites the Jeruſalem-finncy to come 
uato him, Joh. 6, 37, 


Build 


TY 
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Build not therefore Deſpair upon 
theſe things, they are no ſufficient foun- 
dation for it, ſuch plenty of Promiies 
being in the Bible; and fuch a dHcove- 
ry of his Mercy to grcat f12ners of old, 
eſpecia:ly fince we hve witha © 2 Clauſe 
in the Commiſſ.on viven to Muiliiers to 
Preach, b at they ſhould he Jn with! the 
Terttjalci-frncrs 10 ther oliering of Mere 
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the hang-wrinns that 1s 22amit thee, and 
not let thee know itas yet? IS it &r to 
ſay unto God, Trait ms tid hoard? 
Deſpair not. Thou haiz no promid to 
icſpair, ſo long as thou iveft in this 
\World; *Tis a tin to bezin to deſpair, 


hetore one {ts his foct over Luc ras hey" 
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Ci Hell-gates. For them that are there, 
Ict them d:ſpair and ſpare not ; but as 
for thee, thou haſt no ground to do it. 
Whar ! Deſpair of Bread, in a Land that 
1s full of Corn! Deſpair of Mercy when 
our God is full of Mercy ! Deſpair of Mer- 
Cy, When God goes about by his Mini- 
, ers, beſeeching of Sinncrs to be recon- 
Ciled anto him! 2 Coy, 5. 18, 19, 20. 

Thon ſcrupulcus fool, where canſt thou 
find that God was ever falſe to his Pro- 
miſe, or that he ever deceived the Soul 
that ventured it ſelf upon him ? He ot- 
ten calls upon Sinners to truſt him, 
ghough they walk in darkneſs and have 
No light, 1/2. 50. 10. 

They have his Promiſe and Oath for 
their Salvation, that ficc for refuge to 
the hope ſet before them, Zeb. 6. 17, 18. 

Deſpair! When we have a God of 
Mercy, and a Redeeming Chriſt Alive / 
For ſhame forbear : Let them deſpair that 
dwell where there is no God, and that 
are confined to thoſe Chambers of Death, 
which can be reached by no Redem- 
ption. 

A Living Mart deſpair ! When he is 
ehid for murmuring and complaining ! 
Lam. 3. 39. Oh! ſo long as we are 
Fucre Promiſes ſwarm, where Mercy is 

| proclaimed, 
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proclaimed, where Grace reigns, and 
where Jeruſalem-/inners are priviledged 
with the firſt offer of Mercy, zt is a baſe 
thing to deſpair ! 

Deſpair undervalues the Promiſe, 1n-» 
dervalues the Invitation, undervalvues the 
proffer of Grace. Deſpair undervalues 
the ability of God the Father, and the 
redeeming Blood of Chriſt his Son : Oh 
unreaſonable Deſpair ! 


Deſpair makes Man God's ludze ; tis 
z Controller of the Promiſe, a Contra- 
dicter of Chriſt in his large oijers of 
Mercy: And one that undceri:kes to 
maKe Unbelicf the great manager of our 
Reaſon and Judgment, in determiving as 
bout what God can and will Go for 
Sinners, 

Deſpair ! It is the Devils feilow, the 
Devils maſter ; yea, the Chains with 
which he is captivated and held under 
darkneſs for ever: And to give way 
thereto in a Land, in a State and Time 
that flows with Milk and Honey, is an 
uncomely thing. 

I would fay to my Soul; O my Soul! 
this is not the place of Deſpair, this is 
not the time to deſpair in: As long as 
mine Ccyes can find a Promile in the Bible ; 
þ 2 as 
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as Iong as there is the Icaſt mention 
of Grace, as long as there is' a nioment 
left me of Breath or Life in this World ; 
Co long wi'l 1 wait or look for Mercy ; 
G long will 1 Goh 2cainſt Unbelict and 
Deſpair. 

This is th: way to honour God and 
Chriſt: tlits is the \way to ſet the Crown 
on the Promiſe; this is the way to wel- 
rome the Invitation, and Inviter; and 
this 15 the way to thruſt thy ſelf under the 
ſhelter and mrotcation of the word of 
Grace. Never deſpair {fo long as our 
Text is &live, for that doth found it 
out. That 24, Ye) by Chriſt 75 offered in 
tbe firſt place to the bizpeft fanner. 

D cſdair is an unprofit table thing, *tw1ll 
make a man weary of watitiag upon Goo, 
2 King. 6. 33. Twill tnake a man j*rſaxc 
God, and ou his Heaveinin the £500! thrings 
ef this worid, Gen, 4. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 
*Twill make a m in his own rormenter, and 

Ounce and Ing, like @ miid Eull 1m a nct, 
ja; Fl. 20, 

Deſpair ! It drives a man to the itudy 
of his OWN. TUIN, « FY DILIngs him at lajt 
to be his own xcutoner, 2 Sam. 17. 23. 
ne. 27.:3; 4. 6 

Beiides, | am periwaded alſo, that 
Dcirr is the caule there are 10 ma- 
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ny that would fain þe Atheiſts in the 
\orld: For Þhecauſe tnecy have enter- 
tatncd a Conceit that God will never bg 


mercitul to them; therefore they 14- 
bour to perfiyvade thomiolves that there 18 
no God at all, as if their rusdcitet would 
kili Sod, or cavie him to ceaſe to be. A 
poor ſhift for an Immortal Sonl, tor a 
G1] ww 


ho Jiketh not ro retiin Sod in its 
' If this þ< rhe heſt that De 

o. Iet-ic fo, Mans and betake 
tiny felt to Faith, to rg ro walt for 
(3c '; and to 19NC In acti? ht of tcn thous 
ſand doupts, And for ihy encourages 
n::nt, take vet ( as an addition to vw hat 
1 ſaid) theſe following 

Scripturc S: The Lord takes picaſure 17 
SHLD hs fear him. an tvem to! hope in 1193 
mercy, Plal. 147. 
\V hence note, They fear not God, that 
20be not in his mercy. Allo, Cod is an- 
Y With tacm that hope nor in his Mer 
Ly; for he only toketh pleature 10 them 
'2t hope. He that believeth, or hath 


, 


Fecerved his Teltumony, hath fct to his 


—. 


Y M : | at 4 15 015 foh. 3. 3 3, Bur he 


of; 

That recely th t nor, hath made him a 
ar, and that 1s a very unw onby thing, 
10,11. Let be | Wicked forſeks 

18 Wa) and the Unrign! £01455 70.156 PS 
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thouchts; and let him return to the Lord, 
and he will have m: rcy on him; and to 


our God, for he will abundantly multiply Þþ 


pardons. Iſa. 55. 7. Perhaps thou art 


weary of thy ways, but art not weary of | 


thy thonghrs; of thy unbelieving and de- 


ſpairing thoughts : Now God alſo would | 
have thee caſt away theſe thoughts, as Þ 


touch which he deſerveth not at thy hands, 
for he will have mercy upon thee, and hc will 
abundantly pardon, 


O fools! and ſlow of heart to believe all 


that the Prophets have ſpoken, Luk. 24. 25. 


Mark you here, ſlowneſs to believe 15 2 | 


piece of folly, Ay! but ſayeſt thon, I do 
believe ſome, and I believe what can make 
againſt me. Ay, but Sinncr, Chriſt Je- 
ſus here calls thce fool for not believing 
All, Felieve All, and deſpair if thou 
cart. He that believes All, believes that 
Text that faith, Chrift would have Mer- 
cy Preached firſt to the Jeruſalem-ſanners. 
He that believeth All, believeth all the 
Promiſes and Conſolations of the Word ; 
and the Promiſes and Conſolations of the 
Word, weigh heavier than do all the 
Curſes and Threatnings of the Law. And 
Mercy rejyceth ag ainſi Tudgment. Where- 
fore velicve All, and Mercy will to.thy 
Conſcience, weigh Judgment down, _ 
Oo 
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ſo miniſter Comfort to thy Soul. The 
Lord take the Yoke from off thy Jaws, 


| fince he has (et Meat before thee, Hoſ. it, 


And help thee to remember that he 


my 


' js pleaſed in the firſt place to offer Mercy 
' ro the biggeſt {inners, 


Sixtyly, Since Jeſus Chriſt would have 


| Mercy offercd in the firſt place to the big- 


veſt 1inners, Let Souls ſee that they lay 
right hold thereof : leaſt they notwith-= 
ſtanding, indeed come ſhert thereof. 


* Faith only knows how to deal with Mer- 


cy ; Wherefore put not in the place there- 
of Preſumption. I have obſerved, that 
as there are Herbs and Flowers in our 
Gardens, ſo there are their Counterteits 
in the Feild ; only they are diſtingniſhed 
from the other by the Name of WHd Ones. 
Why, there is Faith, and IW/4 Faith, 

and Wild Faith is thts Preſumption ; 2 Icall 
it Wild Faith, becauſe God never placed 
It in his Garden, his Church ; *tis only 
to be found ina the Field, the World. 
| alio call it 11d Faitb, becauſe it only 
grows up, and Is nouriſhed where other 
wild notions abounds, Wherefore take 
heed of this, and all may be well: For 
this preſumptuouſneſs is a very heinous 
thing in the eyes of God: The Soul, ſaith 
he, that. ſhall ds my Mom (whe« 
thes 
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out off - bis iniquities ſhall be upon rim 
Numb, 15. 13. 

ict fuch the! etorc e 100K LO it, WHO " 
arc, and abide in th fins; for ſuch, 
they hope, a5 they are, to be ſave ed, mY 
fume upon the grace of God, Wheree 
iore Prefumption and not hearkning to 
Gods Word, are put together, Det. 


| Again, Tyen men preſume when they 
retol\ bide in their lins, and 
expert to be faved By God's 
= tr ougn C briſk, 1 hls 13 as Much as 
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2 T0 ) ſi od liketh of Sin as well as | Qo, 
'K and « * DS not how men Jive, if fo be 
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ſalem-ſinners, that ſhall be ſaved by Grace, 
but among thoſe that have been the 
great abuſers of the grace of God in 
the World. Theſe that ſay, Les us /3n 
that Grace may abound, and let us do Ewil 
that Good may come, their Damnation is 
Juſt. And if ſo, they : are a great way off of 
that Salvation that is by Jeſus Chriſt pre- 
fentcd to the Jeruſalem-fanners. 

I have therefore theſe things to pro- 
pound to that. Jeruſalem-ſrnner that would 
know, if he may be ſo buld to venture 
himſelf upon this Grace. 

Fiſt, of thon fee thy fins ? 

Secondly, Arr thou weary of them ? 

Thirdly, Would? thon with all thy 
heart be ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt? I dare 
fay no leſs, I dare ſay no more. Burt if 
it be truly thus with thee, how great ſo- 
ever thy fins have been, how bad ſoever 
thu feelcit thy heart, how far fo- 
ever thon rt from thinking that God, 
has mercy for thee; thou art the Man, 
the Jeruſal m-/tnner, that the Word of 
God has conquered, and to whom it of- 
fereth free Remiſfion of ſins, by the Re- 
demption that is in Jeſus Chriſt. 

——_ the Jaylor cried out, Sirs, What 

I do tobe ſaved? The anſwer was, 
Bel eve. 03 the Lord Jefus Chriſt, and thou 
, {Ah 


—— rr 


1 
4 


fo2 the Qileft of Mem. 119 
ſhalt be ſaved. He that fees his fins a« 
right, is brought to his wits-end by them, 
and he that is ſo, is willing to part from 
them, and to be ſaved by the grace of 
God. 

If this be thy Caſe, fear not, give no 
way to Deſpair, thou preſumeſt not, it 
thon h-lieveſt to life everlaſting in Jeſus 
Chriſt. Yea, Chriſt is prepared for ſucty 
a4S thou art, 


Therefore take good courage and be- 
lieve. The dcfign of Satan Is ro tell the | 
Preſumptuous, that their preſuming on 
Mercy ts good ;,, but to perſwade the Be- 
liever, chat his believing 5 impudent bold 
dealing with God. never heard a Pre- 
ſamptvous man in wy life, ſay that he 
was airuid thar he preſumed ; but I have 
heard movny an boneſt humble Soul fay. 
that they have b-c atraid that thet, 
Faith has been - o'urption, Why 
ſhould Saran molt tote whoſe ways Le 
knows Will briag th:mto him ? And wh: 
can thik that he !aculd be quiet whe 
men take the 11.17 corrſe ro elcape hits 
helliit ſnares? Ti 1s the: etore is the rea 
lon why the triily imm:bled, is oppoſed, 
while the Preſumptnous goes one by Wiyr, 
and 7ide, "The truly humbic} Sat 


hates 


I 2© Soo! fl | I 
Hates, but fic laughs to ſeg ap LCOICLY OL 
the other. 

Does thy hand and heart tremble 2 Up- 
en thee the Promiſe [miles ; To this m4#u 
f7/1l ] look, ſays God, cycn to him that 15 Poor, 
and of a contrite ſpirit, and trembles at my 
Ford, lia, ww & 

What the e I have laid () { ProlUmDe 
t10n, concerns "1 
rit at all, > en am tor gathering 
Up the Stones, and tor teking the Stum- 
bling- vlocks our of the way of God's 
People : and fore - Warning 0f them That 
they lay Lite 1 {tumbly: ing. block of their 191- 
Qquity before their faces, and that are for 
Preſvming, uj0"2 "God's wercy; and let 
them look ti themſelves, Ezekiel 14, 6, 


(pun the humbic in S11- 


R $ 
4 OY 
Alſo onr Text frands firm as ever 1* 
did, and conv Obtervati on 1s {hill of torce, 
"That [cis ht nou d 1:27 FNETC) efered 
in the firſt plac” to the og, off SINRE)'S, SO 
then, let not T-c/par', let none Preſarme;, 
L.ET NUNC r that Te forty Tor tne 
lins, and would bz favid by Jeius Cirifl 
Let nowe Prowe, that wade in The liking 
* 7 


of their ſins. thou h ith y frei to know 
dhe excceuins one £01 C| lt; : for thongh 
ahe door ſtand wid. op .n {or the recepti- 
©: 0t.ths Pravient,, vet 3s faſt cnoug] 

barr d 


Co2 the Ciieſt 0; 330m 22:4 
birr'd and bolted againſt the prefumptu= 
Cus {inner. Be not deceiyed, God 15 not 
m0ked, wt (ot ver Aa M140! ſows, toat he 
{hall reap. It cannot be that God ſhould 
h> wheeled ont of his \ Aercy. Or prevail- 
/ lipz of diffimul tion; He 
baows thei that truſt #2 him, and th: it {1n- 
ccrely come to 11M py Cirift tor mercy, 
S$Vabum 1, 7. 

It 15 then, not the abundance of fins 
cCommirred, hut the not Coming heartily 
God by Chrif for Mercy, that ſhuts 
men - Out, G7 (loors: hind: er their 
ot coming ventily miy be fald to be 
ver "tis Sc) 4 Sin, as cauſerh 


ed upon. b 
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Seventhly, Would Jeſus Chriſt have 
Mercy offered in the firſt place to the big- 
geſt Sinners ? Then bere ws ground for thoſe, 
that as to prattice, have Not been ſuch, 
to come to him for mercy. 

Although there is no Sin little of it 
ſelf, becauſe ir is a contradiftion of the 
Nature and Majeſty of God; yet we 
mult admit of divers numbers, and alſo 
of aggravations. Two Sins are* not { 
many as tyree ; ncr are tyre, that are 
done in igrorance, ſo big as One that is 
done againſt light, zoainſt knowledze 
and Conſcience. Alſo there is the Child 
in Sin, and a Man in Sin, thact has his 
Hairs gray, and his $kin wriakled for 
very Age. And we muſt put a Gifterence 
betwixt theſe Sinners alſo. For can it 
be, that a Child of Seven, or ten, or ſix- 
teen years old, ſhould be j::ch a Sinner, a 
Sirner ſo vile in the Eye ot the _— 
he is who has walked accorditig to the 
courſe of this Worle, forty, A lixty, 
or ſeventy Years? Now rhe Youth, this 
Stripling, though he is a Sinaer, is 
bur a little ſinner, when compared With 
ſuch. 

Now I ſay, If there ve room for the 
firſt ſort, tor thoſe of the biggeſt fize; 


certainly there is room for the Je([c# fi o_ 


| 


fo2 the Clifeſt of Men, 123 
If there be a Door wide enough for a 
Gyant to go in at, there is certalaly room 
for a Dwarf, If Chriſt Jeſus has Grace 
enough -to ſave great {inners, he has ſure- 
ly Grace enough to fave litzle ones. If 
he can forgive five hdred pence, for 
certain be can forgive fifty, Luk. 7. 41, 
42. 

But you fail before, that the little ſanners 
muſt land by, untill the great ones bave 
received their grace, and that's diſcous 
raging ! 

I anſwer, There are two ſorts of lit= 
tle Sinners, uch as are ſo, and iuch as feign 
the:1ſelves ſo. They are thoſe that feign 
themſelves ſo, that I intended there, and 
not thoſe that are indeed comparatively 
ſo. Such as fteign themſelves ſo, may 
wait long enough before they obtain For- 
giveneſs. 


Lively a "little ſinner, nd ſenſibly a great 
one. There is then two ſorts of greatneſs, 
in fin; greatneſs by reaſon of number, 
grearnels by reaſon of rhroughneſs of 
conviction of the horrible nature of Sin, 
In this laſt +--rie, be that bas but one (in, 
if ſach - uld be found, may in hy | 
.d himſelt the biggeſt ſinne | 
.J, Let this Man, or this Child, 


16" 3}&” 
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therefore pnt himfelf among the great 
{inner S, and V1 Id w iT (30 a 45S 2 reat 119. 
ners do, and expect to he ſaved with the 
great ſinners, and as ſoon, and as hearti- 
ly as they. 

Fea, a little ftinncr, that comparative- 
ty 1s truly fo, it he {hall gracioutly give 
way to Conviction, and ſhalt 11 God's 
light, diligently weioh the horrible na- 
ture of his own {ins, may yet ſooner oh- 
tain forgivencls tor them at the hands of 
the heavenly Father, than he thar kas 
ten times his tins, and fo cauic ro cry ten 
times harder to Ged tor Mercy, 

For the greevorſneſs of the Cry 3s a 
great thing with God; tor 11 he will 
hear the Widd ow, It ihe cries a? all, row 
much more if ſhe crics wot grieucufly ? 
Exod. - Be 

It 1s -_ the number, Pot the true Zenie 
of the abominable n-.vmc of 5$in, that 
makes the Cry ior Pardon lancntiiis 
He, as 1 faig, taai Gas many fins, may 
not cry ſo lond in tie carts of Grid. 2 he 
that has fur fewer ; © in Gun "#36316 
that is In his own eyes. the Ear | | 
15 he thr 104! ng | 
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kere are men that —_ at the throne 
Grace for Mercy, by pleading the 


oreatr.cfs of their Neceſſity. Now their 
Plea, as to the prevalency of it, lieth 
not in their connting up of the number, 
but in their ſence of the greatreſs of thelr 
ine, and in the vehemency of thel Ir cry 
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Trace to be-flir himfelt weil; for the 
[oudeſt Cry 1s heard Turtheſt, and the 
1m2[t lamenrabio, rerces iconelt. 
[ theretore uroe this Head, not be- 


nſe 1 would have little linners £2 and 
ici! God that they are little |tnners, there 
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by to think to obtain his Mercy ; for ve- 
rily, fo they are never like to have it : 
For ſuch words declare, that ſuch a one 
hath no true ſenſe at all of the nature of 
his ſins. 

Sin, as I faid, inthe nature of it, is 
horrible ; though it be but one ſingle fin 
as to act; yea, though it be but a (inful 
thought; and ſo worthily cails for the 
damnation of the Soul, 

The Compariſon then, of little and 
great Sinners, is to go for good ſenſe a- 
mong men: But to plead the fewneſs of 
thy ſins, or the comparative harmleſneſs 
of their quantity before God, argueth 
no ſound knowledge of the nature of thy 
Sin, and ſo no true ſenſe of the nature or 
need of Mercy. 

Little Sinner, when therefore thou go- 
eſt to God, though thou knoweſt in thy 
Conſcience, that thou, as to adts, art 
no Thief, no Murderer, no Whore, no 
Liar, no falſe Swearer, or the like, and 
in reaſon muſt needs underſtand, that 
thus thou art not fo protanely vile as 
others; yet when thou goelt to God for 
Mercy, know no mans fins but thine own, 
make mention of no mans fins but thine 
own. Ato labour not to leſſen thy own, 
but magnifie and greaten them by all juſt 
Circumſtances, 


fo2 the Otleſt of 23en, 127 
Circumſtances, and he as if there was 
never a Sinncr in the World but thy (elf. 
Alſo cry out as if thon waſt the only un- 
done Man ; and that is the way to obtain 
God's Mercy. 

It is one of the cornclieſt Sights in the 
world, to ſee a little Sinner commens- 
ting upon the greatneſs oi his fins; 
and multiplyinz them to himſelf; 
til] he makes them 11 his own eyes bigger 
and higher than he ſeth any other man's 
fins to be in the World; and as baſe a 
thing it is to ſee a man do otherwiſe, and 
as baſely will come on't, Luk. 18. 10, 11, 
t2,0% 

As therefore I ſaid to the great Sinner 
before, let him take heed left he preſumes, 
I ſay now to the little Sinner, let him 
take heed that he don't dillemble : For 
there is as great an aptneſs in the little 
Sinner to diiſemble, as there 1s in the 
great one, He that bideth his ſins ſhall 
not. proſper, be he a ſinner little or great, 
Prov. 28. 13. 


Eijghthly, Would Jeſus Chriſt have Mer- 
cy offered in the firſt place to the biggelt 
Sinner * Then this ſhws the true cauſe 
why Satan makes ſuch head as he doth 4s 


ainſt him, 
: The 
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by to think to obtain his Mercy ; for ve- 
rily, fo they are never like to have it: 
For ſuch words declare, that ſuch a one 
hath no-true ſenſe at all of the nature of 
his ſins. 

Sin, as I faid, in the nature of it, is 
horrible ; though it be but one ſingle fin 
as to act; yea, though it be but a ſinful 
thought; and fo worthily calls for the 
damnation of the Soul, 

The Compariſon then, of little and 
great Sinners, is to 20 for good ſenſe a- 
mong men : But to plead the fewneſs of 
thy ſins, or the comparative harmleineſs 
of their quantity before God, argueth 
no ſound knowledge of the nature of thy 
Sin, and ſo no true ſenſe of the nature or 
need of Mercy. 

Little Sinner, when therefore thou go- 
elt to God, though thou knoweſt in thy 
Conſcience, that thou, as to aCts, art 
no Thief, no Murderer, no Whore, no 
Liar, no falſe Swearer, or the like, and 
in reaſon muſt needs underſtand, that 
thus thou art not ſo proftanely vile as 
others; yet when thou goeſt to God for 
Mercy, know no mans fins but thine own, 
make mention of no mans fins but thine 
own. Alfo labour not to leſien tay own, 
but magnifie and greaten them by all juft 
Circumſtances, 
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fo? the Ctleſt of 2Ien. 127 
Circumſtances, and be as it there was 
never a Sinncr in the World but thy (elf. 
Alſo cry out as if thon waſt the only un- 
done Man ; and that is the way to obtain 
God's Mercy. 

It is one of the cornclieſt Sights in the 
world, to ſee a little Sinner commen- 
ting upon the greatneſs oi his fins; 
and multiplyinz them to himſelt ; 
till he makes them 11 his own eyes bigger 
and higher than he ſeeth any other man's 
fins to be in the World; and as baſe a 
thing it is to ſee a man do otherwiſe, and 
as baſely will come on't, Luk, 18. 10, 11, 
ta, £3 

As therefore I ſaid to the great Sinner 
before, let him take heed /eſ# he preſumes, 
I ſay now to the little Sinner, let him 
take heed that he don't dillemble : For 
there is as great an aptneſs in the little 
Sinner to diiſemble, as there 1s in the 
great one, He that bideth his ſins ſhall 
aot. proſper, be he a ſinner little or great, 
Prov. 28. 13. 


Eighthly, Would Jeſus Chriſt have Mer- 
cy offered in the firſt place to the biggeſt 
Sinner? Then this ſh:ws the true cauſe 
why Satan makes ſuch head as he doth 4s 
gainſt him. 
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The Fathez and the boiy Spirit are well 
ſpoken of by all Deluders and deceived 
Perſons; Chrift only 1s the Rock of Ot- 
fence. Bb Ia "E jay 1 Zn 4 ſl 11311 ea 
Stone, and a RvR © j Offence, Rom, 9, 
Nor that Satan careth tor the Father v1 
the Spirit more than he carcih for the 
90n, but he can 1 t men ajone with EINELC 
notions of Ut. Father and the Spirit, for 


wo - 


ther OY has G1 x/Bry if indecd t 
not the Me rits ot th 

the Son, bath . Tiicz he that hith not t2 
Son of God hath not 1ijc, however tney 
may bouiſt tlicmfelves of the Father and 
the Spirit, 1 Joh. 5.12, Agnn, Ro9- 
ſoever tyraiiforeſteth, and alideth at in tie 
Detr:iie of Chriſt, bath ant God: FHle that 
abideth in the Dufrine of Criſt, nat'} bott 
the Father and the Son, 2 fohn 9. 

zbrift, and Chriſt oaly, 15 ke that can 

make us capable to enjoy God with Life 
and Joy to ail eternity. hence he Calls 
himſelf The a ty to he Father; The true 
end Irving Way, Joh. 14. 6. Heb. 10. 19, 
For Wc cann 

but by him, Sata 
ke hates hin. Deluded Perfons are 77- 
norant of this, and therefore they are {0 
led vp and down by Satan by the noie, 
they are. LY 
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fo2 the Uiicſt of Yen 129 
Thcre are many things by which Sa- 
{2n has tzken occation to greaten his rage 
azainlt Jeius Chriſt. 

As firſt, His love to _— and then 
tne mow expreſſions of th, ; love {Je 
aath taken Man's nature wo pim ; he 
1ath in that nature tulfilled the: Law to 
bring in Righteouſncis for Man; and 
bath ſpilt” his Blood for the Reconciling W 
of Man to God; he harh broke the neck 
of Lk pur way Sin, Qeſtroyed the 
Works of the Devil, and rt. i into his own 
han wy the Keys of Death: And all theſe 
ire heinous things to Satan, He cannot ff 

bide * Chriſt tor his, Befiacs, he hath 
ocermal Lifc 1n hin il, and that to be- 
ſtov7 upon us; anu W 


; '@ In all likelihood 
are £0 polleis tve very places, from which 
he Satans by traniyzreſſion tell, if not 
places more glorious, Whes refore he | 
muſt needs be angry. Ana 1s It not a 
Vexarions thing to him, thut we ſhould 


bz admitted to the 1irne of Grace by. | 
Chrift,, while tie ſtands baund over 1n f 
Chaines of Darknet _ | Tfr.er for has 
Rebeliions avain' GouG tu ius Son, at 
the terrible day of }uy met 2 e 
Poor ol ; | | Q 
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he is the Meritoriovs Cauſe of all this, 
Now though Satan ſeeks to be reveng- 
ed for this, yet he knows it is in vain to 
attack the Perſon of Chriſt, he has over- 
come bim; therefore he tampers with a 
company »f filly Men, that he may Villi- 
te him by them. And they, bold fools 


as they are, will not ſpare to ſpit in his } 


face. They will rail at his Perſon, and 


deny the very Being of it; they will rail I 


at his Blood, and deny the Merit and 
Worth of it. They will deny the very 
end, why he accompliſhed the Law, and 
by jiggs, and tricks, and quirks, which 
he helpeth them to, they ſet up fond 
Names and Images in his place, and give 
the glory of a Saviour to them, ' hus 
Satan worketh under the Name of C*r:}]} ; 
and his Miniſters under the name of thc 
Miniſters of Righteouſneſs, 

And by his Wiles and Strafagems he 
undoes a world of men; Bvt there is a 
Seed, and they ſhall ſerve him, and it 
ſhall be counted to the Lord for a Gene- 
ration. Theſe ſhall ſee their ſins, and 
that Chriſt is the Way to Happineſs, 


Theſe ſhall venture themſclves hoth Bo=- 


dy and Soul upon his Worthineſs, 
All this Satan knows, and therefore 
his rage 1s kindlcd the more, VVhere- 
fore 


hs ** £5 4 _ 4 ef 
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fore according to his ability and allow- 
ance, he aſſaulteth, tempteth, abuſeth, 
and ftirs up what he can to be hurtful to 
theſe poor People, that he may, while 
his time ſhall laſt; make 1t as hard and 
difficult for them to go to eternal Glory 
as he can, Often-times he abuſes them 
with wrong apprehenſions of God, and 
with wrong apprehenſions of Chriſt. He 
alſo caſts them into the Mare, to the re- 
proach of Religion, the ſhame of their 
Brethren, the deriſion of the World, and 
diſhonour of God. He holds our hands 
while the World builets us ; he puts 
Bear-skins upon us, and then ſets the 
Dogs at us. He bedawbeth us with his 
own Foam, and then tempts us to beleve 


that that bedawbing comes from our 


ſclves. 

Oh! the rage and the roaring of this 
Lion ! and the hatred that he manifeſts 
againſt the Lord Jeſus, and againſt them 
that are purchaſed with his Blood ! But 
yet in the midſt of all this, the Lord. [e- 
ſus fends forth his Herald to proclaim 
in the Nations, his love to the World ; 
and to invite them to come in to him for 
Lite. Yea, his Ivitation is ſo large, 
that it offereth his Mercy in the firſt place 
to the biggeſt Singers of every Age, 
Wick 
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which augments the Devils rage the 
MODre, 

Wherefore, as I ſaid betore, fret he, 
fur: he, the Lord lefns mill dirrrile the 
SÞ0:. n ti ths F "PI Ce . WOT, t C #4 all 1; 
Ulde tive Spoil with the ſtrong, becauſe he 
hat priren git ts Seu unts death, and 
was mnimbret with the. Tranſyrcſſors, and 
bars the fin of many, and made Interceſlioy; 


for the tranſyreſſors, Iſa, 53. 12. 


Ninthly, Would Jeſus Ciriſk have 
Mercy offered in the f7-/t place to the big- 
veſt Sinner ? Lect the Tempted harp upon 
Thr firms for their Deip and 1ſol 2tion, 
The Tempted wherever ho aweils, al- 


ways thinks hinifelt the bizgcit Sinner, 
one molt unworthy of etcrne! Lie, 
This 


Satans NMaſter- Arm 
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but drive them to the Gap out at which 
they ſhould go, and fo eſcape his roar 
Ing. 

Sith he, Thou art a great Sinner, a 
horrible Sinner , a profane hearted 
Wretch, one, that cannot be matcht 
for a Vile one in the Country. 

Ard all this while Chriſt ſays to his 
Miniſters, offer Mercy 1n the firſt place 
to the viggeſt Sinners. So that this 
Temrtation drives direaly into 
the Arms of Jus Cor: 

\Was therefore the Tem pr cd but a- 
ware, he might "nx Ay. 92 in, 
1m, | am a Siuner of the bi 'elt ſize 
and therefore have moſl —_ of 7Tc/us 
Chriſt : Yea, b:cauf [ am ſuch a wretch 
the! ctore Jeſus Crrals ( n 
calls me firſt : Tho irtt 
Golpecl is to be made tc 
{anncr; 1 am he, wherc« 
Satan, MaKke a lie, my 
| come to Jeſus Chriſt. 

This now would be ike for like, This 
would foil the Devil : 1 his would 
make him ſay, I muſt not deal with this 
man thus; for then 1 put a Sword into 
| his hand to cut off my head. 

And this is the mezning of Peter, vrhen 
he taith, Reſiſt him ſtedfoſt in the Faith, 

: L Pe. 


tnce 
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loht 1s fir! to 
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a Pet. F. 9. And of Paul when he jait! 
Take the Shield of Faith, wherewith ye 
ſhall be able to quench all the hery 
Darts of the Wicked, Epbeſ. 6. 16, 
Wherefore 1s it ſaid, Begin at Jeru- 
ſalem, it the Jeruſalem ſinner is not to 
have the benefit of it ? And if I am. to 
have the benefit of it, let me call it to 
mind when Satan hwwnts me with thi 
continual remembrance of my {ins, of 
my Feruſalem-ſins. Satan and my Con: 


ſcience ſays, I am the b'z;-%* finner, 
Chriſ oftereth Mercy in t'< fir{t place 
to the biggeſt finners. Nor 1s the man 
ner of the Offer other but ſuch as ſuitet] 
with my mind. 1 am ſorry for wy fin; 
yea, ſorry at my heart that ever linfu 
Thovght did center, or find the leaſt en 
tertainn2''s in my wicked mind : And 
mizht I obtain my Wiſh, I would nevz 
mcre thit my heart ſhould be 2 2 fy 
for ought but the Grace, and Spirit 
and Faith ot the Lord Je, (1s, 

| ſpeak. nct this to leſſen my \ WHES 
neſs: 1 would not for a'l the \w orid, 
be placed iy mine own Conſclence in t tt 
very front f the biggeſt Sinners, that 
might be one of the firſt thar are beckon 
ed by the gracious Hand of Jeſus the S: 
Tur, to come to him for Mercy. iy 

C 
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Well Sinner, thou now ſpeakeſt like 
a Chriſtan, but 1. y thus in a ſtrong Spi- 
rit in the hour of i empration, and then 
thou wilt, to tay commendation and 

comfort, quit thy ſelf well. 

This improving of Chr;# in dark 
hours, 15 the Life, thovgh the hardeſt 
part of our Chriſttanity. We _ 
neither ſtop at Darkneſs, nor at the 
ging of our Luſts, bnt go on in a way ol 
Ve; aturing and caſting the whole of our 


Aﬀair for the next \Vorld, at the foot 
of Jeſus Chriſt, This is the way to 
make the Darkneſs L:zht, and allo to alay 


the r.t7ing of our Corr aption. 

The firſt time the Paſſover was catcn, 
ws in the nizht; and when Iſracl took 
Couraze tg £0 forward, 5h the Se: 


tond in their way like a devouring Gulf, 
! X 1 awd " 
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them at the heels - yet tic Sca gives 
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place, and their Enemies were as ſtill as 


a ſtone til] they were gone 


LT OO 14. 13, 14,21, 22. ae 
15, 16, 

Th ere Is nothing 4 2 Faith to help at 
a pl! ; Falth ciflorves Doubts, $5 the 


Son debors 3 away the wiſts, And th:t you 
may not be Pur out, Know Your t 
| ſaid, of L<lic: 1s always, Tiicre 


wa 
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are times when 1ome Graces may be out 
of nſe, but there is no time wherein Faith 


can be faid to be ſo, Wherefore Faith 
muſt be always in cxerciſe. 

Faith 1s the eye, is the mouth, 1s the 
band, and one of theſe is of uſe all day 
long, Faith 1s to ſee, to recerve, to work, or 
to cat; and a Chriſtian ſhould be ſceing, 
or recelving, or workiag, or teeding all 
day long. Let it rain, Ict it blow, let it 
thunder, let it lighten, a Chriſt jan muſt 


ſtill believe ; .4t what time, ſaid the gocd 
man, 1 am afraid, 1 will truft in thee 
Pal. 56. 

Nor can we have a better encourage- 
ment to do this, than 15 by the Text fet 
betore vs, even an open heart tor a Je- 
ruſalem-ſirner. And if for a Jeruſalem 
Sinner to come, then for ſuch an one, 
when come. It ſuch an one To Fe ſaved, 
then for ſuch a one that Js It 
for {ſuch a one To be pardoned his great 
tranſgreſſions, then for ſuch a one whoſ 
Is pardoncd theſe, to come daily to Je- 
ſus Chriſt too, to be cleanſed and ſet freef 
from his common Infirmities, and from 
the Iniquities of his holy thinos. 

Therefore let the poor Sinner that 
would be ſaved, labour for sk1]] ro make 


the beſt Improvement of the grace ol 
Chriſ 


p 


a 
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Chriſt to help him againſt the temptati- 
ons of tie Devil and his S1n3 

Tertaly, Would Jeſus Chry} have 
Mercy oltered in the firſt place to the 
bi: gclt Sinners? Let thoſe men con/ider 


=. ta: (have, or) may in a day if 


Hoe lags 
al have ſpoken cy done mhat their Pro- 


«di A of Conſcienc ce told them they ſhould 
9t, and ina! have the auilt and burden 
tncreof tipon thur Conſeiences, 

\W acther a thing be wrong or right 


= 


- . ' 4 | , 
Gt 11t may purſue him that doch contra- 
1 > his Conſcience. But ſuppoſe a 
Rail | 100d deny his God, or his Chriſt, 


ON Tengo a good Profeſſion n, aad be 


"Under the real guilt there of ? Shall he 


therefore conclude he is gone for cver ? 
Let him come again with Peter's tears, 
and no doubt but he ſhall obtain Peter's 
Forgiveneſs, For the Text zncludes the 
biopefh {11 Acrs. | 
And *tis obſervable, That before this 
C;:1ſe Was put into this Commiſlion, 
Peter Was pardoned lis horrible Revolt 
from n!s Maſter. Pet hat Revoltcth in 
tne T's of T11al, it he 1s not ſhot quite 
dead upon the — abby but is ſenſible of 
go \Woun d, gnd calls out for a Chyrur- 
ſhall find his Lord at hand to pour 
Wine and Oyl into his Wounds, that 
G 3 he 
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he may again he healed. Ard to 1n- 
courage him to think that there may hc 
Mercy tor him: Beiides what we find 
Recordcd of Petr, you read in the Ads, 
iome was throveh the violence of their 
Trials, compelled to Blaſpheme, and yet 
are Calied Saints, Ads 26. 9g, 10, I. 
Hence you have a Promiſe,or two that 
ſpeaks concerning ſuch a kind of Men, to 
incourage vs to think thar at leaſt ſome 
of them ſhall come hack to the Lord their 
God, Shall they fall, ſaith he, and not 
eſe? Shall they tura away, and not Yc- 


—_ 


$147 v1 ? Jer. 8. 4., And oy tht any Fd 4g, 
F 


aſſemble her that baltcth; and 1 will ga- 
#her by that was drive) out, aud vor that 
I nave Afiifed. And IT 1 

vat halteth a Remnant, and her tout was 
eat off a flromp Nation: And the Lod 


; 4 ? - % ? 
{hell 7, 8 Over themin Afrunt : for (7, 
What we are to under{t int by her 
als "Sl | - WE [| nw SIE M7 Ok Gs EY ' T) 1 
hazteth, 13 DC!t © \PTCUCH DJ TOC From. 
of + 7 9 AO 2 pn p WY / f 4 , py 
£1129, Vic. ++ 0, Ky of yt), 3. }. ? {\ i | , 
18. 21 


I wil conclude then, that frr them 
that have halted, or may halt, the Lo 
has Mercy in the Bank, 1nd 15 vt 11S 


©o accept them it they return To nm 7" 


£a1n, 
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Perhaps they may never be afcer that 
of any great eſtcem in the Houſe of 
God, bur if the Lord will _— them to 
f:vour and forgiveneſs; O exceeding and 
underſerved Mercy! Sec Exek. | 44- 4% 
Fi, SE $9 1:4. 

Thou _—_ that mayeſt be the Man, 
RememHer this, that there 13 Mcrcy alſo 
for thee. Return therefore to God, and 
fo j115 Son, who hath yet in ſtore for 
thee, and who will do thee c9cd. 

But perhaps thou wilt ſay, He doth: 
20t ſave all Revolters, and therefore per- 
1132Ps not me. 

Arj wer, Art thou returning to GCed ? 
If thou art returning, thou art the Man. 
Return ye backfliding Children, por 1 will 
beal your backſlr, tings, ſer. 3. 22, 

Some, as I ſaid, that Revolt, are ſhot 
dead upon the place, and for ther, who 
can help them 2 But. for them that cry 
out of their Wounds, 'tis a {ig they are 

yct alive, and if they ufc th:: means in 


tin! , dou Ot efs they may be h-. icd, 

C "brig © Jeſus has bags of ;.'ercy that 
was never yet DrOTEn up or unicaled. 
Hencc it IS {a1d, e has e20dnels lzied 


#p; things om in Heaven ior hls. 
Ar: it he breaks up one of theſe bags, who 
can tell what he can do ! Hence 
(3 4, 
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Faſſet) KR Knowle 
are ":jeart ab!/e, 
what ; for 7 


covery, For 
What M In Or 
that the Jeru) 
on this ſide © 
Ing. Lite and 
their ations, 
tney 


relolves and 
when they hid 
his Name and 
was not foiin 


S171 among a 


ſalem. 


his Love 1s ſaid to be 


by lim in ſtore 
view of all men, 


aid to the Son cf Gud: Yea, 
ſtoutly they backed 
cndeav 
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ſuch as 
Riches 
mo bidy Knows 
to 'y knows who! He ha 

tor ſuch as ſem, in the 


ize, and that his 


He has, 


r 


_ 


to be 
Le 


g0nc beyond re- 
this Text 15 Plain, 
Angel coul 
wlem-fimners had been yet 
{ an impoſliblry of enjoy- 
Mercy 2 Hadſt thou ſeen 
and whar horrible things 
NOW 
with 


Ore 
2 


C 


what they did, 
ours to Pet! Sy 
killed his Perſon, againſt 
Doctrine: And that there 
| that while 


as we read of, the leaſt remorſe or re- 
gret for tieſe their doinrs:; Coviacſt 
thou | mai Ee tim2otaed that Mercy would 
ever have tock hold of them. at Icaſt fo 
Don! [1 Nay that they ſhonld,- of all the 
World, be connted thoſe Orly mect to 
ave it offercd to them in the Til 
lace! rGr {9 my |} C CONIiNn , { a 
ing. Preab Frjentirice and | 


all Ns: 'ONs, T1077 4173 al ; '{.0 
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I tell you the thing is a Wonder, and 
muſt tor ever ſtand for a Wonder among 
the Sons of Men. Ir ſtands alſo for an 
everlaſting Invitation and Allnrement 
to the biggeſt Sinners to come to Chr!ſs 
for Mercy. 


Now, ſince, in the Opinion of all 
Men, the Revolter is ſuch a one; it he 
has, as [ faid before, any Lite in him, 
[ . 


et him take incouragment to come 
a92in, that he may live by Chriſt. 


Eleventlbly, Would Jeftus Chriſt have 
Mercy offered in the fir/# place to the big- 
geſt Sinners? Then let God's Miniſters tell 
them ſo, There is an Incidence in us, 
I know not how it doth come abour, 
mhea we are Converted, to contemn 
them that are lett behind, Poor fools 
2s we are, we forget that we our ſelves 
were ſo. Tit. 3. 2, 3. 

But would it not become us better, 
ſince we have taſted that the Lord 1s 
gracious, to carry it towards them fo, 
that we may give them Convincing 
ground © to believe, thas we have found 
that Mercy which alſo ſets open the Door 
for them to come and partake with us. 


G5 Miniſters, 
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Miniſters, 1 ſay, ſhoald do thns, very 
by their Dori: ie, and in a!l other re 
ſpects. 

Auſterity doth not become us, neither 
in Doctrine nor in I \Ve 
our ſelves live by Grace ; Let us give 
as we receive, and labour” to per{wade 
our fellow-finners which God has left be- 
hind us, to follow after, that they may 
partake with us of Grace, We are {a- 
ved by Grace, let us live like them that 
are graceous, Let all our things ( to 
the W orld ) be done in Charity Lo- 
wards them, Pity them, Pray for them, 
be familiar with them for their good. 
Let us lay aſide our fooliſh, worldly, 
carnal grand/ure; Let us not walk the 
Streets, and have ſuch behaviours as ſig- 
nifie we are ſcarce for touching of the 
poor ones that arc lett behind, no not 

with a pair of Tongs. It becomes not 
Miniſters thus to do. 

Remember your Lord, he was familiar 
with Publicans and Sinners to a Proverh. 
Behold @ g£!uttoncts man, and a Wine-bib- 
ber, a friend of Tublicans and STHNers, 
Matt. 11, 39. The hilt part, corkern- 
ing his pluttonous cating, and. drinking, 
£0 be ſure was an horrible Qlander ? but 


p, 


jor the other, notbing was ever ſpoke truer 
of 
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of him by the World. Now why ſhould 
we lay hands croſs on this Text, that 1s, 
chooſe good Viavals, and love the 
ſweet Wine herter than the Salvation of 
the poor Publican? Why not familiar 
with {inners provided we hte their ſpots 
and blemiſtes, and ſeek that they may 
be healed of them ? 

Why not fellowly with our Carnal 
Neighbours? If we do take occaltion to 
do to, what we may drop, and be yet dif- 
itilling ſome good Doctrine upon Their 
Souls? Why not go to the poor Man's 
tiouſe, and give him a Penny, and Aa 
Scripture to think upon 2 Why not ſen4 
tor the Poor to fetch away, at leaſt, the 
Fragments of thy Table, that the Bow- 
1s of thy Fellow-finner may be refrefar 
31S well as thine ? | 

Miniſters ſhould be Exemplary :* But... 
| am an inferiour Man, and mnſt take} 
need of too much medling, Bnt might 
[, I would meddle with them, with V 
their Wives, and with heir Children 4 
roo. I mean not this of all, but of 7? 
chem that deſerve it, though 1. may not 
nams them. 

But, I fay, let Miniſters fozfow the 
ieps of their bleſſed Lord, who . by 
Word and Deeds ſhewed jus Love to the 
Salvation. 
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Salvation of the World, in ſuch a carri- 
age as declared him to pre {er their Salva- 
tion before his own private Concern, 
For we are commanded to follow his 
ſteps, who did no ſin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth. 

And as I have ſaid concerning Mint- 
ſters, < lo | ſay to all the Brethren, carry 
it ſo, that all the World may lee, that 
indeed yon are the Sons of Love. 

Love your Saviour; Yea, ſhew one to 

anotner that you love him, not only by 
a ſzeming love of Afﬀection, but with 
the love of Duty. Practical ove 1s 
beſt, Many love Chriſt with nothing 
Sut the lick of the Tongue, Alas ! 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, muit not be put 
off® thus: He that batb my Commnnd- 
ments. ard keepeth them, ſaith he, he it 
4” loweth me, Joh, 14. 11, 
'- i Practical Love, which ſtands in Self- 
Fedenil, in Charity to my Neighbour, 
Yard a Paticnt enduring of AſltlQion for 
b his Name : 'T his 1s counted Love, 

FE Right Love to Chriſt, is that which 
"* Carries In it a provoking Argument to 
others cf =_ Brethren, Heb. 10. 24. 

Shovld a Man ask me how ne ſhould 
| know my he loveth the Children of 
| Sod? The bc antiver 1 could give 
| hi, 


— 
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him, would be in the Words ot the 
Apoltle John, By this, faith he, we 
kn:w we love the CR of God, when 
we love Gog and Ree! i COommantc lments, 


? 
| LS. 2. 
Love to God and Chriſt, is then 
ſhewn, when we are tender of [11s Name; 
and then we ſhew onr ſelves tender of 
his Name, when we are atraid to break 
any the leatt of his Commandments. And 
when we are here, then do we ſhew our 
love to our Brother allo, 

Now we hiv2 Oblization ſufficient 
thus to do, for that our Lord loved us, 
and gave himſelf tor us, to deliver us 
from Death, that we might live through 
MIim, 

The World, when they hear the Do- 
&rine that 1 have allerred and handled in 
nts little Book, to wit, That Teſus 
Criſt world have Mercy oftered in the 
fi-/t place to tve bigceft Sinners; will be 
apt, becanſe themſelves are Undbelies 
vers, to think rhag this is a Doctrine 
that leads to I ooſeneſs, and that pives 4 
liberty to the Fleſh; bur it you that Be- 
lieve, love your Brethren, and your 
Neighbours truly, and as you ſhould, 
you will put to [lence the tgn5rance of 
ſuch tooliſh Mien, and ſtop their mouths, 
irom ſpeaking Evil of you. Ang 


# 
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And, I ſay, let the love of Thrift con- 
ſtrain vs to this. Who deſeryeth our 
Heart, our Mouth, our Life, our Goods, 
ſo much as Teſus Chriſt, who has bought 
us to himſelf by his Blood, to this very 
end, that we ſhould be 2 pec ltar People, 
zealous of good Works ? 

There 1s nothing more ſcemly ;n theo 
World, than to ſee a Chriſtian walls as 
becomes the Goſpel; nor any thins 
{ more unbecomings a Reaſonable Crca- 
ture, than to hear a man fay, / believe 
m Chriſt, and yet ſ{:c in his Life, De- 
bauchery and Profaineneſs, Might T. 


men; ſuch men'ſhouid be counted by all, 
unworthy of the Name of a Chy tian, 
and ſhould he ſhuned ' by every good 
man, as ſuch who are the very Plague of 
Profeſſion. 

For ſo It 1s written, He {9:14 carry 18 
towards them, Whoſo has a Form of Ged- 
lineſs, and deny the power thereof, from 
ſuch we muſt turn away, 

It has oft-times come into my mind, 
to ask, by what means 1t 1s, T bat tne 
Goſpel Profeſlion ſhould be to Taunted 
with Looſe and Carnal Goſjellers ? And 
I could never arrive t0 better Satisfacti- 
Qn in the matter, than tlus, Such men 
2M. 


{uch men ſhovid be counted the batelt of 


_— 
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are made Profeſlors by the Devil, and fo 
by him put among the re{t ct the Godly, 

A certain Man had a fruitleſs Figg-Tree 
planted 1: his Vineyard , but by whom 
was 1t. planted there ? Even by him that 
ſowed the Tares, lis5 own Children, 
among the Wheat, Luke 13. 6. Matt. 
13. 37, 38, 39, 42. And that was the 
Devil, Bur why doth the Devil do 
thus? Not of love to them, but to make 
of them Offences 2nd Stumbling blocks 
to others, For he knows that a looſe 
Profeſſor in the Church, does more miſ- 
chief to Religion, than ten can do to it, 
that are in the World, 

Was it net, think you, the Devil 
that ſtirred vÞ _ 2 Damoſel that you 
read of in AG; to cry out, Theſe are 
the Seryants of the | Mol wigh God that 
ſhrew unto us the way of Salvatton * Yes 
it was, as is evident, For Pau} was grie- 4 
ved to bear it. Bot why did the Devil 
ſtir up her to cry fo? but becauſe that 
was the way to blemiſh the Goſpel, and 
to make the World think ehat 16 came 
from the {ame hand as did her South-ſay- 
ing and Witchery, Yer. 16. 17, 18, Ho- 
lincſs, O Lord, becomes thy Heuſe for ever. 

Let therefore, whoever they be that 
projeſs ths Name of Chriſt, take heed 
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that they Scandal not that Profcſiion 
which they make of him, ſince he has ſo 
graciouily offered us, as we are Sinners 
of the biggeſt ſize, in the /ar/} place, his 
Grace to Save us. 


—— A 


Hf Aving thus far ſpoken of the riches 
of the Grace of Chriſt, and of the 
freeneſs of his Heart to imbrace the Je- 
ruſalem-ſinners; it may not be amiſs to 
give you, yet, 45 a cau'i9n, an intimati- 
on of one thing, namely, That this 
grace and freeneſs of bis Heart 1s limited to 
| trme and day; the which, who{o oOver- 
ftandeth, /hall periſh notwithſtunding. 

For, az a King, who of Grace, ſend- 
eth out to his Rebellious People an offer 
| of Pardon, if they accept thereof by 
ſuch a day, yet. beheadcth, or hangeth 
; thoſe that come not in tor mercy until 
"the day or time be paſt : So Chilt Jeſus 
has ſet the Sinner a d y, a day of Salua- 
$10, an acceptable time, but he who 
ſtandeth out, or goeth on in Rebellion 
beyond that time, is like to conie off 
with the Jofs of his Soul, 2 Cer. 6, 2. 
eh. 3. 13, 16, 17. 18, 19. Chap. 4. 7: 
Luk. 19. 41, 42. 
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SINCE therefore things are thus, at 


oNvenient here to touch a little 


e Particulars, 
hzr this Day, or Time, thus 


p 


when It is con{idered with re-= 
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tc1etice to this or that man; 1s, cf8:mes 


*Y 


undifvorncd by the perſon concerae 


thus, to 
unon. ſho 
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thorci), and aways 1s Kept fecret as to 
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his in the wiſdom ot God 
the end, no man, when Cai 


Be 
vld put ci: turning to (10Q tO 


* time: Now, and to Day, 1s that 


thit which 1s re ele 4 in Holy 


Pſal. 50. 22. Eccief. 12. 1. Heb. 


And this ſhews vs the deſverat haze 


2ards wh; 
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__ wn . 
ich thoſe men run, who when 
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, Fy TIS7, J1 ITTCNCGS Cem, 
Po. LES 
CICA tO DE JaVcee till 


and as they think, a more 
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1 and tic. © For many by ſo 


fr this to do, till the day of 
Toxin® 15S end- 
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Secondly, Another thing to be conſl- 
dered is this, namely, that the day ct 
God's grace with fome men, begins 
ſooner, and alſo Gauer ends than it doth 


with others. Thoſe at the firſt hour of 


the day, h:d their Call ſooner than they 
Who were c-.izd vpon to turn tro God 
at the ſixth hour of the day; yea and 
they who were hired at. the third hour 
had their Call fooner thin they who 
were called at the cleventh, 47att, 20. 
1,2 We 4, 5,0 

The day of Gofl's pa = nce began 


wich Iſhmael, and al. ended, before he 
was twenty years Gul. At thirtecn 
years ©f age he was Circum iid; the 
next year "after , Jan Ras born; and 


then J/hmael was foirtcea yorrs Old, 
Now thit d: 1 that Jia Wa! 

+ WPI _—_ a nl {151 
that Gay Was V.rmac! TCjeCte  UNGQ Ji)» 


. poſe that 1ſaac was three years Oil be- 


fore h2 was weaned ; that was but the 
ſeventeenth year of /hmacl; wheretore 
the day of Gud's grace was ended with 
him betimes, Gex, 17. 24, 25. chap. 21, 
rd 4. 20: 

1:11 betimes 
for afrer God had rejected him, he N- 
yed to beget many Childres, and build 
a City, anu to do many other thi 


C} 
% 4 = _ ! 
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Cuin's day ended with 


MJ 


BS. 
But 
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But alas, all that while he was a Fugt- 
tive and a V az2bond, Nor carried he 
any thing with him, after the day of his 
rejection was come; but this doleful 
_ Mage im his Conſcience, From God's 

Face e fl alt I bs bid, Gen. 4. 10, 11, 12, 


wm 


p, x 
| 


4 
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3. Eſau, Throngh his extravarancie 
would needs ro fell kis Birthright, not 
rearing (as other confident fools ) but 
that yet the bleſſing would ſtill be his, 
after which he lived many years, but 
al of them under the wrath of God, as 


was, when time came, made appear to his 
ueſtrnction; for whit be would have in- 


HR. ' 1 v ed ' 
berited the bleſttng, be was reieed, for be 
; : : ! 
a4; h , qt - 4 FA Ft7 he 

j 2d na | ny, ft) ug C 

15 - tri! / -  LIob 
ju A! FF -« ) 7 ,04 * ricyD L-& | 4, 
& \ 1 "2 

(Ls lo Ld 31 3% C 1 19 £1! DC Von, d, ro 
y ! S __— 4 ; + * F | * , * c . \ 
f1ch tokens of the diffleature of God a» 

nl Gro! 7 5 vonay as ha Tr 
noni fuch as fool away, as the Wile 
A 4 Y l, . - "*y » x 2m" » | 1 = 12 1< , 
an hos it, the prize Which 1s put into 
Le Nand, Pre, 17, 16. 


Let thee thinvgs therefore be a farther 
caution to thof2 thot tt under the glo- 
rious ſound of th; Goſpel, and hear of 
tne Riches dag Grace oi Ged 12 Chrilt 


to POOT f10Ne! 


To 
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To ſlight Grace, to deipiſe Mercy, and 
to ſtop the Ear when God ſp2k3;, when he 
ſpeaks ſuch great things, {> mnch to our 
profit, 1s a great Provecation 

He offereth, he ca'!ls, he tv0e5s, he in- 
vites, he prays, he beſcechcs us, in this 
day of his Grace, ro be reconciled to him : 


yea, and has provided for ns the means of 


reconciliation himfelt : Now rhis defi- 
ſed, nuſt needs be provokiny,; wnd It 15 a 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God. 

But ſome man may ſy unto me, Fain I 
would be ſaved, fa in 1 weld be ſaved by 
Chri/t : But 4g ar th * Cay of Grace 15 paſs, 
and _ T [t:c wy p! ptnſra a 11g the 
exceeding PICS EY el, Grace "Of G md. 

Anſwc l , To this Coubt 1 would anſwer 
ſeveral thin 

Fitji, \\ th re! —_ to this Gay, 

Secondly, VVith - to thy dehires. 

T hir br Wichreſj t9-thy , 

Firſt, Wirh reſpect to the d 3 That 
is, Whether it be cnacd with a man, or no, 

I. Art thou jo. and ſhaken, and 
moleſted at the hearing cot the Ward ; 
Is thy Conſyence awakencd and convin- 
ced then, that thou art at preſent in a 
periſzing ſtate, and that thon haſt need 
to cry to God tor Mercy ? This 1s a hope- 

ful 
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ſul ſign that this d., of Grace 1s not paſt 
with thee, For uſually they that are paſt 
Grace, are all) in their Conſcience paſt 
feeling, bans Il area m!') 4 1t 108, Eph. 
SEES 1 LIM. 4. 1, 2. 

Couſequently thee ! it ; grace, -rora De 
ſuch as are dented the awa! ing tru1is of 
thc \Vord Preached The 9 "= that hi 
ſaies Chriit, [hall 119: ;, at leait wile C bo 
has nor quite dove with them ; the Gay 
of vow Þ ILICNCC 15S Not at an cad «ich 
them, Joim 5, 25. 

- j4 there in thy wore retired condi 
L101, Arpuinys  Strngiings, and Striving 
with thy Sit ro periwote core of the 
Vanity of what vai thin” 
and to Wit thee in thy 
of Chriſt Jes, 3nd 1s hcavenly tings 
I ake hced : ad 1 | I 
of God's grace ad DaLLIENCE WIE not 


] » 
F 4 IT Y C Ie 


paſt with thee, til] he faith, Fits Spiry 
{ball ſirrve zo more with tycc;, tot 


the Wo comes, Wiic. | L dept tron 


| ' 0 
them ; 2nd W:iion hic fares to tlie n FW. 
Gracc, Lei them alone; it | 7. C029, 0, 12 
C 9 Ct LSCFZTh £6) 4ATY "3 © _ P { ® fs + ov 

A 9 ©  - % . nov X 6+ | | pR " , ® 

3». ſa YAY 1 hon TT AabbWwW 5 Cit \ '. 1.1 1158 
with dreims aBonr. tny ſtatic, and that 
—_ -- Bart at _ . , 4 a Þ=®, 3 
thou art 1n davrocr ct bcoin i e Raft 
thou Heart-ihaken apprete.! ns. when 


wi 4 in nuns 
Ul Layli, I;eath 


and 


deep ileep's upon thee, 
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To flight Grace, to deipiſe Mercy, and 
to ſtop the Ear when God ſp2k3;, when he 
ſpeaks ſuch great things, {© 1 anch: to our 
profit, 1s a great provecacion, 

He offereth, he ca'ls, he *» 223, he n- 
vites, he. prays, he beſceches us, in this 
day of his Grace, ro be reconciled to him : 
yea, and has provide i for us the means of 
reconciliation himfelt : Now rhis defvi- 
ſed, muſt needs be provoking; and it js a 
fearfu] thing to fall 1ato the hands of the 
living God. 

But ſome man may {uy unto me, Fain I 
would ve ſaved, fain 5 wiitid be ſaved by 
Cri * But _ tn's Ca of Grace 15 paſe, 
and that I [tr Fiſh, 0: thſta 7 1g the 
Exceed, T FICH):S "3 Grace of God, 

Anſwer To this Coubt 1 would anſwer 
ſeveral thing 

Fitj?, With _ to this dy, 

Secondly, V/ 1th reipeoct to thy ed lires 

Thirdiy, Witch rofjn 2 to thy tears. 

Firſt, Wirth reſpect to the dav That 
is, Whether it he ended with a man, or no, 

1. Art thou jorved, and ſhaken, and 
moleſted at the hearing ct the Word # 
Is thy Conſience awakened and convin- 
ced then, that thou art at preſent in a 
periizing ſtate, and that thon haſt need 
to cry to God tor Mercy ? Thus 1s a hope- 
fit! 


I 
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ſul ſign that this d., of Grace is not paſt 
with thee, For uſually they that are paſt 
n Grace, are all» 1 1 thei! (micience paſt 
feeling, being ſeared with a 11t won, Eph. 
6 $8 1 Tim. 4. 1, 2; 
Conſequently thots ! jt gr -ace, m1ſt be 
ſuch as are dented tne awake! ting frutis of | 
the Word P1 reached The dead that hear, | 
ſaies Chriſt, [ball I1/:;, at leait wile Chriſt | 
has nor quite dove with then - the Gay © 
of God's S P tence is not at an ead with Fi 
them, Join 5. 25. 
2, ls ere In thy wore retired condis 
tion, Arguinys, Strngii2gs, and Strivings | 
with thy Sj-irit ro per{woite core of the | 
vanity of what vain thin” thou luvelt, 
and to win thee in thy So..l to a choice F 
of Chriſt Jes, and his hcavenly things 2 
lake hced un rebel i:07, for the day 
of Gol's Trace id patience Wil not be 
paſt with thee, till he faith, Flis Spirit 
| {ball firrve zo more with tc; tor then 
the wo comes, Wii ve jul deg ett from 
them; and witen he ſues to i] 1Ncuns of 
| Gracc, Le: {ben al WO Oh, oþe | 9 9.9.12. 
| 3. Artihoa viiied in the NN: ht feaions 
With dreims abonr © WV itate, and that 1 
thou art In davccr of being lvit ? Baſt | 
thou Heart-{h1ken apprene.. ons when 
deep ilkep's upon thee, of tell, Leath 


' and / 
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and Judgment to come? Thele are ſigns 
that God has not wholly lefr _ or caſt 
thee behind his back for ever. For God 
ſpeaks once, yea twice, yet man percer res it 
not; 1n 4a Bream, in a Viſton of the Night, 
when deap ſleep falls upon mas, 1n ſlum; ber: 
ings upon the Bed ;, then he openeth the ears 
of mea, and ſealcth ther mſtri:Gton, that 
he may withdraw man from bis purpoſe 
( his 1inful purpoſes) and hide pride from 
man,-Job 33. 14, IF, 16, 17. 

All this while God has not left. the fin- 
ker, nor 18 come 10 the end of his pati- 
ence towards him, but. ſtands, at leaſt, 
with the door of Graec a Jare in his 
hand, as being Ioth, us yet to dolt It a- 
- _ him. 

. Art thou followed with affliction, 

bd doſt thoe hear God's angry VoICe 11 
the aftlictions? Doh ke fend with th 
atfiction an Jxterpreter tO hew tne? th 
vileneſs; and why, or whercjore the han 
of God is upon thee, and —" wha t tho1 


haſt; to wit, that it 1s for thy itnning a- 
gainft him, and that thou _ areſe be 
torned to him 2 3f fo, Tt: Strrzmey is n9t 
QU 22 GE; rags F277 18 not Ver Te 
over 2nd gone, Tars heed, ſtand out 


no longer, lca it be cauſe darkneſs, and 
leaſt thy feet ſtumble upon the dark 
nountalns ; 
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mountains; and left while you look for 
light, he rurn it into the ſhadow of death, 
and make it groſs darkneſs, Jer. 8. 20. 
chap, 13.15, 16, 17. 

5. Art thou croſſed, diſappointed and 
waylaid, and overthrown in all thy fooliſh 
ways and doings? This 1s a fign God 
t;as NOE quite left thee, but that he ſtill 
waits upon thee to turn thee. Conſider, 
I ſay, has he made a hedge, and a Wall 
to ſtop thee 2 Has he croſſed thee 1n all 
thou putteſt thy hand unto ? Take it as 
a call to turn to him, for by his thus do- 
ing, he ſhews he has a mind to give thee 
a better portion. For uſually when God 
gives up men, and reſolves t© let them 
alone in the Broad Way, he gives them 
Rope, and lets them have their deitres in 
all hurtivl things, ZZ. 2. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 
E313, 14. Pj, 73. 4446 
8 1, 12. Xone. 11. '9. 

Theretore t:ke hc2d to this allo, that 

© az1inlt this hand ct God : 


% Y 1 , + ! p . + 4 " . x - * 
but betake ihy ſelf to ſerious enquiry 
- zaat, So J ts Loa m *\ - W . 
Into te cauivs ot this hand of God upon 
thee, and enciins to think, us becauſe the 


2 
Lord womd have tnce 100k co that, which 
IS better tian what thou would it ſatis= 
te thy ſelf withall, When God had a 
mind to make the Prodigal go home ro 


his '! 
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his Fatier, he ſent a Famine. upon him, 
ard denied him a Belly-tull ot the Husks 
which the Swine did cat. And obſerve 
1, now he was in his ſtrait, he becook 
him ro coniideration of the good that 
here was 1n his Fathers Houſe; yea, he 
retulved to heme to his Father, and his 
Father dealt well with him; he received 
him with Muiick and Dancing, becauſe 
h- tad qaonmgs him {ſife and ſound, Luk. 


| — ; my * y % ' 
ST he te 17, 10,19 =>, 21, 22, 23, 
24, 25, 26, 8 29, 30, 31, 32 
6, Gaſt thou any intICIN 


g touches of 
the word of God C pon thy mind 2 Doth, 
as It were, ſome ny word of God, give 
a olance upon thee, caſt a imile upon 
thee, let fall, though it be but one drop 
of its favour upon thy $ DITIC; Yea, th ugh 
It ſtates but one moment w. Fi Q/ 
then the day of Grace 1s not: paſt ! "Lhe 
Gate of 4 \CaVEn IS not ſnur ! Nor God's 
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Ware UIVIc LT31OU mike 13UC; on! LIIC TICd- 


venly Citi, and of that good word of 
Ged of the which he has made thee taſk, 
Berarc, I ſi, and take hecd, tnere may 
be a failins away for.all this; but, 1 fay, 
as yet, od his not letr thee, as yer 
he has not caſt thee off, Heb. 6. 1, 2, 3, 44 


6, 7, © Secondi 
J5 V, {1 Wu i &CC i150 Y, 
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Secondly, With reſpe&t to thy defires, ' 
\ | what are they? Wouldſt thou be ſaved? | 
| Wouldſt thon he faved with a thorow fal- 
vation 2 Wouldit thou be ſaved from 
guilt, and filth too? Youldſt thou be 
the ſervant of thy Saviour ? Art thou in- 
deed weary of the ſervice of thy old 
Maſter the Devil, Sin and the World ? 
And bas theſe deſires put thy Soul to rhe 
917ht? Haſt thou throvgh defires, berake 
thy ſelf to thy heels? Doſt fly to lim 
that 1s a Saviour from the wrath to come, 
for life? If theſe be thy dchires, and if 
they be unfeigned, fear not: 1lhou art 
one of thoſe Runamays which God has 
commanded cvr Lord to recelve, and 
not to ſend tice back to the Devil thy 
Maſter again, Þut to give thee a place 1n 
"Ns Houſe, even th* place which liketh 
thee beſt, Thou {falt not deliver to bis 
Maſter, ſais he, the Servant which ts 
eſcaped from bis AMaſier unis thee, He 
{kall dwell with thee, evcn among you m1 
that place which he ſhall chuſe, im one cf 
thy Gates where it liketh him beſt ;, thou 

ſkalt not oppreſs h1mm, Devt. 23. 15, 16. 
This is a .command to the Church, 
conſequently to the Head oi the Church ; 
for all commands from God come to her 
through her Head, Whence I conclude, 
| H thad 
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that, that as J/racl of old was fo re- 
ceive the Runaway-Servant who cſcaped 
from a Heathen Maſter to them, and 
fhovid not dare to fend him back to his 
Maſter again : So Chrift's Church now, 
and conſequently Chriſt himſelf may not, 
will not refuſe that ſoul that has made 
his eſcape from Sin, Satan, the World 
and Hell, unto him, but will certainly 
let him dwell in his Houſe, among his 
Saints, in that place which he ſha! | chooſe, 
even where it liketh him beſt. For he 
ſays in oe place, And him that com- 
eth to me, 1 well in no wiſe caſt out, In 
no wiſe, let his crimes be what they 
wil], cither tor nature, ya gr. or the 
attendance of agcravating circumſtan- 
ces. 

Wherefore if thy delires be - firm, 
ſound, unfeigned, to become the ſaved 
of Chriſt, and his ſervant : Fear not, he 
will not, he will in no wiſe put thee 
away, Or turn thee over to thy old Ma- 
ſer again. 

Thirdly, As to thy fears, whatever 
they are, let that be ſuppoſed which1s 
ſuppoſed before. and they are groundleſs, 
and fo of no wetghr. 

Object. But I am afraid I am n0 cl8, 
or Choſen io a ſalvation, though you called mie 
|... fool a litthe before for ſo fearing. :. JþIAnſw. 


— 
__ 


fl weld. tek fora >, Db o© tas 


fo2 the Utleſt of Bett 1539 

Anſw., Though election 1+, 1n order, 
before calling, as- to God, yet the know- 
ledge of Calling mult go before the be- 
ef of my y Eleftion, as to my felf, Whcre- 
fOore zuls th ar doul }t of the truth oi their 
ES al Calling, co but plunge them- 
ſcives. into a deeper labyriath of corfu- 
oa, that concern themiclves with their | 
icing | mean, while they labour to | 
know it before they prove their Calling, 
_ your _ ing, and io your EledFion 

LIE. 1. 4 $. 6, 7, 3, 9, 19. 

"Niiaoee © at preſent, lay tie thoughts 
of thy Eletion by. and ask thy ſelf theſe 
queſtions; Do I ſee my loſt condition ? 
1)o I ſee ſalvation 15 no where bat 1a 
Chriſt? Would I ſhare 1a this ſalvation 
- Faith of him? And would I, as was 
| | atore >. be throuvghly ſaved, to wit, 
rs the filth, 13 from the ovilt., 2 Dol 
love Chriſt, his Father, his Saints, his 
Word and Ways? This 1s the way to 
Prove we are Elect, Wherefore, ſinner, 
when Satan, or thine own heart ſeek to 
przzic thee with EleQion; ſay thou, I 
cannot tend to talk of this point now, 
but ſtzy till { know that 1 am called ot 
God to the fello;vſhip of his Son, and 
then I will ſhew you that T am Elect, and 
that my name is written 1n the Book of 
Life, H 2 If 1 
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If poor diſtreſſed ſouls would ebſcrve 
this Order, they might ſave them{clves 
the trouble of an unprofitable labogr un- 
der theſe unſcaſonable and Soul-linking 
doubts. 

Let us therefore, upon the ſight of cur 
wretchedneſs, fly and ventu! ouſly ! leap in- 
to the Arms of Chriſt, which are now as 
open to receive us into his Bolom, as they 
were when nailed to the Croſs. This 1s 
coming to Chrilt for Lite aright; this 15 
Tight Tuning awsy from thy Maſter to 
bim, as was ſaid before, And for this 
we "have multitudes of Scriptures to ſup- 
port, incourage,-and comfort us in cur ſo 
doing. 

But now let him that doth thvs, be 
fare to look for it, for Satan will be with 
him to morroiv, to ſee if he can 2er him 
again to his old ſerv ice; and it he canrot 
do that, then wil} he enter into difpute 
with him, to wit abont whethcr he be 
elect to Life, and called indeed to par- 
take of this Chriſt, to whora he is fled for 


fuccour, or wheth er he comes to him of 


his own preſumptuous mind. - Therefore 
we are bid, as to come, fo to Arm our 
felves.. with that Armour which God 
has provided ; that we may reſiſt, 
quench, ſtand a; gunſt, and withſtand a!l 


the 


2,4 
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the Fiery Darts of wy Devil, Epheſ. 6+ 
11, FTS, 14, 15, 17, 18, 

If therefore thou adet Satan in this 
Order to march :zainſt thee, remember 
that thon hadſt this Item about it; and 
herake -S ſelf to Fair'? and good Con- 
rage; and be ſober, and hope to the 
End. 

ObjeF. Put how if I _— 5 oe 
'e (in unpardinible, or That called the ſi 
n7ninft the Holy Gboſt, 

Arſw, If thon haſt, thon art loſt for 


"I = : - ! 
ever: Bnt yet ; betore Ir 18 conciuiled by 
| ' "a. . 4 ks 
tice tho: THe 0ait fo lnned, xnoW' that 


| 
they that v v1 | be ſavQd by Jeſus Chrilt 
'f1r0v rh ie In his Hh! 20d, Cannor he 


Y -. - ph | ! [YE , '#* C . h: 
Pocaute of tne Promile, for thab 


moſt not bz frafrarz: And that 14s, 
And him thit nth to Chill, be will in 
10 wiſe cift, Ant again, 11. mill, let 
bio take of the Water of {ite freely, Joh: 
$6. 13 Ne ? C1301 

Bnt, 1 ty. ores 18 
SULIEERLS , al ' 1 ed 
as. beto: c, | | 12rd0na- 
ble ? EE Seri DfUrcs MM or he ma2 
yoid, nor their truth he cir tor he 
ground, Fier&s a Fri ine, and here's a 


", # * þ P—_I__ aP o i Fa 7 © , 4 . | » 
Sinner; a Promile, nat 3-yS ie nlall-not 

| KA © 
. 
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be caſt out that comes; and the ſinner 
comes, Wherefore he muſt be received : 
Conſequently, he that comes to Chriſt 
for lite, has nor, cannot have ſinned that 
fin for which there is no forgiveneſs. 

And this might ſuffice for an anſwer to 
any coming ſon], that fears, theugh he 
comes, that he has {inned the kin againſt 
_ the Holy Ghoft. 

2, But again, He that has {inned the 
fin. againſt the Holy Ghoſt cannot come, 
Has no heart to come; can by no means 
be made willing to come to Jeſus Chrif: 
for life; for that he has received ſuch a" 
opmion 'of him, and of his thinzs, as de- 
_ and holds him back, 

. He counteth this bleſſed Perſon, this 
Son of God, a Afagitian, 4 Conjurer, a 
Witch, or cone that uid, when he was 1n 
the World, what tie did, by the power, 
and fpirit of the Devil, at. 9. 34. 


_. 12. 24, os by &'c. Mat. 3. 22,906 
2.4, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, Now he thaz 
Nas This Opinion of this ſ<ſus, cannot be 
Wiliing to caſt himſel; at his feor Jor le, 
SH, to come to him as the only Way to 


God, and to Salvation, And hence tis 
{aid again, that ſuch an one puts him to 
open fnane, and treaderh him under toct, 
bat. 15, by CONLEMNIGE, TCprOaching, Vi- 
lifying, 
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lifying, and deſpiſing of him, as if he 
were the vileſt one, or the greateſt Cheat} 
in the World : and has therefore, as to * 
his efteem of him, called him accurſed, | 
crucified him to himſelt, or counted him 
one hanged, as one of the worlt of Ma- 
lefators, Heb. 6. 6. And crap. 10, 29, 
IE ES. 4. 

2. His Blood, which is the meritorious 
cauſe of mans redempton, even the blood 
of the everlaſting Covenant, me Counteth an 
unholy thing, or that which has no more 
vertue in it to ſave a Soul from fin, than 
nas the blood of a og, Heb. 10. 29. For 
when the Apoſtle ſays, he counts it an 
unhboly thing ; he means, he makes 1t of; 
leſs value than that of a Sheep or Cow, 
which were clcan according to the Law. 
And theretore muſt mean, that his bloog 
was of no more worth to him in his ace 
count, than was the blood of a Dog, an 
Aſs, or a Swite, which always was, as to 
lacrifices, rejeted by the God of Hea-» 

unhcly, or unclean. 
Now hs who has no better eſteem of 
jeſus Chriſt, and of his Death and blocd, 
will not be perſwaded to come to hun for 
Liſe, or to truſt in him for Salvation, 

3. But further, all this muſt: be done 
againſt manitcſt. Tokens to prove the 

Wh contrary, 


% 


; 
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contrary, or after the ſhining of Goſpel 
Light upon the ſonl, or ſome conliderable 
profeſſion of him as the 24 eſjias, or that 
he was the Saviour of the World. 

1. It muſt be done againſt manifeſt 
tokens to prove the contrary ; and thus 
the reprobate Jews committed it, when 
they ſaw the works of God which put 
forth themſelves in him, and called them 
the works of the Devil and Pc/lhebub, 

2, It muſt be done againſt fome ſhininy 
light of the Golf, el pon them. And thus 


it was with JudJ- and with thote, | who 


5 ” 
| after they were ci1l} -htnec, : nd þcd taſt- 
; ed, and hac iclt, fomething of the powers 


E of the World tro come, tell away from 


the Faith of rays 2nd put him to open 
| ſhame and diſyroce LING G0. H, 

3. it muſt #1{o te done after, and in 
SOppolition to ones Cwn ope!: Profeſſion 
| of him. For it aft er they Lave cleapry 


the po!! 1071 of fh3t Orka, DYC: h th nom 
ledge of our [ord and Saw iuur 3efus C't ' 
they are apart 1141s Itd ihwein mii 
evercome:; the lattty end is worſe mith them 
than the PCEINHURg ; for it 1.34 bee bitter 
F for them wt ro bave kiomn the way of 
4 rig hteou neſs, than ofter they ha rn? 
it, to tun from tee i'l} Comman:ment, 
( which is the Word ef Faith) &ctjrucred 


' wHto them. | A 


— 


wl ww _ 
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4. All this muſt ke done openly, before 
wii, 1 in the Face, 917 "nt, and View of 
the W 'orld, by Word, and A. This is the 
lin that is "—_ rdenable; and he that hath 
thus done, can never, "tis impoſſible he 
ever ſhould be renewed again to repen- 
tance. and that ſor a double reaſon ; 
firſt ſuch an one doth fay, he will not ; 
and of him God ſays, be ſhall not have 
the benefit of Salvation by him. 

Object. But if ti15 be the fn unpardon- 
able, why 18 it called thc /! in againſt the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, and not rather the /in egain/t the 
Son of God? 

Anſw. It is called the fin againlt the 
Holy Ghoſt, becauſe ſuch count the works 
he did, which were done by the Spirit 
of God, the works of the ſpirit of the 
Devil, "Alto becauſe all ſech as { res * 

ject Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, they do it in 
deſcint it of that teſtimony which the 
Holy Ghoſt has oiven of him in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures; for the Scriptures are the 
breathings of the Holy Ghoſt, as 1n all 
other things, ſo in that teſtimony they 
bear of the Perſon, of the Works, Suf- 
ferings, ReſurreCtion, and Aſcention of 
Jeſus Chrilt. 

Sinner, Thi 1s the ſin againft the Holy 
Ghoſt, What jayſt thou? Haſt thou 
committed.g £ 
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committed it ; nay, I know thou haſt not, 
if thou wouldſt bz ſaved by Chrilt. Yea, 
"tis impoſſible thou owglt have Gone it ; 
if indeed thon won!.lit be faved by him. 
No man can devre to »e _ by him, 
whom he yet judgeth to be an Imnoſtor, 
a Mazician, 3 Wirch, No m1 can hope 
for redemption by that Blood which he 
yet counteth an' vnholy thing. Nor 
will God ever fiſfer ſuch an one to re- 
pent, who has, aftcr light, and protefſion 
of him, thus horribly, and Devil- like, 
contemned and tra mpled upon him. 

True, Words, and Wars, and Bial- 
phemies againſt this Son of Man are par- 
donable ; but then they mult be done 1g- 
norantly and in unbelief. Allo all blat- 
phemous —_ are likewiſe ſuch as 
may be paſſed by, if the Soul afflicted 
with them, ws) is ſorry tor them, 
t Tim. 1. 13, 14, 15. Mar 3.28. 

All but this, Sinner, all but this / if 
_ God had ſaid he will jorgive one lin, 1t 
had been undeſerved Grace : But when 
he fays, he will pardon al! but one, this 
Is grace to the height, Nor Is that one 
unpardonable otherwiſe, but becauſe the 
Saviour that ſhou!d ave! hem 1s rejected 
and put away. 


Facob's 


-» 
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Tacob's Ladder, Chriſt is Jacob's Lad- 
der that reacherh. up to Heaven, and.he 
that refuſeth to go by this Ladder thi- 
ther, will ſcarce by other means get up 
{0 high, There is none other name gi- 
ven under Heaven among men, whereby 
we muſt be ſaved. There! is none other 
Sacrifice for fin than us ; he alſo, and he 
enly, is the Mediator that reconcileth men 
to God, And, Sinncr, it thon wouldſt 
be ſaved by him, his Benefits are thine ; 
yea, though thou art great and Jeruſa- 
iem-T Tan! foreſſor 
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